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Fortunate Country Maid. 
Being the Entertaining l 
0 the Preſent Celebrated | 
Marcur oness of IL. V. 


INH E counter- order, which the Count de 
St. Fal gave the ſerv nt, ſurpriſed me, 
but, to ſpeak the truth, gave me no manner of 
uneaſineſs; the place he mentioned, I knew to 
be the King's reſidence, Which naturally re- 
called the dear remembrance, - ſo intereſting and 
ſo remarkable, of my meeting his Majeſty at 
Fontainbleau, the accident which afforded me 
the firſt knowledge of my lover. Aﬀected with 
theſe ideas, my imagination diſpatched a great 
deal in a little time, uniting ſeveral things with 
much vivacity : The place where I was going, 
was to be the abode of the Margueſs, and thither 
he might very poſſibly ſoon return. Theſe en- 
dearing reflections quickly diſpelled the lowering 
clouds my preſent fituation had gathered, How 
eaſily do lovers revive! The heart catches 


eagerly at the moſt remote hopes that have ny 
Vox. II. 9 connection 
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connection with the object beloved. The Count 
was too quick ſighted not to diſcover this alter- 
ation, but was far from attributing it to the true 
cauſe ; he imagined it was only owing to his 
promiſe of not confining me in a monaſtery ; 
upon this he repeated it, and added, I ſhould be 
entirely my own miſtreſs, and be convinced by 
experience, that though he ſhould not be fo 
happy as to gain my.eſteem, he would at leaſt 
merit it by his ſervices and complaiſance | 
I was on the point of returning a polite anſwer 
to theſe freſh aſſurances of his favourable diſ- 
poſition in my regard, when entering the village 
where we were to dine, we ſaw a crowd of 
people gathered about a young female Piigrim, 
carrying, or rather dragging an enormous croſs ; 
Good God!” cried |, © how I pity that young 
© creature, and commiſerate her unhappy con- 
dition] Cannot you inform one,“ ſaid I to the 
landlady, as I was getting out of the chaiſe, 
* what can be the ſtrict obligation this Pilgrim 
< muſt be under to travel thus?” © *Tis what 
© nobody can account for, replied the perſon 
J ſpoke to, © all I know of the matter is, that 
<« ſeveral of the inhabitants having given her 
ce charity, ſhe immediately diſtributed it to the 
poor about her, which occaſioned the accla- 
% mations you ſtill here, and ſhows ſhe is no 
_ & ordinary perſon: My huſband had the ſame 
ec curioſity, Miſs, as you have, and endeavoured 
c to diſcover the myſtery; but all the account 
« he brought was, that ſhe ſaid ſhe was doing 
i penance, and performing a vow ; that if ſhe 
« ſhould ſuffer a great deal more, it would not 
| 66 be 
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cc pe a ſufficient atonement for her fins ; and 


<< that before ſhe left the village, we ſhould be 
« acquainted with her hiſtory.” _ | | 
All this only ſerved to increaſe my curioſity, 


as I told the Count de St. Fal, and I went in 


much diſſatisfied, at not being able to learn any 


thing farther. | a 
Being left alone in the room where the cloth 

was laid, I imagined the Count was gone to the 

ſtable according to his cuſtom ; drawing near 


the fire, I found my vexation (which now 


could be no novelty) redoubling upon me: If 
dear St. Agnes were but with me, faid I to my- 
ſelf, I could talk over 'all my misfortunes { 
Certainly, nothing can be more inſupportable 
than on ſome occaſions to be abandoned to one's 
ſelf. a 35. | | 
Nevertheleſs, the calling of St. Agnes to 
mind, occaſioned a reproach to myſelf, for being 
ſo ſlow in ſerving her ; it is true, from the time 
I parted from her, I had been ſo narrowly ' 
watched on all occaſions by Mademoiſelle 4 BL. 
Bieux, (as Chriſtina informed me) that I had 
not the leaſt opportunity of acquitting myſelf 
of the ſervice I owed my friend: I might, in- 
deed, have left her letters and directions with 
Chriſtina at my coming away; but, as it was 
of the greateſt conſequence not to hazard their 
being loſt, and that the whole affair ſhould be 
vigorouſly purſued, I made a ſcruple of intruſt- 
ing the commiſſion into the hands of one, who, 
if occaſion required, could not act but in ſub- 
ordination to another. Such were the motives 
which hitherto tied up my hands ; but as we are 
B 2 : never 


N 


never ſo ſenſible of other people's misfortunes, 
as when we ſink under the weight of our own, 
ſo theſe few refſections placed in ſuch a ftrong 
light $7. Agnes's grief for my abſence, and what 
tedious hours expectation neceſſarily counts, 
that I reſolved, coſt what it would, to perform 
my promiſe, and ſend by the firſt opportunity. 
Which offered, an expreis to deliver her letters 
into her lover's own hand, or, in his abſence, - 
to his father; the thing ſeemed: the more feaſible, _ 
by reaſon of the money Madame de 6 
had given me, and which T had quite forgot, till 
this deſign of ſerving St. Agnes reminded me of 
it. I had a curiolity to ſee what my generous 
protectreſs had done for me, and found it 
amounted to twenty-five Louis d Ors; but how 
was I tranſported in opening a little box, to 
find Madame de G———s picture! I hugged 
it to me; and at this moment, whilſt I am 
writing theſe Memoirs, my heart is moved at 
the remembrance of what then paſſed. Yes, 
generous lady! I'll be ever mindful of your 
goodneſs, and the friendſhip with which you 


1 honoured me; the loſs I have of you is always 


freſh in my memory, and if any thing is want- 
ing to complete my happineſs, it is the being for 
ever deprived of you! It is generally ſaid, that 
women ſeldom bear an intire friendſhip to one 
another; but I am an exception from this rule, 
and though I ſhould live to be extremely old, the 
memory of Madame de G will be ever 


dear. | | 


The piQure I mentioned was ſtill in my hand, 
with my eyes and heart fixed on it, when I was 
” | | ſurpriſed 
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The Fortunute Country Maid. 3 
furpriſed by the Count leading in the Pilgrim: 


© Here, Miſs,” ſaid he, is the lovely perſon whoſe 


© condition excited your compaſſion and curioſity; 


© I have engaged her to take up her quarters here, 


© and ſhe has promiſed me to relate her ſtory to 
© you; it happens very luckily that this young 
© gentlewoman knows my name, being related to- 


an intimate acquaintance of my mother's: I am 


© no ſtranger to the adventures of this pretty 
© creature, they have been much talked of in my 
* country, though in a manner, as. the informs- 
© me very different from the truth.“ 


I had roſe from my ſeat when the beautiful 


Pilgrim entered the room, and had embraced 
her very tenderly ; but what the Count related, 
redoubled my civilities to her, which ſhe re- 


turned in a polite manner, becomiag a well-bred 


perſon : When dinner-time came, ſhe was about 


to retire, but I preſſed her ſo earneſtly to dine 


with us, that ſhe conſented to it, on, condition 
of being left intirely to her own management in 
point of eating. At the ſame time, ſhe begged 
leave to ſtep to the kitchen, and I took that 
opportunity to thank the Count de St. Fal, for 
obliging me with the company of the Pz/grims 
© Tt will be time enough, Miſs,” replied he, 
© to make your acknowledgments,. when 1 
« have been ſo happy as to be really ſerviceable 
& to you; the leaſt hint will always ſuffice to 
«© make me immediately execute your com- 
« mands.” The Pilgrim coming into the 


room, hindered me from making a proper reply. 
While Sz. Fal was ſpeaking to her, I examined 


with great attention her whole perſon: ſhe wag 
: | B 3 a ſmart, 
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a ſmart, brown woman, with large lively black 
eyes; about twenty-two; an engaging aſpect, 


though with a particular melancholy caſt: She 


had on a waiſtcoat of very fine cotton, with 
bother apparel ſuitable, excepting a coarſe red 
mantelet over her ſhoulders, adorned with ſhells; 
a ruſh hat, cocked boat-ways, and lined with 
yellow taffety, ſeemed more deſigned to ſet her 
off, than for uſe; tall and well-made, with an 
eaſy carriage; the tan on her face ſhewed ſhe 


had been ſome time expoſed to the inclemencies 


of the weather; but when her gloves were off, 
the fineneſs of her complexion wag, very. con- 
ſpicuous. 


Whilſt I made this ſcrutiny, a few fi on 


forced their way; as often as we compaſſionate 
the ſufferings of others, if we have any reaſon 
to complain ourſelves, we greedily appropriate 
the greateſt part of our pity. I was much 
affected with this young perſon's converſation, 
frequently interrupted by her ſighs and com- 
plaints againſt the ſeverity of her fate, which 
was ſeldom mentioned without tears ; this was 
abundantly ſufficient to make me follow her 
exariple: I comforted her, and took her in my 
arms with as much familiarity as if we had been 
long acquainted : Theſe tokens of my tender- 
neſs mitigated her ſorrow, and were requited 
with equal proofs of her affection to me. 
Dinner being brought in, put an end to our 
converſation, which was melancholy enough, 
and after ſome little ceremony, we fat down to 


table, when St. Fal and I ſaw, to our great 


ſurpriſe, ſome coarſe bread and water placed 
before 
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before the Pilgrim; this made us very preſſing 
to engage her to eat ſome ſoup with us, but in 
vain, ſhe deſiring to be excuſed, on account 
that if ſhe complied with our requeſt, her 
penance, by a law ſhe had impoſed on herſelf, 


muſt laſt eight days longer; otherwiſe, the 


current day was the laſt, being on the morrow 


to change her way of life to ſomething more 
conformable to the reſt of the world. Theſe 


reaſons prevailed, and we left her to follow her 
own method. When dinner was done, which, 
notwithſtanding St. Fal's endeavours to divert 


and make me eat heartily, was not long, the 


pretty Pilgrim prevented us on the ſubject of 
her hiſtory, ſaying, nevertheleſs, that if we 
were ſtraitened for time, ſhe would cut off the 
circumitantial part, and give us what was moſt 
material in few words. St. Fal, who ſeemed . 
more attentive than. ever to find out what was 
agreeable to me, diſcovered that ſuch a mangling 
of the ſtory would deprive me of a great deal of 
pleaſure; upon which he immediately replied, 
that my journey was of no ſuch conſequence, 
as to deprive me ſo ſoon of ſuch an amiable 
companion; adding, with a ſmile, that he be- 


lieved it would not be very diſagreeable, if he 


ſhould intreat me to ſtay till next day, which he 
thought neceſlary to prevent a too great fatigue: 
I bowed to him, as an acknowledgment of his 
complaiſance. 
The Piigrim ſeeing us diſpoſed to hear her 
ſaid, before ſhe entered upon her ſtory, that ſhe 


was overjoyed at what was concluded on, as 


well as at the pleaſure of my acquaintance ; not 
| | B 4 being 
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being to go herſelf till the day following, for 

that ſhe expected a chaiſe to meet her over- 

night, in which ſhe intended to reach her 

Journey's end. 8 85 

When the cloth was taken away, and we were 

left to ourſelves, the young Pilgrim began her 
biſtory in the following manner: 

I am the daughter of a very rich phyſician 
of Montpelier, whoſe repute was ſo great, 
that he was often ſent for a hundred Jeagues 
off: It is true, in the cures he performed, an 
© unuſual ſucceſs ſeemed to attend him, ſcarce 
one patient in thirty miſcarrying under his 
* hands, which contributed very much to the 
9 great vogue he was in to his laſt breath. 

© At the proper age I received an education 
* ſuitable to the fortune deſigned for me: the 
© beft maſters were employed: The facility with 
© which I took my learning, occaſioned a fa- 
_ © vourable opinion of my parts, and the charms 
© people fancied they ſaw in me, or rather my 
© great fortune, ſoon drew a crowd of very 
© conſiderable admirers. 
be deſire my father had, being already 
advanced in years, to ſee me married, an 
< earneſtneſs of which he often expreſſed when 
we were amongſt ourſelves, occaſioned my 
© being continually importuned to make a_ 
© choice; but the antipathy I had to matrimony 
© was ſo great, that I could not bear to hear it 
© mentioned: Every day furniſhed ſo many 
© inftances of faithleſs men, and their brutality 
© to their wives when become their maſters, by 
I the moſt ſubmiſſive addreſſes, that I could not 
8 * : prevail 
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© prevail with myſelf to increaſe the number of 
© ſuch unfortunate wretches.. Theſe prejudices 
were ſo ſtrongly fixed in my mind, that one 
© day I openly declared to my father, who was 
© uſing all his authority with me to accept of 
© one whoſe pretenſions he favoured; that if he 
© perſiſted in conſtraining my inclinations, either 
© a monaſtery or death itſelf ſhould free me from 
© ſuch importunities: This proteſtation was. 
© followed by a torrent of tears; and, as he 
perfectly doated on me, it prevailed with him 
© to promiſe that I ſhould be left intirely at my 
8 Own diſpoſal. 
© I was now turned of ſixteen; I had not: 
© only made a conſiderable progreſs in thoſe arts: 
© which are uſually learned, but even in Phyſic, 
* which my father taught me, and found a. 
*- pleaſure in making me a conſiderable pro- 
© ficient ; charmed with the diſpoſition I ſhewed: 
© for it, and the eaſe with which I ſurmounted. 
& all the difficulties of that ſcience, he ſet no 
© bounds to his lectures; my memory, like a. 
© fruitful field, yielded a plentiful harveſt of 
© whatever was ſown in it; Anatomy, Botany, 
© Ofteology,. all were diſplayed and under ſtood 3. 
© in fine, at eighteen I was fo far. advanced in: 
© the myſteries of Eſculapius, that 1 wrote a 
© Treatife on Phyfic in Latin, concerning ® 
© and dedicated it to my father : The reputation. 
I acquired by this work reached the moſt diftant: 
© countries; convincing. proofs whereof. my; 
father received in a ſhort time. : 
© There came a letter from a phyſician at- 
6. Liſbon, acquainting him that there had fallen, 
B 5 inte: 
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© into bal hands a book wrote by his daughter ; 
that he had read it very attentively, and 
© formed a judgment of her capacity, from this 
© learned production ; that as he attributed this 
© prodigy to the great ſkill of the father, he 
_ © thought him the propereſt perſon in the world 
© to form an only ſon of his; that he begged, 


© in canſideration of the ſcience they mutually | 


< profeſſed, he would take the care of him, there 
© being nothing he would not do to merit A 
© favour, he had ſo much at heart. 

My father, who ſtill perſiſted in his deſign 

< of marrying me, though he would not break 
© the promiſe he had made, reſolved to take in 
< this boarder, hoping that, under a pretext of 
© leaving the care of his ſtudies to me, on ac- 


count of his own age and infirmities, he might 


© give the young man an opportunity of gaining 
© my affections, and weaning me from the reliſh 
I bad for a ſingle life; expecting that being 
© continually in my company, if his perſon was 
< any thing tolerable, he might at laſt compaſs 
© what was fo much deſired, 

© In purſuance to this, the Liſbon phyſician 
© had a very civil anſwer which accepted of his 


© propoſal, acquainting him that he might ſend 


© his ſon as ſoon as he pleaſed, and that no 

© endeavours ſhould be wanting to convince 

© him he was not. deceived in the choice he had 
* made. 

* It is true, my father took an extraordinary 

© ſort of precaution before he ſent his anſwer. 

© As he had no other view in receiving this 


* boarder, but what has been already W 
3 © 
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© he privately informed himſelf from Liſbon 
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whether the phyſician's ſon was of a turn 
likely to pleaſe the ladies: He was overjoyed 
to hear that his perſon was exceedingly 
amiable, and his conduct and manners with- 


out reproach. ; upon this he immediately wrote 
as ] ſaid before, and waited an anfwer with 
great impatience. 

In eight day's time he had the pleaſure of a 
letter ſrom the phyſician, with an account of 
his ſon's being on his journey. My father ac- 
quainted my mother and me of his coming, 
but in an artful manner ; in order to furpriſe- 
me and work the deſired effect in my heart, 


| he told my mother, pretending not to obſerve 
T over-heard him, that what he diſliked in the 


affair was the young man's being very de- 


formed and ugly; heenlarged upon the diſguſt 


which muſt neceſſarily ariſe from living with 


ſuch people, and thawhe would gladly have 


excuſed himſelf, but the perſon in queſtion 
was ſo earneſtly recommended by thoſe for: 
whom he had the greateſt reſpect and con- 
ſideration, that he choſe rather to undergo 
the mortification, than diſoblige ſo many of 
his beſt friends. 

© The averſion T always had to men, made 
me very little attentive to what my father 
ſaid; it only ſerved to form in my mind an 
exceeding diſagreeable idea of our future 
boarder: But, how was I ſurpriſed, when 
one night at ſupper, there entered the room a 
* young man, beautiful beyond expreſſion, who,, 


as we were previouſly informed, was the 


B 6 TT boarder 
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boarder expected from Liſbon. My father re- 


ceived him with open arms, overjoyed to find 
he was not impoſed on, and perſuaded by the 
aſtoniſhment I betrayed, he had hit upon the 
right method of compaſſing his deſigns. 
* It is true thegraceful appearance and polite 
behaviour of this ſtranger both diſturbed and 
ſurpriſed me; to expect to fee a deformed 
perſon, and find him exceeding handſome, 
muſt make a deep impreſſion on a young heart. 
I could not refrain from viewing him, in hopes 
of diſcovering ſome defects, but found it was in 
vain : His hair, which was of an aſhen colour, 
fell careleſly in large ringlets on his ſhoulders, 
and notwithftanding the diſorder his voyage 
had occaſioned in his dreſs, his air had ſome- 
thing ſo grand in it, that after a long ſcru- 
tiny I could not poffibly diſlike him. I roſe 
from table, nettled to find nothing in him 
that ſuited the averſion I fancied I had to the 
whole ſex, and notwithſtanding my father and 
mother's commands for me to ſtay, I retired 
to my chamber crying like a child. 
Is tt not with juſtice that capriciouſneſs is 
looked upon to be the diſtinguiſhing character- 
iſtic of our whole ſex? Was not my beha- 
viour on this occaſion a ſingular inſtance of 
it & My heart and eyes were no ſooner freed 
from the impreſſion 1 have already mentioned, 
but I found myſelf more averſe to matrimony 
than ever; in vaingid my affections ſtruggle 
againft ſo unreaſonable a conduct; my obſti- ; 
naey prevailed over the importunities of my 
parents and my own inclinations, for in a 2 
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c days the young man's preſence diſarmed the 
< haughtineſs of my heart, as my father plainly 
© perceived. In order to ſucceed in their de- 
c ſigns, it was reſolved that I ſhould read a 
© courſe of phyſic to the boarder; I piqued 
© myſelf on complying on this occaſion, and 
© hiding from Belizai (for fo the boarder was 
© called) the pleaſure his company afforded : But, 
© how weak are we when in love! and how dif- 
© ficult it is to gain ſuch victories without hazard- 
c ing the moſt dangerous revolutions ! The per- 
« petual conſtraint I was under to diſguiſe my 
< ſentiments, and the conſtant guard I was 
* obliged to keep over myſelf, was too great a 
© ſhock to my inclinations for a tender con- 
« ſtitution to ſupport; I ſunk under the weight, 
and fell dangerouſly ill. | 
* Belizai never left my bed-ſide; if my re- 
© ſolution gave way at the ſight of him, he was 
* not leſs captivated on his fide ; he ſecretly ad- 
© mired me from the firſt, but having diſcovered 
© my humour, and regulating his behaviour 
© upon the antipathy I expreſſed to the ſofter 
© paffions, his conduct, either through timidity 
© or diſcretion, was ſo circumſpect and re- 
© ſtrained, that, led by my capricious temper, 
© I blamed him for it in my heart. But when I 
© fell ſick, he left me no farther room to find 
© fault with him. He threw off all reſtraint 
* when he ſaw the danger I was in, and gave 
© very convincing proofs both of his paſſion and 
grief: The tranſports he indulged himſelf in, 
© were ſo acceptable to my father, that he pro- 
© miſed Belizai, if it ſhould pleaſe God to re- 
Sf & ſtore. 
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ſtore my health, he would join our hands in 


caſe no obſtacle aroſe from any diſlike of 


*-mine. Tranſported with this promiſe, and 
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looking upon me, as he told me, in the quality 


of his dear wife, he would ſcarce ſuffer an 

one elſe. to do the leaſt thing for me. The 
condition to which I was reduced, and his 
known diſcretion, pleaded an indulgence of 


his tenderneſs; but the ſmall-pox ſoon ap- 


pearing, and my father being apprehenſive of 
his boarder's health, he was debarred from 
coming into my chamber. The timorous Be- 
lixi obeyed, but with ſo much regret and 
vexation that he loſt his appetite ; my father 
perceiving this, and fearing leſt his over-pre- 
caution might bring on what he endeavoured 
to prevent, left him to his liberty: This, 
which he called a favour, was no ſooner 
granted, but he preſently recovered his uſual 
chearfulneſs. During the firſt day of Belizai's 
being removed for the reaſons above- men- 
tioned, when the intervals of my illneſs per- 
mitted, I was ſenſible of his abſence, and ſuf- 
fered cruelly by it, breathing out abundance 
of ſighs, without diſcovering the real cauſe. 
Ah! without doubt, ſaid I ro myſelf, Belizas 
is gone. diſcouraged, as he well may, by my 
indifference ; he is gone ! and offers elſewhere 
thoſe vows which here found fo cold a recep- 
tion : or rather, has not my illneſs disfigured 
me to that degree, that the little beauty which 
once could ſecure” his affections, is now no 
more; Either reflections pierced my very 


* ſoul; theſe agitations increaſed my illneſs to 


© that 
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ported at my recovery; he ſhewed it by the 
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© that degree, that had not Belixai returned, as 


- © he did by my father's permiſſion, life was 


< fleeting faſt away: His preſence called it back; 
© the deſpair he expreſſed at my extreme danger 
being an undeniable proof of his conſtancy 
© and love, was a precious balm re-animating my 
© benumbed ſenſes: I began to recover, but 
< what chiefly contributed to it, and fed my 


£ vanity beſides, was, that being fond of my few 


« charms, eſpecially from the time my heart was 
© entangled in love, I found I ſhould not in th 
© leaſt be marked with the ſmall-pox. yy. 5 
My father, who, during the courſe of my 
eln had been cruelly alarmed, was tranf- 


© large alms and other works of piety he em- 
© ployed as an acknowledgment for ſo great a 
© bleſſing, and to obtain its continuance till my 
health was fully re-eſtabliſhed ; being uneaſy 


© that all his experience and remedies could not 


LY 


prevail againſt a languiſhing weakneſs: under 
which I laboured. But in three months after 
the ſmall-pox was over, he had greater reaſon 
than ever to be afflicted, for I was ſeized with a 
continual vomiting ; this was attributed to 
a diſorder of my ſtomach, and proper re- 
medies were tried, but without ſucceſs, till 
in the fourth month it ceaſed, when J began 
to mend, though I was ſtill troubled with a kind 
© of loathing, and odd fancies that were not uſual, 
Belizaui ſtill continued his affiduity about me, 
© but notwithſtanding my ſecret inclinations, 
© I behaved outwardly as uſual: Though I 
really loved him more than myſelf, yet I could 

1 N * not. 
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not conquer the averſion J had to declare my 
mind, as he well deſerved for his tenderneſs, 
love, and complaiſance; a declaration which at 
once would have compleated the joy of both 
* him and the family, being what he ſo earneſtly 
deſired. My father attributed this indifference 
of Beliaai to my old averſion in regard of men 
in general, but was ſtill in hopes that in time 
my mind might change. eee 
My health was now entirely re- eſtabliſned, 
except ſome twitches | felt, which from timè 
to time were almoſt inſupportable. The ac- 
count I gave my father of it, and my comparing. 
it to a living creature, made him conclude 
that I had ſomething within me, bred by a 
conflux of humours, that preyed upon me 
and ſupported its life at the expence of. mine, 
which it wore away by degrees; examples, 
though not very frequent, are not wanting of 
ſuch phznomena, and thence he concluded to: 
his great amazement that it was my caſg ; he 
called a conſultation of phyſicians, unwilling 
to rely on himſelf in ſo nice a point, and 
wherein he was ſo nearly. concerned. I was 
examined, and it appearing that I felt the 
motions before-mentioned, when faſting, or 
beginning to eat, it was concluded that my 
father's opinion was preferable to any thing 
that had been alledged on the ſubject, and that 
as the caſe was exceeding dangerous as well 
as extroardinary, an inciſſion was the only 
means of freeing me from what ſooner or later 


_ prove my deſtruction. . 
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This preſeription threw the whole family 
© into the utmoſt conſternation; my father after 
© drying his tears, came and acquainted me with 
© it, having prepared me with all that religion 


or reaſon could ſuggeſt ; I muſt own that the 


© concluſion of his harangue ftruck a terror into 
© me, ſince] found that in performing the oper- 
© ation the tealt accident might be fatal. I took 
© that night to conſider of it, and any one will 
« eaſily imagine, that in ſuch a ſituation I got 
© but little reſt. It was near day before I ſhut 
my eyes; nevertheleſs, oppreſſed as I was, I 
© began to doſe, when on a ſudden I ſtarted up at 
© a voice which ſaid diſtinctly, Lindamine, be 


© ſure you don't conſent to the operation, in two 


© months you will be certainly cured. Terrified 
at the voice, and covered with a cold ſweat, 
I called aloud for help to my father, whoſe 
chamber was near mine ; he immediately roſe 
and came to know the occaſion of my out- 
cries: When I told him what had happened, 
he endeavoured to bring me to myſelf by per- 
ſuading me, that conſidering the anxiety I 
went to bed in, it was eaſy to comprehend 
that the vapours of a ſleep ſo reaſonably diſ- 
turbed, might occaſion a dream, which would 
make the greater impreſſion, as it aroſe from 
the apprehenſions the ſoul is continually under 
with regard to a ſeparation from the body: 
For a confirmation of what he afferted, he re- 
minded me of what I read a hundred times 
in our treatiſes on phyſic, that in a violent 
* fever the ſubtle vapours which mount to the 
© brain, cauſe ſo great a diſturbance and con- 
a ö © fuſion 
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* fuſion in the ſeveral parts about the pinza/ 
© gland, that it conceives objects very far dif- 
_ © ferent from what they really are in themſelves ; 
_ © that they not only repreſent them thus to the 
* diſturbed imagination, but even to the eyes 
themſelves: It ſometimes happens that the 
very ears ſeem to hear, even when we are 
awake, ſentences which are nothing but the 
whole produce of a diſtempered brain. _. 
© Theſe remarks, however well founded, 
made no impreffion ; I was too well ſatisfied 
of what had happened, neither had I any fever, 
andconſequently not in the fituation my father 
ſuppoſed ; beſides, my ſtudies had not entirely 
conquered the prejudices of childhood ; and 
our ſex, whatever progreſs it may make in 


R A 6 


its natural weakneſs: I dreaded apparitions, 
and imagined the voice to come from ſome- 
thing of that nature; I was poſitive I had 


parted had given me that admonition; my 
father made light of all this, and ſet it afideby 
philoſophical arguments, which at Jaſt con- 
© vinced me; the great confidence I repoſed 
© in his learning and experience obliged me to 
© yield the point, but at the ſame time I de- 
© clared to him, that finding myſelf much better 
© and free from the pains I had complained of 
© (which was only a feint to avoid the operation) 
© 1 could not think of coming to an extremity 
| © he would have replied, but I fell into ſuch f, 
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learning, always retains ſome little ſhare af 


been acquainted with the voice; from whence 
I concluded.ſome friend of the family juſt de- 
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fit of crying, that out of compaſſion he gave . 
© me his word he would not inſiſt upon it. 
< Notwithſtanding the danger with which the 
© phyſicians threatened me, in caſe I did not com- 
« ply with what they ordered, my health im- 
proved daily, excepting thoſe interior motions 
4 i felt, but did not dare mention for fear of the 
© fatal operation; nevertheleſs, the uneaſineſs 
© this new habit of body occalioned, was far 
© inferior to what I laboured under on account of 
my fleep: naturally I ſlept but little, and was 
© ſo alert that a mouſe would wake me; but 
« after the ſmall-pox it was quite otherwiſe ; I 
© wes ſo altered as to this particular, that I 
© not only ſlept many hours, but it was often 
© morally impoſſible to wake me; my maid 
© aſſuring me that ſhe frequently pulled me 
© about for half an hour before I opened my eyes, 
© and ſometimes could not effect it; that one 
© day particularly ſhe was very much frightened, 
© imagining I was in a fit, and would havecalledmy 
father, but that I had ſtrictly charged her never 
to acquaint him with my ailments, for fear of 
bringing on the terrible operation with which 
I was threatened. This detail made me renew 
the prohibition for the ſame reaſon, and from 
my own knowledge in phyſic I took ſuch re- 
medies as are proper to thin the blood, and of 
courſe to prevent the ill e onſequences of a 
continual ſleepineſs. _ 3 
* One morning being awake ſooner than or- 
dinary, Belizai ſent in my maid to deſire leave 
to ſpeak a word with me: I was then in bed, 
as I generally had been of late by reaſon of a 
5 3 FT heavy 
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heavy wearineſs J could no ways account for, 
and which made my father and mother very 
'© uneaſy, leſt what the phyſicians had foretold 
© ſhould come to paſs; decency obliged me at 
"© firſt to refuſe Belizai's requeſt, but he inſiſting 
on coming in, and declaring he ſhould not 
ſtay a minute, Tordered the maid to remain in 


the room. He held a letter in his hand, with 
a dejected air, and melancholy painted on his 


his countenance ; the very fight of him made 
© me ſtart, without knowing the reaſon. He 


"© trembled as he drew near the bed-fide. I am 

going faid he, to leave you, Mademoi ſelle, 
having juſt now received an account that m. 

father lies at the point of death; my grief— 


© It is very natural, (ſaid I interrupting him, 
<. pierced to the very ſoul, and ſcarce able to diſ- 


© ſemble it) I am much concerned at your 
trouble. Would to God” cried Belizai 


© not regarding the maid's preſence, © it were 


© really fo! What a comfort ſhould I receive 
* from your ſharing in the affliction I muſt 
«© undergo, when abſent from you.“ We 


© miſtake each other,” replied I fill diſſembling, 


I mean the danger your father is in, which 
'© has not the leaſt connection with what you 
.* juſt now mentioned. It is too evident,” re- 
_ © plied the charming Belixai, © that you will 
"<< not underſtand me; I bluſh when I own, 


c that what calls me away does not moſt alarm 


"<6 me: Could I but lay open my heart, that 


ce you might read what paſſes there]! Whence 


„ comes this cruel: averſion to men? Am I too 
included in it? Ah! lovely Lindamine, to 


What. 
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ee What has this notion prompted me! How 
«© happy ſhould I be, if you do not one day 
cc . — the raſhneſs of a paſſion, which 
« durſt not face the light !' © I underſtand. 
< you not,” replied I, amazed at his dark ex- 
© preſſions, and ſurpriſed at his looking ſtedfaſtly 
© on me, which was not uſual. What fear of 
the light is it you hint at ?? continued I; © what: 
e encouragement did I ever give you, that you 
© ſhould, entertain me with ſo. much aſſurance 
© on the ſubject of love ?? My right,” re- 
© plied Belixai in confuſion, is of ſuch a. 
nature He was going on when my father 
© came into the room; I was extremely con- 
© cerned at the interruption. of a_ diſcourſe - 
© which ſo much affected me, and which hither - 
to it was impoſſible for me to comprehend. 
My father, who by the ſame poſt had lke- 
© wiſe received the news, came to inform Balixai 
okthe particulars: His voyage was immediately 
concluded on, the reſolving upon which over- 
© powered me: In love, as | was, ſo awful a 
* preſence as my father obliged me to ſtifle my 
© tears: The moment was now come, in 
© which my weakneſs muſt have diſcovered. 
© itſelf to open view. Belixai retired with my 
© father, after taking his leave in the moſt re- 
ſpectful manner; overwhelmed with anguiſh 
0 Tanz the maid away, and being alone I aban- 
* doned myſelf to affliction. | 
It was near ten at night before I thought of 
eating, or would ſuffer any one to be in my 
chamber; but finding myſelf ſeized with a2 
* violent colic which, es every moment, 
I rung 


1 


** 


c] rung my bell for help; my * was ſcarce 
© entered the room when I cried out bitterly, 
and thought myſelf on the point of expiring : 

© The ſervant, terrified at the condition J was 
© in, ran to acquaint my father, who im- 
© mediately entered the room with my mother; 
© their preſence afforded me no relief, nor 
< hindered my moans ; my father, with all his 


_ © {kill, was miſtaken, and apprehended I ſhould 
© be fifled by the creature the phyſicians ſup · 


© poſed I had within me; he ordered ſome blood 
to be taken away, which gave me a little re- 
ließ, but the fatal colic returning with greater 
95 violence than ever, and throwing me into 
convulſions, be burſt into tears, and whiſ- 
Pereg, my mother that there was no hopes of 
Hife, and that I could not poſſibly ſurvive 
till morning; this threw the whole family 
© into the utmoſt deſpair: phyſicians and far- 
© geons were called in, and, whilſt I was making 
my confeſhon, conſulted what to do: They 
call agreed (except one, who, after feeling my 
« pulſe, went away ſhrugging up his ſhoulders) 
_ © that in this extremity the r as ſhould be 
© attempted. 
< My father was coming into my room to 
© prepare me for ſuch a horrible preſcription, 
© not doubting but the preſence of mind 
© and good ſenſe I retained in my torments, 
< would effect an entire reſignation to the will 


© of Heaven : But alas ! there was no occaſion 
for 1 4 thing of that kind: How ſhall I dare 


© to acknowledge my ſhame ? continued the 


NF Pilgrim, — down her eyes, and 
bluſhing; 
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bluſhing; Nature, preſſed to eaſe me of a 
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common and uſual burthen, made ſo violent 
an effort, that, the whole houſe ringing with 
my cries, I brought forth a little creature 
without any one's aſſiſtance; my mother ſmote 
her breaſt at the ſight, and my father quite 
thunderſtruck, left the room with a broken 
heart: The apprehenſion left reproaches might 
prove of fatal conſequence, prevailed on my 
mother to ſtifle her rage; ſhe conſtrained 
herſelf ſo far as to make much of me, and 
ſerve me in place of a midwife; I ſuffered 


myſelf to be guided, without the leaſt ſuſ- 


picion of what happened, believing very 


ſincerely that it was only the ſtrange creature 


ſo often mentioned, from which Heaven was 
pleaſed at laſt to free me. 


"OY gave the greater credit- to it as the child 


was ſtill- born, which might very well happen 
from the difficulty of the birth, and want of 


proper afliftance, as the real cauſe of my ill- 


neſs was not ſurmiſed. Ten days paſt on in 
this manner, during which my father never 
came near me; I enquired for him every mo- 
ment, as alſo a deſcription of the creature from 
which I had been freed ; I could get no anſwer 
to my queſtions ; ſighs and tears generally 
followed, which was all the ſatisfaction I 
received. OY 


But as 1 had recovered ſome ſtrength, and 


thought myſelf out of any immediate danger 
of death, I reſolved to riſe and ſee what was 


become of my father, who never appeared. 


The ſorrow under which my mother and the 
1 ſervant 


* . * ** . nk 2 * 


mT 


—— 2 9 N 


- — 
* pa 


* 1 * 
a” = 


785 i 


— 
e 


I 8 
** 

- 7 * " « v -_ - " 

p 4% l 

r +, 22608 mann ye T | — 

4 : Gs * R ET : E. * n 
12 7 1 5 8 5 1 \ : ; ba 
£5 F ay F "x vt l * 
* \ =s * N N U. * . . p 1 4 {4 4 

I 6 . * 1 " Ws = us , a - 5 4 * 7 j 0 fo ug 


_—— pa 
r 


24 The Fertunate Country Maid. 


< ſervant ſeemed to fink, diſturbed me very 
© much, and their anſwers not agreeing exactly 
together, I threw- myſelf. out of bed, fully 
< reſolved to penetrate into this myſtery. © Go 
<< to your, bed, again, cruel. child,” ſaid my 


mother forcing me to. comply, and don't 


% compleat: the number of your crimes in too 
&, ſoon deſtroying; my life, by the loſs of yours, 
„ 'which. cannot be ſo. far off after the diſhonour 


you have brought upon yourſelf ; he ſatisfied. 


with the bitter anguiſh with which you have 
© overwhelmed.me,, by bringing your father to 
* the grave through your vile behaviour, and 
& do not add to your farther reproach. Good 
God.! what is it] hear?” cried I in tranſport: 
© What firoke is this that is aimed at me? My 
© father dead! I bring him to the prave!” 


Ves, cxuet creature, replied my mother in- 


© terrupting me, and. ſhedding a torrent of tears; 
&« your · father paid the debt of nature two days 


& after that fatal one, which you blackened by 


4 ſpreading ſhame and confuſion over the 
ce family,” Heavens! replied I weeping bit- 
© terly,. © what crimes have I committed | what 
© am I, accuſed of! Wretch that I am in the 


© very, jaws. of death, languiſhing for ſo many 


© months, not ſeeing the face of any one, what 
is it I am thus reproached withal ?? © But, 
© daughter, my dear daughter,” cried my: 
mother, to what purpoſe do you thus plead 
t ignorance? How can you hope to hide an. 
© infamy, Which I was an eye witneſs of, and 
<« every, body knows? Notwithſtanding all the 


4 precautions we employed to ſcreen. our ſhame. 
» 5 0 e from 


DS oo a en OO AO Em ATT To 


— * * 
K _ * EEG d b 
R SE Cas dn $2: i INE. ; n 4 n 
1 3 r 


The Fortunate Country Maid. 2 5 


<& from the eves of the world, the whole town 
© is too well informed ” © Informed of 
hat? cried | interrupting her, and paſt all 
© patience at what ſhe ſaid ; © Explain yourſelf 

better, for God is my witneſh-— « Do not, 
T Lindamine,” continued my mother, © do not 

« prophane that adorable name, leſt immediate 


« vengeance ſhould fall upon yau : On the con- 

« trary,. you ought to thank the Lord for the 

8 3 favour of preſerving you a life, which 
« your indiſcretion expoſed, and of which you 


« were. unworthy, by being the occaſion of 
ec your child's: dying without baptiſm: That 
& might have been prevented, had you placed a 


4% due confidence in your mother, and frankly 


« gyne\l wat kind of aſſi ſtance you wanted; a 


cc m ther, however afflicted ſhe may be with 


“ {ſuch a. confeſſion, ,yet when ſo dangerous a 
“ moment is at hand, forgets what is pait.”? 

I ſhould have ſuffered her to have gone on 
© much longer, ſo contounded I was and aſto- 


© n5thed with this diſcourſe. Imagining that ſhe 


made an impreſſion, and that grief and ſhame 
© rei'rained me from returning an auſwerz 
& Take courage, continued the:embracing me, 
« what is paſſed cannot be remedied: Your 
« firſt ſtep at preſent towards an a ment, 
« is to implore the forgiveneſs of Heaven for 
« your crimes, and I will join with you in good 
© works, that we may obtain ſo great a mercy ; 


„ The death of a child and a parent can never 


te be.ſufficiently atoned for; nevertho.zls, we 


„ ought. not to deſpair, continued ihe een 


© me almoſt choaked with excels of griet. * T. 1 
Vol. II. G « Goips 


26 The Fortunate Country Maid. 


<< Goſpel afſures us, that a contrite heart opens 
<« the gates of mercy. Come, daughter,”” con- 
© tinued my mother, fearing left I thould expire 
© in the agony in which ſhe ſaw me, we'll ſay 
© no more, ſhould it throw you into a fever it 
* may be fatal. Heaven forbid! what would 
© become of me, if I ſhould loſe all that's left 
< me in this world | No, my dear child, added 
this wretched parent, embracing me, you 
«© will not overwhelm me a new? You always 
© loved your mother, and vou know ſhe doats 
« on you; dry up your tears, | forget all, I 
4% have ſaid it; and the cruel injury we have 
* received ſhall be atoned for by your marryin 
© the perſon, who, notwithſtanding all the dif. 
© cretion I know you are poſſeſſed of, has found 
means to delude you; name him, perhaps he 
6 abſconds, but let him return, we have an 
_ < ample fortune ſufficient to ſettle him very 
« happily in the world; it's ſcarce poſſible, 
« whoever he is, that he can be fo diſhonourable 
at as to refuſe you this reparation.” 
All this' was but fo many riddles, as I 
aſſured my mother; ſhe bewailed mv obitinacy 
© and fearing leſt her impatience might be of i 
© conſequence to my health, went out of my 
chamber all in tears: She was no ſooner gone 
but I renewed my lamentations, and threw 
s myſelf a ſecond time out of bed in order to 
« follow her; the maid, who was much ftron- 
ger, put me to bed again: In the name of 
God, Fun, faid I, explain what my mo- 
, ther has been ſaying: I with- child! I brought 
to bed! I really believe, if I may uſe ſuch an 
1 © expreſſion, 
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r expreſſion, my mother is gone diſtracted.“ 
« Ay, but it's too true for all that, replied the 
© ſervant very coarſely, and you would do 
„ much better, Miſs, to o who' has abuſed 
£«.you.” © You are an impertinent huſſy, an- 
© fwered I giving her a box on the ear; it be- 
comes you mighty well truly, to talk to me in 
© this manner, learn the reſpect you owe me; 
© my mother is miſtreſs, and may ſay what ſhe 
© pleaſes,- though, God knows, | bear it very 
© impatiently even from her; but, for you, let 
© me hear no more of it.“ The ſervant, pro- 
voked at my behaviour, took fo much _— 
© in a pert anſwer ſhe made me, that, tranſ- 
ported beyond all bounds, I catched up a 
© candleftick which flood by my bed-fide, and 
© threw'it with ſo much force, that lighting un- 
© happily on her temple, ſhe expired in about 
*-two hours tim. | 

Imagine, Mademoiſelle,” continued the un- 
fortunate Pilgrim with a deep { gn, the de pair 
© this Jaſt fad accident occaſioned; I got out of 
© bed, bewailing what I had done, and ran in 
= © my thift like a mad creature to my mother's 
| chamber; ſhe was crying, and ſeemed 
= * ftrightened/at the fight of me; ſhe came and 

_ © embraced me, and led me back to my chamber 
© with all the careſſes her tenderneſs could in- 
© fpire; but how great was her conſternation 
hen ſhe beheld the maid groveling on the 
© floor in her blood! ſhe c lled for help, A 
© ſurgeon was ſent for, but ll in vain, his ſkill 
* could not fave ner lie. . 
A plauſible account, you m y in ine, was 
given of this accidenc ; as thus wa: 0 witneſs 

g | C 2 . N preſent, 
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prefent, and -we much id and | reſpeded, 
the author of the n, was never 1 in 
* queſtion. ns * 
In the mean ons, this: aft adventure, 1 to» 
*. gether with what my mother had alledged, 


* affected me ſo — that I fell very ill. and 


6 
6 
4 
4 


„ „ „„ „ „ „ „ „„ „ „ „„ „„ „„ „ „ 


* lay at the point of death; tbe convincing 


© proofs ſhe had given me of my having really 
lain in, though 1 knew mvtelf. entirely in- 


nocent, afforded me a gloomy light in my 
fatal deſtiny, and perplexing my mind with ſo 


many contradiftions, brought me into the 


condition I juſt ao mentioned; my mother 


was ſo terrified/that ſhe made a vow, of going 


in pilgrimage to our Lady's of Luxembourg, if 
God would pleaſe to reſtore my. health. 
© Her prayers were heard, doubtleſs for. the 


greater puniſhment of my ſins; on my re- 
covery ſhe began to think of her grave, the 


way to which our misfortunes had already 
pavęd; 4 but my perſiſ ing not to acknowledge 
who-it was ſhe. imagined had abuſed; me. (a 
refuſal ſhe conſidered as a proof of an obſtinate 


and wicked heart\, was ſuch a finiſhing ſtroke, 


that he ſunk under it : Finding her „ d 
draw near, and ſeeing me in tears by her bed» 
ſide, ſhe conjured me by the condition I ſaw 
her in, to give her the ſatistaction ſhe had ſo 


long deſired: What could I ſay, ignorant as1 


was of what had happened, but convinced 


that if there was any thing in it, ſome very 
extraordinary means had been employed; my 


mother could not be perſuaded but that 1 


diſſembled the truth, and _ that account 
nw i. 2; 119 never 
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+ never looked towards me during the few days 
« ſhe had to live; neither coufd my tears nor 
entreaties prevail upon her to give me her 
bleſſing; ſhe aſſured me Juſt before the expired, 
that ſooner or later God would puniſh my falſe 


- - - 


I 7; 


heart. | 
Her death, attended with.. fo many cruel 
circi;mſtances, threw me into ſuch agonies, of 
deſpair, that I made feyeral attempts on my 
"own life; my relations, who never left me 
after this laſt accident, watcited me day and 
night, and it is to their vigilance I owe my 
preſervation from an untimely end. This 
frenzy laſted above a month; it is true, the 
frequent exhortations of 'a worthy clergyman, 
whoſe learning” equalled his great conpatiion, 
brought me by degrees to myſelf; he pre- 
vailed on me, after hearing all my misfortunes, 
to have recourſe to ' Almighty * God: My 
ſincerity and innocence appeared to him in- 
diſputable; religion had gained its aſcendant 
over me, and | made my confeſſion with the 
diſpoſitions ot'a ſincere penitent. The good 
prieſt gueſfed, from all. the circumſtances of 
my misfortunes, that ſome unnatural means 
hid been baſely employed on this occaſion, or + 
that a ſleeping potion had been ſecretly ad-. 
miniſtered, ſince I was entirely innocent: 
This ſeemed the more likely from ſome par- 
ticulars I informed him of; and finding how 
much I ſuffered in relating all that had paſſed, 
he comforted me, by reprefenting that as | 
could not foreſee what was to happen, I mighi 
reaſonably hope to find mercy in the ſight” of 
1815120 C 3 God ; 
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God; but, if I had perſiſted in rebellin 
againſt his will, I ſhoul! have excluded myſelf 
from his holy grace; hat providence ordered 

every thing for the beſt, and out of love to us 
creatures, often moved its ſecret ſprings to 
draw us to itſelf; that in misfortunes like 

mine, the only reſource was to ſubmit to its 


- 


- 
- 
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© Such exhortations, often repeated with great 
 fervqur, had the effect the good curate pro- 
poſed: After a ſpiritual, retreat of nine days 
which he enjoined, methought an inſpiration 
from Heaven induced me to make a vow of 
fulfilling what my mother had promiſed during 
my illneſs ; beſides, I firmly determined at Py 
return to become a Nun, beſtowing one half 
of my eſtate on the poor, and dividing the 
other among my relations, without regard to 
proximity of blood, but as their ſeveral wants 
MEA. ._T__Mooo obo lf 
+ After this plan was formed, I communis 
E cated it to my worthy director; he con» 
: 1 me on ſuch pious reſolutions, in- 
© {pired, as he ſaid, by the divine grace; but he 
* diſapproved of the pilgrimage, as liable to 
| © great inconveniencies, to which, in ſo long a 
< journey, a young woman muſt W 16 
© be expofed ; he offered a diſpenſation from the 
© vow, but he found me ſo ſtrongly bent on 
© the performance, that he was obliged to con- 
© ſent, after giving me the beſt advice for re- 
* gulating my conduct, and avoiding the dangers 
© his prudence ſoreſaw would attend the execu- 
tion of my delign. Before I began my pil» 
; ; $ : ” grimage, 


* 
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« orimage, 1 ſettled my affairs, reſerving only 
„ what was . oe neceſſary for the ſtate of 
© life I was determined to embrace; my rela- 
© tions uſed their utmoſt endeavours to diſſuade 
0 „ me from making over my fortune, juſtly ap- 
rehending that if I ſhould change my mind, 
5 f muit depend upon the courteſy of thei for 
© a ſubſiſtence ; but my ſteadineſs ſurmounted 
© all theſe obſtacles, and as they perceived I was 
„ entirely taken up with my project, they left 
* me at liberty to act as I judged proper; a de- 
6 ſign of embracing a religious life has this 
particular privilege, that it ſupplies the in- 
© capacity of minors. 
* Theday before my departure I underwent 
© an aſſault, little inferior to tne reſt : J received 
© on. the fame day two letters from Beliza: : 
Che firſt informed me how much he ſuffered 
© by being ſeparated from me,. and that nothing 
6 tg effect the leaſt alteration in bis ſenti- 
© ments :. He acquainted me that his father was 
© dead, and had left him a plentiful fortune; 
© that decency alone had prevented him till no]. | 
from affuring me that his happineſs was in- = 
© compatible with my abſence ; he beſought me 
| 8 22 accept of his hand and haart with all he 
poſſeſſed; he exhorted me to reflect very 
y Md nr on what he propoſed, declaring that 
© in ſome ſenſe I was not at liberty to do, other- 
© wiſe, nor ſo much my own miltreſs as to diſ- 
C poſe of myſelf without his conſent. 

* I was {till at a loſs to comprehend the 
© meaning of all this, which I thought a very 
© extraordinary method of courtſhip; but the: 

C 4 « ſecond. 


4 * 1 EY 4 1 , 
_ | a 
& 5 


| 
_ 


32 The Fortunate Country Maid. 
© ſecond letter, dated two days after the firſt, 
© and wrote left I ſhould heſitate in coming to 


© adetermination, fully apprized me of my fatal 
© deſtinv, by his declaring himſelf very roundly 


to be my huſband; he there acquainted me 


© with the baſe means he had employed to obtain 
© that title, vainly endeavouring to palliate them 
© by the exceſs of his paſſion, and a dread of 
© loſing me, too well grounded on the antipathy 
© I expreſſed to any engagement; that having 


© conſidered all this, he made uſe of ſome very 


© extraordinary means to lay me aſleep ; that at 
firſt he haJ no farther view than to remedy a 
want of ſleep, from which I ſuffered very 
much during my illneſs ; but the opportunity 
appearing ſo favourable to his future lawful 
deſigns, as he called them, he could not reſiſt 
the temptation ; that he had flattered himſelf, 
in caſe a pledge of his love ſhould appear, 
decency would effect what his paſſion and ad- 
dreſſes could not compaſs : How far he was 
in the right, my behaviour muſt determine. 
The ſecond letter juſtly incenſed me to a 


py very great degree; notwithſtanding the pre- 


© judice of my {ſecret paſſion for this unwarthy 
© lover, I firmly reſolved never to ſee his face 
© more, and that nothing ſhould ever prevail on 


iT me to change my mind. I reſolved to exert 


* myſelf in az to forget him: ad- 
© drefling myſelf to God, I made a ſacrifice to 
* him of whatever inclination, might remain, 
© and renewed my vow of beggitifpg a Nun; a 
© reſolution I have hitherto perliffed in, and will 


never ay aſide, truſting in God that his holy 


© grace 
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grace will ſupport me againſt every thing: that 
* may tend to ſhake my reſolution. * 

_ © It is now a year and a day ſince I came from 
bome in this equipage : +I Have had the good 
fortune to execute my deſign without meeting 
_ © with any troubleſome adventure, and, as my 

© yow is fulfilled this day, moro As adieu 

* to the world. 

© Thus I have given you, Matenviſelts, the 

6, hiſtory of 'my misfortunes, which will be ever 
© freſh in my memory: For my greater humili- 
ation, I have made it a law to myſelf always 
© to give a detail of them to ſuch as defire it, to 
© the end that this hiſtory, being made public, 
© may teach young women to dread: the vile 

d artifices which men are ſo apt to {employ in 
9 ſedueing their innocence, and to be always on 
© their guard againſt ſuch beaſts of prey, the 
„more to be feared, when emboldened in the 


© havock they make, by any — endow- 
© ments of body or mind. ' 

Fo this recital of my mjofortunes there i is 
© one condition annexed, which I do not pre- 
_ © viouſly mention, Vecauſe: I am perſuaded no- 

* bady will refuſe to comply with it : It is, Ma- 
© demorſelle, to do ſome act of piety in my 
© behalf, that God will pleaſe to give me per- 
© ſeverance- in the holy ſentiments with which 
© he has inſpired me, and ſtrength to put them 
© in execution.” 

Thus did Lindamine finiſh her fory,' wiping 
away her tears which ſhe could not reſt rain. 1 
thanked her for the complaiſance ſhe had ſhewn, 


and enquired how far off the convent might be, 
C 5 Wuicher 
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whither ſhe propoſed to retire: her anſwer was, 
that ſhe had not as yet pitched upon any place; 
that it was indifferent to her, and, as ſhe in- 
tended to forſake the world entirely, ſhe pro- 
poſed, when her ſteward arrived, to make him 
beſpeak ſome convent where ſhe was not known; 
that for this reaſon ſhe would not fix her re- 
tirement in her own country, elſew here ſhe had 
no objeQion, if ſhe were receive. 
Upon hearing this, a thought came into my 
head, that might be equally ſerviceable to her, 
and give me an opportunity of ſending ſome ac- 
count of myſelf to dear St. Agnes, ever preſent 
in my heart. With this view, I recommended 
very earneſtly to Lindamine the monaſtery I had 
lately left, promiſing to direct her to a lady who 
honoured me with her friendſhip, and who 
would take a ſingular pleaſure, through a ſincere 
piety and. obliging diſpoſition, to ſerve her, as 
far as lay in her power; that it was the ſureſt 
means of compleating her deſign, as ſhe would 
be received with open arms; and being ſo well 
recommended, no enquiry would be made. 
Lindamine __ her 8 
great vivacity, and accepted very kindly of m)˖ 
propoſal. I talked a great deal — — 
St. Agnes, praiſing her ſweet difpofition and 
agreeable converſation ; I ſpent the remainder of 
the day in entertaining the pretty Pilgrim with 


the ſatisfation ſhe would find in the company of 
my friend, whoſe adventures, when acquainted 

with them, would intereſt her much, and oblige 
her to own that Sz. Agnes, in ſome reſpects, was 
more to be pitied than herſelf, Lindamine ſeemed. 


f 
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very much ſurpriſed at this, and aſked what 
misfortunes were comparable to her own?. _ 

The perplexity, into which this queſtion 
threw me, made Sr. Fa riſe from his ſeat, 
eaſily apprehending, that as matters were, bis 
preſence might be ſome reſtraint upon me: 
obliging and well-bred as he was, he defired 
leave to go before it was too late, and try the 
benefit of the air for a head-ach he had been 
troubled with ſince morning. As he addreſſed 
himſelf to me, I anſwered with a bow, upon 
which he retired. - 2 1 0 
When Lindamine and I were alone, I preſſed 
her again to pitch upon the convent I had 
mentioned; ſhe aſſured me that ſhe would go 
next day to Madame de , and as ſoon 
as that lady had ſettled the terms of her ad- 
miffion, ſhe would enter. This point being: 
ſettled, I reſumed the ſubject of Sz. Agnes, and; 
related her hiltory in ſhort to Lindamine, that 
the might entertain the better opinion of her. 
| | The Pilgrim confeſſed that if the fair Nun had: 
5 the leaſt of her crimes to reproach herſelf withal,, 
ſhe, Lindamine, would allow herſelf. to be the 
leaſt unhappy of the two; but that-no-misfor-. 
tune was equal to the ſtings of a guilty con 
ſcience. - „ . 3p" 5 
TCindamine very readily gathered from my 
friend's hiſtory, that I was. entruſted with. ſome 
letters of conſequence, which I had not as yet 
found means to ſend ;: ſhe told me very oblig- 
ingly, that if I would venture them in her 
hands, ſhe would anſwer for their being de- 
hvered; that ſhe. would ſend the next day a 


Cr 
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truſty ſervant expreſs with them, who ſhould 


return and give her an account of the execution 
of his commiſſion: I was ® well pleaſed with 
the feaſibleneſs and expedition of the propoſal, 
that, tranſported to think how overjoyed Sr. 
Agnes would be to have her buſineſs ſo well fol- 
lowed, I threw my arms about Lindamine's 
neck for joy. This lovely. creature, charmed 
with my friendly diſpoſition, had a great mind 
to know, in her turn, my hiſtory : and though 
her politeneſs made her readily accept of the 
excuſes I framed, yet ſhe could not forbear re- 
newing the attack ſeveral times; at laſt, I told 
her with a ſmile, that it. would be a very ill 
return. for all her civilities, to trouble her with 
a detail of my misfortunes; that St. Agnes 
ſhould ſatisfy her curioſity, and by an agreeable 


manner of relating the hiſtory, would render it 


leſs infupportable. Lindamine allowed of this 
frivolous apology, but it only ſerved, as I was 
afterwards informed, to increaſe her impatience. 
As the time left for diſpatching our buſineſs grew 
very ſhort, we ſet ourſelves to writing. was 
very glad of this opportunity to beg of Madame 
de 6. the continuance of her friendſhip, 
and to give her an account of my preſent fitu- 
ation. My letter to Sr. Agnes gave me the 
leaſt trouble, though by far the longeſt; after 
letting her know how happy I was in having 
ſuch an opportunity of ferving her, I defired that 
if the arguzeſs ſhould chance to come to the 
monaſtery (which I imagined might poſſibly 
happen), ſhe would pleaſe to inform him, that, 
Whatever befel me, I ſhould preſerve the moſt 

atfeRionate and faithful ſentiments in his regs. 
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We ſpent ſo much time in writing, that it 
was eight o*clock before we finiſhed our diſ- 
patches. I was ſurpriſed that *Sz. Val did not 
return ; his polite behaviour, and the confidence 
ſhewn in leaving me to myſelf at this preſent, 
knowing I had it in my power to eſcape, as L 
had formerly done; this not only effaced all re- 
ſentment of his behaviour on the firſt day, but 
even created an eſteem, and gave me ſome un- 
eaſineſs for his abſence, as it was not a fit hour 
to be in fields in winter. Enquiring for him, 
] was anſwered that he was gone to kill ſome 
game, and very likely watching to ſhoot a hare. 

knew very well, being bred in the country, 
that ſportſmen often ſtaid out late; I returned 
ſomething ſatisfied to Lindamine, but was much 
ſurpriſed to find at her feet, a very handſome 
gentleman, expreſſing himſelf with great emo- 
tion, and from whom the pretty Pilgrim was 


endeavouring to free herſelf with words fre- 


quently interrupted with her tears. I was upon 
the point of retiring without examining any 
farther when Lindamine cried out: No, no, 
dear Jenny, come in and lend me your aſſiſt- 
© ance to guard my heart againſt the attacks of 
© this vile man, the unworthy lover you have 
© already heard me mention. Behold the brutal 
© raviſher who endeavours to alledge the moſt 


© outrageous injury as a proof of the tendereſt 
© affection.” ** Yes, charming Lindamine, 


cried Belizai interrupting her with great eager- 
neſs, © may Heaven puniſh me this inſtant, if I 


had the leaſt intention of offending you! 
From the firſt moment my heart, captivated 
2 | | "Dy 
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© by your charms, to the name of a lover;. 
*© would fain have joined that of huſband, See 
here the firſt arigin of my crime; your cold- 
* nels, the diſtaſte you expreſſed on all oc- 
& caſions againſt matrimony, your father's con- 
*© ſent, which by diſcovering his views, I was: 
in hopes of obtaining, if I could bring my 
« deſigns to bear; all this put together, com- 
* pleatly ſeduced and blinded me; I plead: 
* guilty my charming Zindamine.: That you- 
really love me is no ſecret; why therefore, 
“through an unſeaſonable punctilio, will yow 
make us both unhappy, my wife, my dear wife 
as you are?“ Hold, barbarous man,“ cried! 
che Pilgrim all in tears, what odious title do you: 
give mel what baſe means, O Heaven ! 
© dare you Yes, you are my wife,” re- 
plied Beliaai eagerly graſping her knees, no- 
thing but death ſhall wreſt from me the 
« amiable name of huſband ; let this lady be 
L judge,” continued the wretched lover turn- 
ing to me, ſhe ſhall decide.” ] take you: 
© at your, word,” replied Lindamine caſting a- 
look at me: EI am ſatisfied her ſentiments- 
of honourand religion are ſuch, that 1 have no 
\ © room to doubt her paſſing ſentence in my, 
© favour.” 3 
- Belizai finding his deſtiny placed in my hands, 
roſe up and began with exaggerating. his paſſion, 
tenderneſs and conſtancy ; he ſet forth the moſt 
ious pretences, in excuſe of his raſhneſs. 
and its conſequences ; he endeavoured to make- 
me enter into his opinion, which was, that 
ſince what had happened could not be recalled, 
3 | | | decency; 
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decency required that marriage ſhould ſupply 


the defects of his paſt conduct; alledging, that 
abſtracting from his love, probity obliged him 


to inſiſt on the marriage; from thence he 


paſſed to the torments he had ſuffered whilſt 
abſent from all that was dear to him in 
this life; he ſought to move my compaſſion 


by giving me an account of the advantageous. 


matches he had refuſed for Lindamines ſake; 
he affirmed that being preſſed by his relations in. 


that particular, he left Liſbon to avoid their 


importunities, and came to Mantpelier a year 
ago, to make a facrifice of all thoſe offers to 
bis miſtreſs, and preſent her his hand; that 
finding, to his grief, that ſhe was gone from 
thence, and not knowing where to find her, 
he had wandered about in ſearch of her ever 
ſince; that returning to Montpelier, and luckily: 
diſcovering by mere accident that ſhe had ſent for 


a chaiſe, he watched its ſetting out, and followed 


it, without being perceived, in order to throw 
himſelf at his miſtreſs's feet, and either obtain 
her pardon, or an end of bis afflitions by the 
violence of his deſpair, Ts 

| I gave Balizai full ſcope to utter what he 
had to ſay ; then turning to Lindamine, I aſked: 


her if ſhe had any thing to add on this ſubject 


to what ſhe had already ſaid; her anſwer was, 

that ſhe had not, and that nothing in the world: 

ſhould prevail upon her to alter her reſolutions. 
Encouraged by theſe words, I addreſſed my 


ſelf to Belizat in the following manner: Since 


you are pleated, Sir, to refer yourſelf to my 
* deciſion, ſaid JI, give me leave to tell you, 
e < my 


cc 
« 
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my ſentiments from yours on this affair are 
very different; you muſt excuſe me if I af- 
fert, that in my opinion, you are not only 
unworthy of the favour, to which you pre- 


tend, but even of being received into the 
rank” of thoſe, whoſe firit regard for 


virtue give them a juſt elevation of thought, 
ſince you have ſo outr-geouſly trampled 
on thoſe very dictates of honour and pro- 
bity, upon which you ſeem, with fo little 
reaſon, to value yourſelf. Is it  poſhble, 


wich your education and parts (for it were 
© injuſtice' to deny you either) that you ſhould 


act in a manner ſo inconſiſtent with the duty 
you owe yourſelf? The deluding or even 
forcing a woman, black as they are, fall 
ſhort of the crime you have committed; 
the two firſt may be compared. to two men of 
ſuperior ſtrength and activity, attacking two 


*- others, who by their known want of ſkill 


and courage, are no ways able to withſtand 
chem; whereas your conduct reſembles 
exactly that of a bale aſſaſſin, who fiabs his 
adverſary in the back or afleep. In the firſt 


" caſe, 'the aggreſſors leave room for making 


a defence; a lucky accident may poſſibly 
elude their ſtrength and ſkill: but, in the 
caſe before us, who can poſſibly be ſecure ? 


In truth, I muſt ſay it, your behaviour in 


this affair, is propetly an aſſaſſination. I will 


ſay more; you plead, Sir, that your love 
- prompted you to perpetraie this outrage : 


'No, Sir, real love never leads to villainy ; 
rat it is not to be called love, where 


te tne 


* 


40 
80 
Tr 
40 
©« 
10 
ce 


«c- 


«< 


"TY 


6c 
* 
Tl 
c 
4 
ry 
46 


c«« 
N 


Cc 
cc 
40 
60 
E 
cc 
1 
60 
60 
cc 
(e 


4. 
66 


The Fortunate Country Maid. 4 


the paſſion ultimately centers in itſelf. A 
lady, who was pleated to have ſome ſhare in 
my education, and who is very juſtly ad- 
mired for her nice diſcernment, alwats aſſetted, 
that true eſteem not only wilbes its object 
happy, but even exerts all poſſible means to 
render it ſo, even in the higheſt degree tht 
can be detired ; but what obligation do you 
lay upon your miſtreſs; whom you admire 
becauſe ſhe is handſome, bears a good cha- 
rafter, is ſweet tempered, has, if you pleaſe, 
unconmon talents, in a Word, compleatly 
qualified to be a companion for fe? an 
hundred others will be in love with her as 
well as you, but perhaps are unwilling to 
make a ſacrifice to her of their ſeveraf in- 
cli nations and fortunes. Put the caſe, that 
this miſtreſs, at an unguaded hour, ſhowd be 
ſuſceptible of any frailty, a man ot worth, 
who prop>tes to marty her, would be the firit 
to ſupport her againit any ſuch weakneſs, 
far from taking the advantages of ſuch 
an inclination. if you ſcek to make your- 
ſelf agreeable by laſting recommendations, 
ſuch as probity, virtue, and honour, the 
elteem you create will always ſubſiſt; you 
muſt even, when requiſite, ſacrifice your 
very love itfelf, aad if you cannot complete the 
happineſs of the perſon beloved, you ought 
to contribute all that lies in your power to 
effect it in the arms of another. A ſen- 
timent truly noble, of which we ſee but few 
© Inſtances ;- nevertheleſs I have known thoſe 
whoſe greatneſs of ſou] would not have failed 
them on ſuch an occaſion» 

* In 


\ 
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e in fine, ſr,” continued I, there is no 
© real happineſs without the ſtrickeſt regard to 
* honour and probity. The reaſon is, becauſe 
& when paſſions have no other ſupport than 
& themſelves, they mutually clah and ſhake 
% each other; whereas that love, which has 
** virtue for its guide, fixes happineſs, as it is not 
<< liable to the vexations and impetuous ſtorms 
7e the ſallies of a diſorderly inclination uſually 
© create, How flender ſoever my experience 
10 may be, I think I have given you a feint ſketch 
40 of the real character of a man of worth, and an 
« honourable lover, to both which 1 think 14a- 
& demaiſelle Lindumine jullly intitled, and which, 
% had the found them in you, would have made 
ber compleatly happy, it ite really has thoſe 
| $ favourable ſentiments in your behalf, as you 
c ſeem to aſſert; but, through an unhappy 
0 contraſt, ſhe is become the moſt wretched of 
F her ſex. Reflect how many cruel evils have 
©& flowed from your raſhneſs: ſhe loſes her 
c father ; provoked by an impertinent anſwer 
„ embrues her hands in blood; brings her 
* mother to the grave, and is on the point of 
<< plunging herſelf headlong into eternity: To. 
c com pleat the, whole, ſhe hes ty the 
« AriQeft obligations both of honour and re- 
«© ligion, to make herſelf a ſacrifice, and re- 
ce tire for the reſt of her life to a monaſtery, 
<« in order to appeaſe the remorſes of a guilty 
85 conſcience. Let ſo generous an effort be 
lled on your ſide; or, if you cannot 
obtain ſo noble a victory over yourſelf, at 
< leaft give this laſt prook of Hou: love, not 
"3" "0-2. 
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40 to diſturb | her in the execution of what he 


i propoſes.” 
I had no. ſooner named a. monaſtery, bot 
Belizai threw himſelf again ai her feet, with ſuch 
marks of a ſincere repentance, ,; uttering the 
moſt moving ſpeeches accompanied with ſigns 
of fo real a deſpair that the pretty. creature's 
paſſion began to revive; ſome. ſparks ſeemed 
to force their way. Belizai, , ns as cunning. as 
amorous, perceiving the effect his preſence and 
diſcourſe had, puriued his advantage ſo warmly, 
and gave it ſo many different turns, that with 
a deep ſigh followed by a ſhower of tears, ſhe 
owned her happineſs inſeparable from his, 
and that ber vow was the only - obſtacle left. 
1 ranſpor ted with this acknowledgment, Belizag 
told her that ſuch vows were of very little 
conſequence; that any prieſt had ſufficient 
power to grant a diſpenſation from it, the ob- 
| taining of which would be attended with the 
leſs difficulty, as their were ſuch cogent reaſons 
for their being married. This Lindamine ea- 
ſily refuted, and beginning again. to mention 
her vow and the monaſtery, Belizai in a violent 
tranſport. drew - his ſword, and would have 
thrown himſelf upon it. © Hold cruel man, 
cried Lindamine, her blood running chill in her 
veins, will you ſtrike the finiſhing ſtroke to 
© all my misfartunes ? put up your ſword; 
© alas! I cannot ſurvive you a moment. I 
© muit yield: No, you, ſhall not die, you are 
© too dear to me: Heavens ! what would be- 
© come of me if I had this death beſides to 

© lament ! Do not, Belizat, do not thus territy 
me 
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me any more; I tremble fill, and am unable 


in the conſternation you have. occalioned to 


come to any reſolution 3 allow me this night 
*-to implore the aſſiſtance of Heaven, that l may 
© be directed by its inſpirations 3 in the morning 
© you ſhall have myanſwer, alas! too conform- 
* able perbaps to my inclinations.” The lover 


vou'd have replied, but Lindamine aſſured him 
that ſhe would not hear any thing more, that 


he had already but too ſuccesfully prevailed, 


that he ought to be ſatisfied with the promiſe ine 
had made, and entreated him to retire; he com- 


© 


me very much. & 
-- Lindamine returned to me, drying ber tears, 
and aſſured me that nothing {ould prevail on 
her to alter the reſolution the had taken * Ought 
E not I] to bluſh,” faid ſhe, when I look you 
© in the face, after betraying ſo much we-knceſs? 
But, deareft J um, deprive me not of your 
© eftcem'; T am the more to be pitied; for 
© notwithſtanding the viclence of a paſſion re- 
© yived at the fight of him who firſt inſpired it, 
© you ſhall fee ne put in execution with the 
© greateſt courage, what I have undertaken to 
„perform? 2 e atith 


plied, but with ſuch a viſible forruw as moved 


* 


e 

The ſteward expected by Lindumine, entered 
the room juſt as ſhe had done ſpeaking; ſhe let 
bim know the uneaſineſs ſhe was under with 
reſpect to Belizai, after acquainting him with 
her deſign of retiring to a monaſtery: We all 
agreed that in order to elude her lover's vigi- 
lance, which doubtleſs would be extraordinary 
\ 3 LEE GG TEES ARES git) Why OP SERBLAS 
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at this juncture, that ſhe and I ſhould change 
beJ-chambers ; that early in the morning Lin- 
dumine ihould ſet; out; firſt in St. FaPs chaiſe, 
the poſtillion being ordered to wait our coming 
at a place appointed about. fix, leagues diſtant, 
] flattered myſelf: that the Count would make no 
difficulty to aſſiſt in ſo warrantable a deſign. 
In the preceding agitations a conſiderable time 
was ſpent, and the clock ſtruck ten, without 
my hearing any tidings of St. Fal; I grew very 
uneaſy, as I infot med his Valet de Chambre, 
not diſſembling that his indifference on this c- 
caſion very ill became him: He was aſhamed of 
at, and, taking a guide with him went to ſeek 
his maſter.,.. What made me the more appre- 
henſive leſt any accident might have befallen 
the Count, was my having very innocently 
given occaſion to it, being convinced that his 
motive of going out was to take off all ap- 
pearance of conitraint on my liberty ; not but 
1 was ſatisfied his only aim was to, pleaſe 

and ſaw plaialy he was in love: I did not ſee 
any obligation of taking upon me to reſent a 
paſſion no ways encouraged or approved of on 
my fide. We cannot controul our ſentiments, 
but may always regulate our manner of expreſ- 
ſing them ; and where a woman has by her 
merit createda paſſion in a man of firit honour, 
I ceally think, even at this day, when he has 
declared himſelf an admirer, and ſhe, on her 
part, has in a, polite. manner fincerely aſſured 
him, that the is otherways engaged, or that 
her duty and affections are . incompatible with 
any ſuch, declaration, the ought not to pride 
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herſelf in a ſerupulous nicety of avoiding his 
company, provided the — not give him op- 
portunities: An affected behaviour ſoon de- 
generates into mere preciſeneſs, and daily ex- 
perience convinces us, that coquets and aban- 
doned Women frequently lie hid under the maſk 
of hypoeri But to return before a ſubject 
of this ki carfie$us too far out of our way. 
-Lintlamine, defirous of ſetting out very early 
for the reaſon: above mentioned, after 'her ufual 
SA went to bed in the manner END 
-F ſent for the poſtillion belonging 
— St. Fab, and ordered the hae © to Þ 


| _—y Gay-break: The great deference paid 


me by the Count, of which his ſervants were 
witneffes, * was without doubt the reaſon 
"the 'poſtllion's - readily receiving m 

orders. Endamine and I bid each other adieu 
with'great regret'; that amiable young creature 


ns truly dee ding of ſingular eſteem, and had 


gur acquaintance been of longer date, this fare- 
well would have coſt me very dear; I begged 
very earneſtly to hear from her as ſoon as I 
Mould: de able to ſend proper direct ons; ſhe 
promiſed to comply fo well with my requeſt, as 
e, make me repent of n her 


weer, v EY twaye'o'dock came, but no 
Cam appeared; z the fandlady, wich all her en- 
_ od not perſuade me to go to bed with- 

out” knowing the reaſons of tais unexpected 
#bfence; alf the could compa 's was to prevail 
om me to eat a mouthful. Sit ing down at 


table, 1 heard a horfe flop at the d or; im- 
1575 — 
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mediately the landlady called from the bottom of 
the ftairs, that I might ſup in peace for that a 
courier brought me news of the Count in con- 
ſequence of this, up comes a ſervant booted, of 
whom I haſtily enquired for AJ. de St. Fal; his 
anſwer was, that he left him about ten leagues 
off, having rid poſt with him ſo far, Aﬀtonithed 
at what I heard, I queſtioned the ſervant again 
he replied, putting a letter into my hand, that 
there [ſhould find a better information than any 
he could give me. I opened the letter with 
2 eagerneſs, and read to my great ſurpriſe as 
ooh .:? e n ; 


The Count de St. Fal's letter to Jury. A 


e I have ſent you an expre6, Mademiſe'le, 
'« being perſuaded you muſt be under the greateſt 
“ uneaſineſs at my departure, as well as my 
abſence; I made a ſecret of it to you, bein 
“ confident I ſhould return before you cou 
« perceive either the one or the other; ic would 
« be the greateſt mortification to me, if you 
< ſhould put any other conſtruction upon my 
journey. M | 
My deſign was to prepare a convenient 
< lodging for you, till you were happily ſettled, 
« as your great merit juiily deſerves: But 
4 when I arrived at S G which I -thought a 
<< more proper place for you than anv other, 
<< judve how I was ſurpriſed to find there the 
« Marqueſs de L. V. whom I then thought 1 
to have been in Lorraine: my couſin wa not = 
© lefs altpnuneed io meet me; his pale face and 1 
N 6 contuled- 
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<< confuſed behaviour gave me room to n 
225 he ſuſpected the occaſion of my journey; 
„ you {hall know to-morrow, Madam, the 
00 reaſons that hindered. me from dealing ſincerely 
<< with him; I know you have ſo much ſenſe, 
« ] dare lay 2; wager you N gueſs my 
©, motive. 
* did not well mo what conduct to 
« obſerve with the Margueſs ; ; 1. would willingly 
«have: avoided ſuch an interview, and the 
; ec queſtions. he put to me; but having always 
& been ſo:xery intimate, I could not excuſe my - 
« ſelf from ſupping - with him: Our diſcourſe 
« 22 upon indifferent matters; though he 
ve twenty times upon the pe int of ſpeaking 
« A* charming Jermy, ſtill he contained 
6 hi mſelf, which confirmed me more and more 
in his miſtruſt, ef me: but to what purpoſe do 
£1 any. longer entertain you concerning the 
x6 Hargueſa can one pretend to make one's 
4 EQUES, at the expence of the heart? Forgive 
this ſexpreſſion, it eſcaped me, I too much 
. tear it may offend vou; I am ſilent. and will 
4. be more ciicumſpect ſor the future: the more 
de eaſily to obtain my pardon, 1 will begin again 
2 to talk to you of my amiable kinſman. 
i Nothing fetters cou ver ſation more than 
45 diſtruſt: Le Har queſs. and I. had no {ooner 
« ſopped, but we parixd under different pre- 
: 40 tence n: My couſin's was that he muſt ride 
-S. pott; back again to Pont-a Mr ſſon, pretend - 
4 ing. to me ithat he was only conte 10 Court, 
% inehepes that as his affair Jay dormant, he 


194 Might | appear. again, but that ſunie of tis 
os e friends 
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„ diſſembled jn my uin, and we took leave 
« with grest f udelneſs: be went away: that 1 
«might hhά’L¹. the truth, I had him followed at 


« ſome diſtange by a man on horſehack : I his 


« emiſſary, is inſt tetumed with word, chat the 
u Some into the town by another 


«. Marguefs | 

4 pate, which leſt-gie, no farcher room to daube 
o > ; > * 

« of his deſigns; ſuch as they are, I thought it 


« was beſt to act wih pradence; inſtead of 


coming back to join you I ſet out for the 
« Court if he ts. me: gdoged- in his turn, he 
e will know, that I have not deceived him; 
ce an ift hi trije that he ſuſpects me to act in 
4 concert with his father, the conduct I purſue 
will eenvincehim ef the Conteafy. © -- 
2288 4 is -y our. buſineſs, 41 EN ä lle, to de- 


termin which way to act; if 1 may gs 


«K always ſerving you, it W be proper for 
you to meet me to-morrow at Ferſailles. I 


de {hilb tuke:care to'-have an apartment ready 


ber von, where yew-thall be recewed under 


* 


„. D a fiame 
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. 4 name. that ſhall eeebre- you ba alf ans 
289 Juirtes; yo will find a an dn the long walk 
« This will watch your by \ghd'eendu&#t 

«6: you: were you are to“ ag; let hot: this 
% place give you any diſqquiet che Aſarqueſe's 
W Rar s at his country ſeat" und Mile ſuſpeRs 
1 omp "with lis ordert and deſigns; 

< ben you ure at Couit E-MalP ſee yo¹r and 
« ve, wilt —— now T am pro- 
cee wich my uncle, whether he! returns or 
er mikes a ſtay at his eſtute te happen 
. what Will, in me you ſhall find a 
ec ſincere friend, ho will (ceretly' wald off all 
<<: aſſuults that may be made apainit'you; Pleaſe 
« to do me ab drievicte fer m Ade your 

w poſiti ve reſolutions; che Corn: is the 
& echenrer-of this has orders to! br 2 tw 

e anſwer, and khows' — ind « ne, am 

ee Ar Rn des 
i a ed 211 ee 

1 | Modenviſll, 

ii eee 2 02 23 di ye; 
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i $6.8, 55 Von will pleaſe to remimber, dear 

5 Fun chat it is of the utmoſt conſequence 

2 to your intereſt, in the proſent ſmuation of 
& your affairs, by by all means tc àvoid the 

be; 


ba Marqueſs.” 1 71 an RN | 
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1 read this Jotevy feveral times over without 
being ande te come e reſolution ; what pleaſe 
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gave of his paſſion for me; I could not help 
being ſenſibly touched with the kind regard he 
ſhewed me, and my heart was but too well 
eaſed to ſee the pains he took in ſeeing me. 
his natural conſequence I drew from it, [that 
ſince I Was ſo ſincerely beloved by him, I need 
give myſelf no difquiet for what miglit happen . .- 
or, at leaſt, b dee i — I bad a fi 
protector to depend on, would ſupport me - 
— — adverſe fortune. 
Notwithſtanding the pleaſure I took in theſe 
5 reflections, I could not but approve of M. de 
f St. Fal's conduct, 2 made no doubt but 
| love and Jealouſy had the greateſt ſhare in it; 
but the polite and engaging” manner in which 
this new lover behaved, made me quite eaſy; 
| however that might be, I was juſt giving full 
ſcope to an ample train of reſſections, but 
calling to mind that the caſe required a poſitive 
anſwer, I reſtrained my thoughts to the point 
in view, what was to be done? This gave me 
no ſmall uneaſineſs; once I thought of taking 
advantage of the Cunt's abſence, and throwing 
myſelf into the arms of my relations; but that - 
vanity, I have mentioned effewhere, which di ſ- 
dained the meanneſs of my birth; the notion of 
what people would fay; love, if you pleaſe 
the hopes of à charming and much defirec 
fortune; all theſe things too hh. Be, 
themſelves '- to my imagination, and entirely 
Panithed that deſign; fearing even this virtuous 
diſpoſition might influence me, Þ wrote intlantly 
$o ud, de St. Fal, and 3 him that * 
N | .. Cn 6 


32 Tze Fortanate Country Maid. 


ſo much on his honour as to be entirely guided 
by him; that I would be at Ferſailles as be 
deſired, where I depended upon the continuance 
of his goodneſs to me. | 1 
The expreſs was ſcarce out of ſight, when 
I repented of what I had done: Ah my God! 
ſaid I to myſelf, © why did I not purſue my firſt 
© deſign? what was I thinking of when I choſe 
to come to a place where my lover's father 
© has ſo much intereſt : If my unlucky ſtars ſtill 
© prevail ſo as to diſcover me, who will protect 
me from his juſt reſentment? will he not have 
® have reaſon to think I come to inſult him in 
his own houſe? If I ſhould even have the 
© good fortune to be concealed from this provok- 
© ed parent, can I avoid being known by his 
s ſon? Love will be his guide; and were I to 
* fuppoſe. otherwiſe, ſhould I not be weak 
© enough. to ſave him the trouble? Heavens! 
«+ what have I done?” continued I; if none of 
© theſe inconveniences were to happen, what 
motive have I to perſuade myſelf that St. Fat 
4 will always behave with the moderation he now 
prudently puts on? Artful, perhaps diſſembling, 
© in his addreſſes, does he not. diſguiſe him- 
« ſelf, the better to bring me-to his purpoſe ? 
4 Has he not ſufficiently explained himſelf already 
in his letter ? Without doubt,” ſaid I crying, 
I am myſelf but too much the cauſe of all that 
has happened to me; leſs vanity, leſs love, 
< had long ago prevented all theſe vexations, 
* that have ſo fatally purſued me ever ſince I 
left our humble cottage; that ſhame which 
© has hitherto oppoſed itſelf to a lawful and 
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G would by this time have 
* been overcome: 1 ſhould now have been 
© ſecure in the arms of my mother; a 
© country girl, it is true, but far more charm- 
© ing in my virtue, than when decked in all the 
© gaudy trappings, with which this age is fo apt 
© to dazzle. Part of the night was paſſed in 
this diſquiet of mind; a ſudden thought that 
ſtruek me, made me riſe in haſte 3. remembering 
the hour drew near when the P:/grim was to go 
away, I lighted a candle, and in ſpite of my 
fears, ventured to Lindamine's chamber ; the 
regard with which Madame ds G. had 
bonoured me, fencouraged my having recourſe 
to it on the preſent occaſion ; flattering myſelf” 
that this generous perſon, moved with the -new 
hazards to which my virtue was again expoſed, 
would receive me into her arms, and approve 
my flight; or at leaſt, if for the ſame reaſons 
as before, ſhe durſt not keep me, ſhe would 
uſe ber credit to have me admitted into the 
monaſtery from whence I came; © I ſhall find,” 
ſaid I, my ſincere friend St. Agnes again; and 
6 Lada whoſe misfortunes have engaged 
© my tender friendſhip, will be a great increaſe 
© of my comfort; we will join all three of us our 
© diſtreſſes, and there I will quietly wait the end 
© of mv misfortunes or life.” "Theſe new pro- 
Jets fortified my troubled mind; I entered the 
Pilgrim's chamber to acquaint. her with my re- 
ſolution ; the was juſt ready to go, but the force 
ſhe put upon herſelf in quitting for ever a be- 
loved admirer manifeſtly appeared in ber face by 
her ſorrow and tears; the condition in which 1 
ns made 1 me forget my own afflictions, 
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in order to comfort her; ſhe confeſſed that my 
preſence reſtored all her reſolution, which was 
not a little ſhaken at the thoughts of a convent, 
. -and her lover's being fo near; but how great 
Was her joy to hear I intended to accompany 
ber? This aſſurance dried up her tears, à mild 
ſerenity ſucceeded her uneaſineſs, ſhe embraced 
me in her tranſport, and offered to divide with 
me all ſhe had remaining of her fortune, or at 
leaſt to pay what would be neceſſary for my ad- 
miſſion into a religious houſe, if I were ſo diſ- 
poſed; I made my acknowledgments for this 
ber goodneſs, but I could not help ſaying with 
2 a ſmile, that I thought the affair too ſerious to 
be determined ſo ſuddenly ; ſhe approved of my 
- -fineerity, and added with a deep ſigh, that in 
tze condition ſhe was, I muſt not regard her 
Metin, 477 3 3 
In the mean while, word was brought that 
„the chaiſe was ready, and we were upon the 
point of going; my virtue, ſatisfied with the 
reſolution I had taken, gave me ſuch an inward 
tranquillity, as to ſilence the voice of love; 
Lindamine was preparing to follow me, muffled 
up for fear of meeting Bel:za7; but this ex- 
traordinary lover, who had only feigned to com- 
| with his miſtreſs's deſires, the better to pre- 
vent her diſtruſt, had been upon the watch all 
night, and found out our projects (as he ſoon 
owned to us) having overheard all we laid: In 
- fme, we were opening the door to go away, 
when he appear-d all of a ſudden; © Pardon 
„ my deſpair, dear Lindamine.” cried he? ſtop- 
ping our paſſage, -** Þ had rather _— 
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« than conſent to your-urjuſt deſigns : will you 


4 timate rights I have over! you ??' = 
| 7 he jy — the Palprim:very'reſohuely : 

4 Abc my God; i 6f:zwhat nature rare: the ? 
is, .Qugkt:yournotito/bluſk i Do u expect to 
prevail becauſe you have: taken ſack thing 
© into:your!tiead? -Would your reſemble thoſe 
- © who, aerbgating a power to thenifelves-which, 
Tae hae not, think they need bat ſpeak and 
matter is done? A. for my part Sir, I 
am not of that opinion, continued Limlamins; 
«you will be / ſo good if you pleaſe 


„ Tobreturm to | vour apartment, replied 


voice; Ah I aſk your pardon yo lady 
7M 2 thus oppoſinig your deſigns, bu but Twi t 
yore before I let you go without me.” — 25 


have — the Pilgrim s hand to oblige her to 
go in again; but this amiable young creature 
returned of her on accord rather than ſuffer 


cried ſhe, throwing herſelf into aw-arm-chair, 
t © thoſe who ought to behave with reſpect be- 
come my /#yrants! I fubmit,.. O my: God,“ 
continued ſhe, ſhedding tears, * W. cannot 
humble me too much; in you. 4 -plaze;imy 


Having pronounced theſe words,/ ſhe waàs ſilent. 


© 1 leave you, Maaemaiſelle, ſays Beliai in 


a. reſpeQfal voice; © | am going to pray that 
Heaven whych you invoke, to free your mind 
. from this. agitation: As loon a8 you give: me 


2 5 + & any 


« then leave me, and withdraw yourſelf from 


-Beltzas, growing calmer, and lowering his 
1 gentle expoſtulation, Helivxai would 


this violence; Ahl how wretched am I, 


hope, founded on the-purtty of my intentions.“ 
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forted, as the ſtate ſhe was upon 
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any mars of it, you ſhall nd me relighe®; | 
. but without that, I ſwear (olemaly,. I had 
rather ſuffer e- than you : ſhould engage in 
N 2 raſh, en if. K hw. Has er 
way in bee benouftreign 
* 0 a ſaying enough, a N 
Balis d yon underſtand me, and I am 
. ſuaded yau will make ſuitable election 
rar Making a profound bos, he re- 
— — Jock 2» ſufficiently: ex- 
phined his reſentment, bre ane 
to Gbſerut it. A x5 36:12 i 77:5 
i brndamine; 1 © d Prey in ber 
tamper, paured out her foul in the moſt creel 
and bitter cbmplaints as ſoon as ber lower kad 
zeſt us: After having given free paffage to her 
grief, ſhe declared, that Heaven had given ber 

ice to: lay uſule all affection for her unworthy 
— z that. ſhe was by fo much the more com · 
embracing rt 
quired 2. heart exempted from all lalicitudę; 
that this cure would enable her to comply with 
her duty much more Thearfully than ſhe could 
have expected, if it were — for this happy 
change Heaven had wrought, to which the ill be- 
*haviour of her lover certainly contributed J 


did all. I cbuld to ftrengthen her in theſe good 


"diſpoſitions, ' repreſepting to her at the fame 
the juſt grounds there was to fear leſt 


time, 
Balixai ſhould — new obſtacles in hen way. 


This made her thaughtful for a few moments, 
then earneſtly addrefiing herſelf to me, ſhe ſaid 
ſhe: had cnntrived means to guard againft all 


Belize adac; ſhe* begged of me to * 


% 


the chaiſe that waited for us, to leave the mn, 
pretending to-go:away alone out of the village, 
and to wait for her. at a ſmall diftance behind a 
Iittle chapel fhe- defcribed; affuring me ſhe 
would find means to come and join me, and 
deliver herſelf from Beliaai. We were very 
private in laying this deſign for fear of being 
overheard; I acquieſced to all ſhe required, 
and in order to give the thing an air of pro- 
bability, I took leave of her aloud ; and Linda - 
mine, as ſhe conducted me to her chamber-door, 
ordered one of the ſervants in a loud voice, to. 

bid Belizar come up. | 
Il was getting into the chaiſe to execute our 
intended project, when Sd. Fal Valet ds Chame 
Ire drew near me, and afked reſpectfully enough 
what was my deſign, and where | was a going ? 
not being prepared for this. queſtion, I found 
myſelf very much at a loſs, and did not know 
what anſwer to make; that is to: fay, Ma 
 demoiſelle,” added he, ſeeing me ſtruck, the 
departure of your Pilgrim is only a pretence 
of yours, in order to take the advantage of 
© my maſter's abſence, and make your + th A 
[the thought was not amiſs, and I was very 
lucky in watching you, or I ſhould have made 
© a fine figure in this adventure: I have no- 
© orders, it is true, continued the old ſervant, 
© to lay any reſtraint on you, but I think myfelf 
© obliged: at leaſt to repreſent, that you ought 
© not to go from henee without my maſter's * 
knowledge; the civilities he has ſhewn you 
require this; as for my part I cannot confent- 
that you ſhould' make uſe of my maſter's: 
I chaiſe, unleſs I have his poſitive orders for it. 
| D 5 8 The 
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The poſtillion who was ready to ſet out, upon 
hearing this diſcourſe got down, and took off 
the horſes; finding myſelf at ſuch a nonplus, I 
thought of making a confident of the Valet de 
Chambre, and tell him my motive, but he had 
ſo forbid ling an air, and always ſhewed ſo great 
a prejudice againſt me, that I durſt not let him 
into the affair; this conſideration carried me, 
in again bluſhing, and full of the greateſt un- 
calinefs. © | | 
I knew not what reſolution to take: the fear 

of finding Belizai and Lindamine. and rendering 

her more ſuſpected by my unlooked-for return, 
led me to my chamber; in reflecting. on what 

had paſſed I faw nothing but obſtacles on alt 
fides; it was in my power to go to Verſailles, I 
had the maſter's leave, his letter, and the jour- 
ney diminiſhed my uneaſineſs; but the more I 
thought of it, the more repugnant. it was to my. 
virtue. I had not forgot what Madame de G 
had told me concerning a woman who is under 
her protector's roof, nor the ſnare I had ſo nar- 
— eſcaped when her huſband hired an apart- 
ment for me; beſides I reflected with what fa- 
eility Mmffeur St Fal had changed his ſen - 
timents in my favour, after having ſhewn him- 
ſelf the firt day fo ſtrict an obſerver of the 
orders given him by my lover?s father; never- 


ſttheleſs, inftead of conducting me to a convent, 


purſuant to the cruel orders he had received, he 
became my friend, betrayed: the truſt his uncle 
had placed in. him, offered to keep me (for any 

. ather expreſſion would be far fetched) was car- 
rying me into a country unknown to me, . 


3 


I 
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I had neither friend or relation; I could not but 
eaſily! foreſee I was going again to be over. 
whelmed with adventures. 

I allow: theſe refleRions ſhould have 3 
made ſooner, but admitting that, what could 1 
do? Was it in my power to chuſe * All things 
_ conſidered, ought I not on the contrary, to 
bleſs the happy lot which beſtowed on me a je ne 
ſcai qury, that diſarmed thoſe who were deſtined 
to be my perſecutors? — of a._certain 
turn, when they read this pa will ſay very 

ſuperciliouſſy, you ought, N 47 8 Jenny, to have 
ſuffered yourſelf to have been conducted to a 
convent, inſtead of affecting fo many airs with 
the men, or not to have ſet orte in ſuch a pom- 
pous ſtile your virtue's being ſo much expoſed 3 
after all, would you not have been very happy 
vhen maintained in nn What could 
77 expect better 

The remark is doubtleſs very juſt; but I muſt 
ak theſe ſevere ladies, if, when girls, they com- 

mitted. no faults ? If they vouehſafe to ſatisfy me 
upon this article, I will give them a fuller an- 
ſwer; in the mean time I beg they would pleaſe 
to content themſelves with the ſhort reflections 
which preſented themſelves. in Se, erigeney juſt 
now deſcribed. 

My chamber was Bw 45 that of Lindamine, I 
had left the door upon the jar, without knowing 
why; fitting on my bed's foot quite buried in 
thought, I heard Baliai coming down. 1 
knew him by his voice; as ſoon as he was gone 
by, I went immediately up to the Pilgrim; Ihe 


as Coin ſurpriſed to 111 me again, 1 mn her 


428 | 
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an account of what had happened: 

<< _nifies nothing, replied e 4 diy 2 fe: 
16 chaiſe is not yet gone, it will be eaſy to get 
„ over this new obſtacle; would tb it 
** were as eaſy to get rid of Belizai; | have 
Jjuſt now undergone the moſt dangerous at- 
<* tack from him, it not being in my power to 
make him hear reaſon: I muſt confeſs, my 
vc dear friend, nothi den abſence can make 
„my virtue triumph; it was twenty times 
. neither would 
« you have been ſurpriſed, had you been pre- 
ge jent at the affaulcs 1 have ſuſtained; this 
4 wretched lover threw himfelf at my feet, con- 
© feſſed his guilt, wept, ſighed, and would even 
$© have made away with himſelf. Ah! Jm, 
% how much is a man who is not difagreeable, 
4. to be dreaded on fuch an occaſion! An oc- 
<< caſion which young women who are not de- 
4 firous of throwing themſelves away, _ to 
<< ſhun as the moſt dangerous rock; but for 
4 Heaven, to which I interiorly addreſſed myſelf, 
«< I could never have ſuſtained this conflict with- 
* out freſh wounds; the divine grace preferved 
«© me againſt my natural frailty; my mind, 
* elevated by a ſuperior Power, diy conducted 
<< me along this thorny path: I pretended the 
tears of Beliaui had ſoftened me, and promiſed 
not to go away without him; he believed it, 
40 becauſe one is apt to do ſo in things we with” 
„ for; in the mean while, I imagine the 
** thoughts of your abſence does not a little 

contribute to the making him eaſy, for he is 
4 afraid of you, WEE barer your "I 1 
7 | « ge 


ed to me the wee 
iT 2 he know any thing of your return?“ 
continued Lindamine, If that were the caſe, 
«© he would certainly reſume hay n in- 
„ quietudes.”” 
The Pilgrim ſeemed ws whit 1 aſſured beg, 
that her lover was not acquainted with my 
ing back; nor was their any reaſon to think he 
wourd be inquiſitive about it. Things being 
« thus,” replied Lindamine, << you mutt return 
«© your chamber, and avoid all intercourſe 
_ «with me this day: you muſt pretend to be 
4 taken ill, and artfully make thoſe believe who 
wait upon you, that your indiſpoſition' was 
2 the hindrance of your journey, to the end that 
« if Belizar ſhould hear of your being in the 
« houſe, it may give him no diſtruſt : the beſt 
« of it is, that, by what you fay, — don't 
« pretend to lay any reſtraint upon your liberty, 
4% but only objected againſt your taking the 
 Tchaiſe; mine, as I you, removes the di. 
< ficulty at once; I ac Belizai, that 
« before I begin ſo long a journey as 1 have pro- 
« miſed to take with him, my ſervant muſt go 
© to a neighbouring town to provide me ſeveral 
« neceffaries ; before he ſets out, I ſhall intruſt 
« him to order affairs as follows: he ſhall go in 
« my chaiſe, and return again at night to wait 
a for us at the end of this village; the Temaine 
< ing part of the day I'll ſpend with Belixai, 
« the better to amuſe him: Let us join in 
< prayer, and implore the bleſſing of Heaven on 
« our deſign : It is intereſt directs us, and from 
E '” themes I draw a favourable omen.“ This 
eh diſcourſe 


Aſcourſe revived me, as I thought the project 
well enough ' concerted; notwithſtanding, I 
repreſented to the Pilgrim the difficulty I appre- 
hended of going off in the night without bein 
obſerved; but ſhe aſſured me her'ſteward would 
provide againſt. it: after unf 8 we 
1 in enen 2 
myſelf out of order: Having ſent for Sr. Fal's 
Valet d- Chambre. 1 endeavoured to remove any 
umbrage he might take at what had paſſed, and 
the confuſion J betrayed; fearing; with ſome 
reaſon, leſt from thence he ſhould think proper 
to aequaint his maſter, that I had a mind td 
make my eſcape; beſides, 1 eould not help 
thinking that good manners required I ſhould 
inform MH. de St Fal, before Left him, what 
my motives were for ſo doing, ſince he had be- 
haved ſo handſomely in my regard. * 
In order to leave the Valet de Chambre no 
room to ſuſpect any thing, I ſhewed him the 
Cuunmt's letter. and afked if he knew the hand? 
Being anſwered in the affirmative, I told him 
1 20s plead a very good excuſe for not being 
that day at Perſaulles * You know very well, 
faid I lyly, I was going, but you thought fit 
to ſtop me.” WhO I, Madam ff 4 he; 
interrupting - me, and confounded: at what he 
1 ſhould be very ſorry to have done it: 
My reaſon for obſtrudting your journey, was the 
66 97 ͤ | had of your. making an eſcape: 
4 had you mentioned the leaſt jj llable of your 
& deſign, you would have been there before 
$6 wth \* I did not imagine, replied I very 
| | — | 
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coldly, that your leave was requiſite ; beſides L 


© was ſo ſurpriſed at your preſumption that 1 


© could not ſpeak, nor have I as yet recovered 
© myſelf. I ſent for you to inform you of this, 
| © having no deſign to do you a prejudice; but 
© you mutt be ſenſible that I cannot avoid letting 
© your maſter know the reaſon of my not ſetting 
© out, or you may do it yourſelf; I leave it to 
© your choice, as well as my going to-morrow 
© at day break to Verſailles; for ſince you have 
© given me to underſtand, that in your maſter's 
© abſence I am to obey your orders, I ſhall be 
© careful not to take any reſolution for the future, 
© without conſulting you.” 


All this was uttered with an air ſo very natu=- 


ral, as quite ſtunned the poor Valet de Chambre ; 
it is likely he knew his maſter's temper, and 
dreaded his anger in caſe I ſhould give him the 


ſame detail of the affair; beſides, he was not 
ignorant of the deſerence MA. de St. fal paid to 


Ne, and as I ſeemed to reſent the uſage I had re- 
 Eeived, he apprehended his maſter might do the 

fame. Upon this, he aſked a thouſand pardons, 
in order to appeaſe me, acknowledging his fault, 


and begged of me to ſet out that moment, being. 


ready, as he ſaid, to receive my commands, and 
remove all occaſions of offence. . Pleaſed to find 
my artifice had ſucceeded, I grew more calm, 
and told him my indiſpoſition would not allow 
me to go that day, but that he ſhould hold him- 
felf in readineſs for the next morning: I would 
then have had him retire, but he refuſed to leave 
my chamber till 1 had pardoned his il|l-manners,, 


as he termed. it; in order to rid myſelf A 


"0 I promiſed to fay nothing of what 
had paſſed to his maſter Thy Valet de Chambre 


| 3 mighty well ſatisfied with this aſſuranee, 
and told me, that as we were not very far from 
Fer ſailles, he would go there himſelf to prevent 
his maſter being uneaſy at my not coming; he 
added, he would have ſent another on this 
errand; but that he was deſirous of ſhewing the 
entire audrey he had in me, and that he was 
not placed as a ſpy over me. | thought proper, 
to avoid all fuſpicion, to inſiſt on his ſending the 
poſtillion; but he alledged that the boy, not 
having been long in his Faſter! s ſervice," might 
poſſibly make ſome blunder, very contrary to- 
the ſecrecy his maſter had preſcribed. I ac- 
quieſeed to this obitinacy as I called it, overjoyed. 
within "myſelf, to be free from this watchful 
Argus, whom I dreaded. as much as Lindamine 
pos. Belizai. The Valet de Chambre ſet out, 
and I congratulated myielf on my dexterity in 
getting out of this ſcrape ; it is certain, evaliongy 
coſt women very little. and therefore woe to 
thoſe lovers and huſbands who have to deal with 
ſuch as are not fincerely virtuous ; all their ſkill 
and foreſight can never ſecure them from being 
. impoſed on, of which every day furniſhes us- 
too many inſtances. 
Thus far every thing went welk when 005 
in the evening, hearing ſome horſes ſhops» 
at the inn, I looked haſtily out of the window, 
fearing leſt any freſh obſtacle might thwart our: 
deſigns; my life hitherto had been fo much: 
expoſed to vexations, that I imagined each day. 
muſt neceſſariiy produce inſtances of my being 


 Gilappointed in every thing [ undertook ; ; a train 
ot 


N 5 | 
8 1 * ; a ® - 


of misfortunes naturally produce a continual ap- 
prehenſion. As I had heard the Marqueſs was 
in the ncighbourhood, I began to think he might 
be arrived; I dare not day I was diſpleaſed; 
is it poſſible one ſhould after: ſa Jong an abſence 15 
of a perſon beloued n / Perbaps,“ ſaid I to 
myſelf, “ the Count de bt. Ful, — at my 
% not .complying with his eager itment, 
& is come to fetch me.“ I bis perplxity oc - 
cafioned my looking out a ſecond time; by the 
light of the torches, carried by two ſervants, 
1 a tall man getting out ef the coach; 
:he.ſeemed ſomething in years; with a! venerable 
-aſpect; and, by his numerous retinue, to be a 
perſon of great quality; before he entered the 
inn, be caſt his eyes towards me, and even 
ſtopped his attendants that he might have the 
better view; not accuſtomed to be thus ogled, 
I drew in, IL faneied he looked ſomething ſweet 
upon me and it was eaſy to diicover he did 
not think me diſagreeable. A ſmall, ſhare of 
beauty ſuffices to inſpire ſuch a thought into 
moſt women ; and let their way of thinking be 
never ſo juſt, if they deal ſincerely, they muſt 
not deny but vanity and ſelf. "ONCE furniſh one 
half of their refletions. : 
The notion] had this Zximlinniale awd _ 
-Fail of coming to inform me of her ſetting out, 
prevailed upon me to leave my door half opens ; 
_ . the agiration of my mind, rather than what! 
eat at ſupper, had « inclined me ta fleep in an 
- armed-chair, h I was often diſturbed from 
the continual expectation of ſeeing the . 
n. Wi rr lat, to es tuo man 


190 


. — — 5 A | _ 


prchenſion: 1 beg, 4 


1am, I could not deny myſcif the ples- 
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- -Nanding by me, one of 'whom I knew to be 
ae ens {eaten 


get out of the coach. 

The ſudden emotion, occaſioned: by their un- 

expected preſence, no doubt bettayed ſome ap- 

i ſaid tho 

(tall gentleman, om I took to: be: the maſter, 

*: you would not be irightened) I little thought 

4 of giving any occaſion to it, or of NN 
J your repoſe, when, through a miſtake, 

* came: into your apartment inſtead of my own; 

* perceiving: my error, I was upon the point of 

e retiring, bur muſt confeſs-I iwas fo: furpriſed 

+ to ſee ſuch a/ beautiful creature, that, old: as 


-© ſure of gazing awhile 3 ſo many charms can 
not be deti ĩtute of ſufficient ſweeineſs of tem- 


8 per, to excuſe what has happened, and I hope 


-* ſuch an attracting motive will. plead my 

© pardon: no age is ſecure from the: farce of 
©, beauty, and yaurs, in particular is too: irre- 
ſiſtible, not to occaſion many ſuch adventures,” 


Any one will :cafily gueſs both :4b& hartangut, 


and the viſit, afforded me ſuſſicient ſubject of 
admiration; but it will certainly be thought very 
extraordinary, that both the one and the other 
pleaſed me not a little; ſomething, I knew not 
What, delighted mei; the old gentleman's pre- 
ſence, as much a ſtranger as he was to ma, iwas 


bigbly agreeable ; vchiſii he: pokezc, could / not 


help coniidering his perſon withis ſeeret pleaſure, 
and when he had dune returned. his compli- 
ments in a polite manner; I even, ſought, re- 
member, to make myſelf as agreeabſe as poſ- 


fible, without kpowing the teſon. Tha ſtranger 


; was ſo * at the complaiſance of my 


anſwer 
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anſwer and behaviour, that, folding his 
arms together, Is it poſſible,' he cried, 
! that ſo much wit and beauty ſhould be united ! 
| © She has certainly been extremely well edu- 
© cated | happy man; whoever he is, to poſſefs 
© ſuch a treaſure of good ſenſe : Who would 
© have imagined, Furſan, continued he, turn- 
ing his eyes to a man, on whoſe ſhoulder he 
leaned, that at my years I could have expected 
© ſo favourable a reception! A great proof of 
© the juſt way of thinking this young lady poſ- 
ſeſſes. Take care, Sir, replied | very 
modeſtly, leſt your encomiums inſpire A 
2 © agtp prejudicial to that merit you are 
pleaſed to extol ; but if, as you ſeem to ſay, 

4 in overlooking age, and perſonal advantages, 
44 Imuſt needs own I have ſo much good ſenſe, 
„Ag to conſider only character and worth in 
6 men; and, were I to make a choice, ſuch 
wa qualifications would fix it, aner to thoſe | 
of a more alluring nature.” 
Ihe old gentleman extolled this maxim to the | 
flies, embelliſhing it with all that wit could 
poitibly invent; his facility in exprefling him- 
ſelt, and the polite language he employed, moſt 
agreeably engaged my attention; this he per- 
ceived, and from thence took a fre h occa'ion 
of praiſing my underſtanding. It is very 
evident. Sir,“ replied 1, % yours is of ſuch a 
turn, that a young perſon may not only be 
+ very ſafe in your -companv, but conſiderably 
“ improve herſelf when thus happy in enjoying 
A ſo ſolid and elegant a converſation.” Have 
| © you really {wecn:then," cried che old gentle- 
* 
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man tranſported, * to make me forget my ape, 


4 and the dictates of reaſon ? as old as I am, I 


£ © know m own weakneſs, my heart is on the 

Een falling a victim to your youth and 

uty ; why muſt you call the perfections of 

= yn mind, to complete the conqueſt? Do 

© Hot caſt down your eyes, thou lovelieſt 

* creature I ever beheld ! nor give yourſelf a7 
* unealineſs,” continued he, ſeeing me a li 


diſcompoſed at this declaration; though [ 


* ſhould even. fancy myſelf ung again, you 
have nothing to fear from the tranſports you 
© inſpire, blended with fo mudk reſpect as they 
are, and your chaſte beauties will ſufficiently 
© Gur the-falkes of an irregular r paſſion. Are 
* you not, Forſan, of my opinion,” continued 
the-ftranger, © and though older than myſelf, 
do not you admire her innocent and unaffected 
© charms ?* 
In the beginning of this interview I bad of- 


fered chairs, but the ſtranger obliged me to flt 


down again; and his attendant brought him an: 


armed- chair, placing him on one fide 3 ſo many 


compliments heaped upon me during this _ 


verfation, had given me a colour no ways to 


my diſadvantage ; the candle-light too-had con- 
tributed to promote ſo many fine ſpeeches ;. 


Whatever reaſons I might have for diſpatching 
this viſit, it was fo very agreeable to me, that 
I even furniſhed occaſions of prolonging. it as 
much as poſſible ; certainly my mind foreboded 
ſomething from it. 


Our converſation from 1 turned on thoſe talents 


. 


which are thought to adorn merit z „ 
ö 8 . W ' 
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who ſeemel ſond of muſick, enquired if, among 
my other qualifications, - I — finging3 
this occaſioned ſome little excuſes, a folly uſual 
with performers : My voice was good, and, as 
I have — hinted, T had made ſome progreſs 
in muhck. As we are all fond of pleaſing in 
as many different ways as poſſible, I ſung an 

air, the words of which were the Mur ns 3 
has his favourite as he aſſured me; this 
2 more than Ne to tre e 

r it. , 7 


s O N G. 


J. 
M 8 
e beauty es my ravifh 
Laid at her feet, if ſhe but own + * 
I uch ber beart, tit then Pm bit. 


Chaſte coyneſs never can alarm, 
Or ſhake a con/tant noble mind 3 
Rigid virtue will always charm 
4 ' ſoul from looje 22 refin d. 


Aſter paſſing very great compliments on my 
performance, the itranger turning to him 
who itood by, © I could even pardon, ſays he, 
the young ſpark, we were talking of, had he 
© been enamoured with one any ways com- 

+ parable to this young lady in E. education, 
© wit, politeneſs, and fine talents; one 
might venture to ſay, birth too: Nay, It 

| Ge * would 


* 
e 3 1 8 
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© would have even approved of his paſſion. 


© But to run after a. ſorry creature, from a 
© dunghill, a country girl; in fine, the very 
© reverſe of what I have mentioned ; to ſuffer 
< himſelf to be fo far infatuated as to entangle 
© himſelf in one troubleſome affair after another, 


_ © difoblige his parents, and trample on the moſt 


© eſſential duties in life, there can be no excuſe. 


Nobody can have a greater compaſſion than 


© myletf for the ſallies of youth; I am ſenſihle, 
< were I in his place, J ſhould run all hazards 
© for ſuch a lovely creature as this; but to 


« Ah! my Lord Marques, cried Forſan 


inter rupting him, © what is it you ſay ! The 


« near concern you have in this affair, makes you 
« lay down a wrong principle; I necd not tell 
ce you that love ie blind, and conſeqently will 
& fancy in its object all thoſe charms you have 
& found here to be real.“ Though your 
maxim, replied the Nobleman, be ſomething 
romantic, I agree it has its weight; but 1 
deny that to be the cafe in diſpute; there 
are ſome faults prejudice itſeit cannot overs 
look. The girl I am ſpeaking of, has not 
the leaſt reſen blance of this young lady: 
That wench is a proud, haughty vagabond, 
and as ſhe knows the power ſhe has over our 
acquaintance, has engaged him hitherto in 
ſo many extravagancies, that the good 
qualities every one allowed him formerly to 
be maſter of, are all buried in oblivion: it 
is tue, by this time ſhe is ſeverely puniſhed, 
and muſt hereafter pav very dear, for all the 
vexations the has brought upon her admirers 

| friends; 
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0 friends; but ſtill, the can never repair the 


c miſchief that is done, or atone for the diſ- 
©. obedience of a ſon to his father. You, For- 
© ſan,” continued the Nobleman very earneſtly, 
© was one of the firſt to repreſent theſe things 


to me in a proper light, and pointed out 


© the only remedy left, for which I ſhall ever 
« acknowledge myſelf obliged.” | 


The Nobleman no ſooner began to take in 
pieces the poor country girl, but I found my- 


ſelf ſtruck to the heart: Nothing contributes 
fo much as our intereſt, to make us ſharp- 
ſighted; the exact reſemblance between this 
hiſtory, cruelly mangled as it was, and my own 
the refletians' made upon it; the earneſtneſs, 
not to ſay;indignation, with which this Noble- 
man ſpoke of the lover concerned; all put to- 


gether, left me no room to doubt of my acting 


the ſecond perſonage in this notable ſcene. 
« Good. God !*” faid I to myſelf quite con- 
founded with the thought, am I at laſt fallen 
into the hands of my lover's father !“ I was 
ready to fink at the apprehenſion ; but, dear 
liberty, which lay at ſtake, and certainly no- 
thing elſe could have ſuopprted me, came to 
my aſſiſtance, and gore me>ſ{o, much command 
over myſelf as to elude the danger ot being diſ- 
covered: Not a ſoul in the houſe knowin 
me, I did not deſpair of getting over this dif- 
fculty, . | - 
As theſe refleions took up ſome little time, 


the old Margueſs imagined from my filence, 


that the ſubject of this diſcourſe did not affe& 
me ſufficiently to engage me in it; upon this, 
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changing the converſation, he enquired. how- 


far I might be from home, and whether I 
ſhould continue my journey the next day: I 
anſwered with great indifference, that I was ac- 
companying a relation ta the monaſtery ; this 
put him upon enquiring # the monaſtery was 
near Ferſailles, and added; if ſo, he would 
wait on me thither. I his gave occaſion to his 
informing me, that he was returning from his 
country ſeat, and was - obliged to ſtop at the 
inn, for that his ſervants who were to meet him 
with freſh horſes, not expecting him till the 
next day, had diſappointed him 3 that he waited 
their coming, having ſent for them; he added, 
in a very gallant manner, that though he had 
been highiy. provoked: at their negligence, he 


ſhould be obliged to pardon them, as it had 


procured umi tue pleaſure of my acquaintance; 
and therefure he ought not to regret the loſs 
of time they had oocaſioned in his affairs, ſince 
it was employed in paying his reſpecis to me. 
Fanſwefeu to what he ſaid in a polite manner, 
and found, by the reft of his diſcourſe, that I 
was nut in any danger af. being diſcovered, 
Encouraged'by chi, I began to tnink of plead- 
ing my wen cauſe, it any opportunity pre- 

ſented itſelt. an I 
My earneſt deſire of introducing the ſubject 
ain maur me take the advantage of the great 
regard he ſtill ſhewed me 1 am apt to 
imagine, my Lord Adargueſs,”” taid l, with- 
drawiiig one oi my nands he Was guing to 
ſeze, that yow are eaitly prejudiced ; if the 
young gentleman you menuoned, 2 
| | | | alr 
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TOs | | | 
&« affair you ſeem to take ſo much to heart, be 


« 25 amorous as yourſelf, you ought not to be 


& ſurpriſed at his falling in love with a perſon, 


« perhaps much more amiable than me.“ 
Why ſo, Mademoiſelle? cried the old Mar- 
queſs, piqued at what I ſaid: © There is a wide 
«* difference between taking a liking to a perſon, 


and falling in love.“ The engagements,” 


ſaid I, of one at the age I ſuppoſe the 
« gentleman to be, for whom you are ſo con- 


<« cerned, eſpecially with a country girl, are 


e not, in all probability, of any great moment; 
6 beſides, her condition being ſo much beneath 


„ him, I am inclined to think her relations, 


ce and not his, have the moſt reaſon to be con- 


ce cerned for the conſequences.” © Indeed,” re- 
plied the old Margueſs very poſitively, I do 


not believe my ſon will be fool enough to 


© marry her.“ How! my Lord,” cried I, 
with a feigned air of aſtoniſhment, © is it your 
„ fon we have been talking of all this while?“ 


Well, Mademoiſelle, continued the dargueſs 
in ſome confulion, it is out, and I ſhall not be 
© at the trouble of recalling it; beſides, his 
* paſſion is grown ſo notorious, that it would be 
in vain to endeavour to keep it ſecret,” ** If 
„that be the caſe,” replied I, you have ſome 
< reaſon to complain; though in reality you 
© hazard nothing in the main, ſince, as you 


© ſay, ſhe is a country girl, and conſequently 


4 


with all her beauty, can never be ſo vain as 
to pretend to the honour of your alliance.“ 
© I am not able,” replied the Marguęſs, to diſ- 
© cover all the views ſhe may have in what ſhe 
Vox. II. does; 
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. ; but this you may depend on, if ſhe has 
© as much ſeiſe, as ſeveral pretend ſhe is 
miſtreſs of, { © will lead my ſon many a To 
© conſidering the huuour and conflancy on which 
© he values himfelf.* ** Nay. then, indeed,” re- 
plied I, with an air of great ſimplicity, & you 
«6 are certainly i in the right to break off the 
ek, correfpondence between theſe two lovers.” 

< You are not,” ſaid he, the only one that ap- 


proves of my conduct in this particular: I 


expect with great impatience to hear every 
© moment of the ſlut's being ſecured,” © How?” 
faid I, interrupting him, have you that to do 
<"A;1?” In all probability, replied he, © ſhe 

< muſt be ſafe in a monaſtery by this time, 


_ where I have taken care ſhe ſhall meet with a 


* proper reception : I was yeſterday to have had 
an account of what has been done; how I come 
© to be o diſappointed, I cannot imagine, un- 
< leſs our fly baggage has deluded my nephew 
< likewiſe, whom 1 entruſted with the com- 
< miſſion; but when I conſider his known diſ- 
< cretion, and the little regard he has for the fair 
< ſex, I think there is nothing of that kind to 
© be feared; though one moment often ſuffices 
ta work an intire change: Beſides, I have 
© heard of ſo many of her tricks and exploits, 


that it is not impoſſible but ſhe may have given 


© us. the ſlip.” 
This laft harangue humbled me to ſuch a 


degree, that I was on the point of throwing off 
the maſk, and vindicating myſelf; no one can 


= ſo very inſenſible as not to be moved, when 
hey hear themſelves thus torn in pieces; with- 
out 


out the motives, which may! be eaſily gueſſed, I 
could never have laid ſo great a reſtraint on 
myſelf: a moment's” thought recovered me: 
r Nut, good God] Sir, you ſurpriſe me,“ faid 
1, „an 1dve me very ene ent opinion of 
«© your ſon; is it poſſible that a perſon of his 
&« birth, ſhould thus abandon himſelf to fo ſorry 
te à creature as you have deſcribed, notwith- 


e 'Fhis, I conceive, may hold good with reſpect 
«tg: the body, but certainly cam be of no force 
4 in- regard of the mind; at Teaft'T do not com⸗ 
on r oy any man of ſenſe” can omit 
&© weighing. with great attention the good or 
«Your ſon, my Lord,” may have diſcovered ig 
& "Her ſomething” at leaſt worthy of eſteem. 
Your remark,” replied he, is very jut, and 
© if I Had nox been aſſured bf the viledifpoſitions 
© of this huſſy, IH uld hive concluded, as you 
do, that the violent paſſſon ſhe created in my 
ſon, muſt have been heightened by the influence 
© of.” ſomè chmmendable turn of mind; but 
there is no Tikdihood of this, where expetiente 
ſhews us that ſhe has entangled her àdmirer in 
7 ſeveral broils, diſconcerted his affairs, and ſet 
Him at variance with his father; this yo mülit 
allow is an abominabe character, and can 
© nęyer be ſuffielently condemned.“ *I am of 
«your opinioh, my Lord? continued I; & but 
give me leave to aſk you one queſtion, if this 
«difcourſe is not grown tedibous.““ * Nat in the 
©lealf;" replied the” Prgue's if a über tone, 
Kas many a8 W + 1 take a fingthr plea- 
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* ſtanding the old proverb, that love is blind. 


bad ctaracter of the perſon beloved; poſſibly; - 
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56 be Fortunate Country Maid. 
© ſure in hearing you.” For the better under- 
ſtanding this notable dialogue, it muſt be ob- 
ſerved, that every time the Margueſi ſpoke of 
me under the name of country girl, he expreſſed 
himſelf with an air of contempt and indignation; 
his action was addreſſed to me, but his eyes 
were fixed on his gentleman who ſtood by, and 
only anſwered with nods, and ſhrugs, approvi 
of every thing his maſter fad; but, whenever - 
ipoke, the Marqueſs. grew calmer, was agree- 
able and complaifant ; Fer ſan continuing his 
Lane ſhow, and dividing his filent approbations 


— TK ̃⁵²— ' ˙—˙ Er: 
. < What I would fain know,“ ſaid I to the 
AMargueſs, looking him ſteadily in the face, 
| «©. is, Whether you have ever ſeen your ſon's 
& miſtreſs, I mean, the. country gi we have 
$ been talking of J ſpecify her, becauſe- he 
© may have ſeveral i a thing not unuſual, they ſay 
dc with young noblemen at preſent. No, 
4 fair lady,” anſwered the Margucſs, I. never 
© ſaw her;; but thoſe Who are acquainted with 
© her have drawn her picture to the life, for 
© me: Particularly - a certain, perſon, daughter 
E to_the lord of her, village, who has given me 
| 44 rough inſight into her deſigns; and who 
7 has reaſon, from what her family has ſuffered. 
< on the girl's account, bitterly. to. regret the 
© charitable protection that was there granted 
ber. What I tell. you, continued the Mar- 
guss, growing peeviſh with the remembrange of 


. 


What had happened, are facts, and of, that 
© conſequence too, 2s had like to have colt. me. 
| oo ASS z : | 4 Jy | 55 
' my ſon,” t How, my Lord !” cried by, equally 
——_— 1 * a 2 Gi 5 12 ſharing 
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Mating the bitter remembrance, << theſe are 
c matters of moment indeed, ad prove ſhe is 
« highly 'to blame as to what has happened; 
« for as td the character they have given of her, 
« how, do you know but they may have very 
, cogent motives for impoſing on vou!“ No, 

© not the leaſt, anſwered the Margueſs; it is 
© true your obſection would be of ſome force, 
© where there is a rival, or one of equal rank, 
© but % Have a care, my Lord,” I 
cried interrupting. him in my turn; Lov 


« who is at the bottom of all this ac is a 


cc great leveller; the lady that has thus pre- 
& Judiced you againſt the country laſs; perhaps 
& is young; your ſon is doubtleſs a very 
« amiable perſon ; where would be the wonder, 
&« if ſhe really has an affection for him? perhaps. 
ee not being able to bear a rival, ſo much her 
« inferior, ſhe has taken this opportunity ot 
„ puniſhing her, for pretending to a heart ſhe, 
& js deſirous of ſecuring to herſelf. I have 
& heard of ſuch adventures before, and why 
& may not this be of the ſame nature?” 80 
© then,” replied- the Marqueſs, * we muſt be- 
© lieve in romanees, where we find many ſuch 
© ridiculous inſtances, more apt to corrupt the 
© mind, than inform it, as ſome will pretend; 
but, put the caſe it were really as you fay, 
© theſe effects would never have followed; all 
© the world will. tell you the ſame ; 2 though | 
E * they were all of your opinion, and would 
© endeavour to convince me, it Would be n 
© vaing-Ffor I never act but upon ſure grounds. 
This was uttered with fo much ſournels, that 
I heartily repented my having occalioned ghe 
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diſcourſe; 1 endeavoured artfully .to introduce 
another topic; but he was too vehement, and 
too much bent upon the ſubiject: Had my fon 
0 indeed, 7 continued he, bu fallen i in love with a 


4 perſon 'ﬆ equal merit with yourſelf, I. 1 75 


not have interfered ; ; as a father, I m ht ha 

reflected on the conſequences of ; Ys n. 
engagement, but I could not have 3 
© his paſſion, being very ſenſible, that there arg 
© fame objects morally impoſſible to be reliſtgd, 
c 1 myſelf, notwithſtanding yh A cannot 
«anſwer. how far I might Net by thoſe 

© charms of 7 were 1 ach er expoſed, 
to them; 100 even ſenſible Bal ale, Fe 
nued the Margueſs s very amorouſly, < that I have. 

< gazed on you ,too long for my own happinels, 
«and that —— my Lord,” cried I 


| interr Welk, him, buntes on by my reſentment, 


a 1d wi conhidering what 1 was going to ſay, 
«how can you thus addreſs me, after 955 5 
* © Your mind fo freely in my regard 
poſſible, that knowing me ſo well, and hav- 
ing this very moment given me uch con- 
<«' vincing proofs of your indignatio 
Here I ſtopped ſhort, perceiving too late; my in- 
diſcretion ; I would have given the war ho 
have had it in my poyer to recall my words. 
The Marqueſs aſtoniſhed at What d, 
ſtared. upon For/an, then turning towards. — 
he eyed me from head to foot : otwithſtandig Ing, 


ha ly for me, he had not the leaft ſuſpicion 1 in, 


why regard. What did you intend to fay,, 
Matemiiſelle ? What proofs do you, mean ?. 


Chat 1 "miſtake, o "Might you haye' 2 
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© amiſs It cannot be! I looked upon you 
* 25 a Rady S er and —_ I think 
© Tam not miſtaken.” _ 

Theſe queſtions preſſed me too bak not to- 
endeavour to evade them; I would lain have 
taken up another ſubject, but ſoon found I had 
one to deal with, whoſe long experience woult} 
not ſuffer him to be eaſily put upon a wrong 
ſcent, © In the name of goodneſs, Mademaiſelle. 
congitiadd: he, taking me by the hand, do nat 

© endeavour to make your eſcape from me thus: 
Something, that concerns you very nearly, 
© occaſioried thoſe reproaches ydu uttered againſt 
© me; explain yourſelf, let me beg; in. what Is 
© jt I have undeſignedly affronted you ? I fhould 
© be cruelly afflicted, if I have been fo unfor- 
L tunate, it being very far from my intention: 
© |] will ſay no more, I feel I know not what 
that intereſts me in your behalf: Speat, thow 
« pretty creature,” continued he, ſeeing the con- 
fulion I was in. I would fain have ſet matters 
to rights by giving a different turn to my ex- 
preſſions; but it was done with ſo little ap- 
pearance of truth, that he eaſily ſaw. through 
the contrivance- © Ah !* cried he, you dilemble 
with me: Here is ſome myſtery L am con- 
vinced; beſides, now I recolleQ, you ex- 

preſſed yourſelf with great carnieſtrieſs con- 
* cerning. my: ſon-; perhaps you know him: 
you may know: me too; you 'biuih'! Ah! 
| « For ſan, continued the Margueſs, turning to 
| him, * I ſuſpect there is ſometning of ſo much 
4 © conſequence in the trouble this young lady 
© and what ſhe has ſaid, that I am 
E 4 reſolved 
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1 not to ſtir from hence till T have cleared 
the buſineſs - 

I repreſented to myſelf, in- fuch lively colours, 
the danger I ran if diſcovered by an incenſed 
parent, who. had ſo openly declared himſelf my 
implacable enemy, that I was ready to fink when 
he enquired whether I knew his ſon; but his laſt 
words terrified me fo cruelly, that I fainted 
away. I was informed afterwards that the 
Adargueſs took abundance of pains to bring me 
ta — 4 He called for aſſiſtance, and whilſt 
they were buſied in aſſiſting me, enquired of 
every one who I was, but not a ſoul knew me: 
I ſoon. came to myſelf ; but finding I was'the 
ſubject of the diſcourſe, I pretended to be till 
in a ſwoon, the better to diſcover the Margue/s's 
ſentiments, and to avoid any farther queſtions, 
which would infallibly entangle me in new 
_ . difficulties; I was in hopes of ſucceeding, as 
that Nobleman's ſervants were expected eve 
moment, and he had declared he was Nen e to 
be at Court that night. | 

During. my pretended ſwoon, I heard the 

weſs enquire who l was, of every one pre- 
ſent; he called for the landlord, aſked him 
22 I came, who brought me thither, where 
the perſon was | had mentioned as my relation; 
but all the Margueſi could get out of him, only 
ſerved to increaſe his perplexity: The landlord 
told bim, that as to the Pilgrim, I had never 
ſeen her before the preceding day; that an 
officer, whom they did not know, had brought 
me hither, and that if any one could give a 
farther information it * be the 3 
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that they bad obſerved a diſpute 1 had with 
Valet de Chambre belongin? to the gentleman _ 


who came with me, but that being ſoon over, 
they could. 17 nothing from it. The Mar- 
! 


gu 72 imm 
gave myſelf over for lot, trembling every joint; 


] blamed myſelf for not following, Se Fal 


advice. 


The poſtillion, whom the Marqueſs erpeded | 


with great impatience, was not long in coming; 
but how agreeably was. I ſurpriſed, when he 
declared he knew. nothing. of the gentleman, 
nor had ever heard his name mentioned, being 


only hired for this journey ! Well,“ cried the 
Marqueſs, this is ſurpriſing, and certainly there 


* mult be ſome myſtery in it. What think you, 


_ © Forſan? Don't you wonder at ſo many pre- 


© cautions employed to prevent any diſcovery ?* 


| The inſtant he uttered this, a ſervant came to 
acquaint the Marqueſs, that his equipage was 


ready 3 Let us go then, ſays he, © lince i can 


© get no farther information, and ann obliged ta 


* be at Verſailles before miinight,, I mu loſe 
no more time; but all this Juggle ſhall not. 
* avail, I am not to be foiled in. this manner, 
* having an inf llible means of coming to 8 
bottom of this affair. Upon this, he whi 
pered Forſan, then coming ups io. me felt my 
pulſe; he was of opinion that I fizpy,, — 
would do well; upon leaving the: room, he. 
charged the Jandlady to be very careful of me, 
aſſuring her I was a perſon: of quality; as he 


very well knew, which ought to ſuffice ; that in 
caſe I ſhould grow worſe, they muſt diſpatch. 
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an expreſs to Yerſiilles, naming. an Hotel which 
I have forgot, and he would arder a coach and 
a phyſician to attend me, if it ſhould be re- 
quiſite; ſaying this, he went away.. I no 
ſoaner heard, the coach drive off, but began to 
breathe again, and immediately reſolved, for this 
bout, not to flip the firſt favourable moment 
> Fot NY eſcape. When danger preſſes, 
we 5 ax Fe what to do. 3 
the landlady remained in my chamber, 
I conſidered with myſelf what could be the 
Murgieſi's motive for telling her I was a woman 
of quality; Can I be ſo happy,“ faid I to myſelf, f 
<-as to be miſtaken, for another by . him ?? 
This point will he cleared up. in the ſequel of 
theſe Memoirs. But to return. 
After Fe e ſufficient time, that I might 
be aſſured of the Margqueſs's departure, I pre- 
tended to .come to myſelf, and by degrees to be 
perfectly recovered; I feigned an . to 
af in order to be left alone, that I might im- 
mediately provide for my ſecurity, againſt the 
danger into which I was now plunged. | 
Xo I went up to Lindamint's apartment : She was 
waiting for me with great impatience : The 
noiſe occaſioned by the Margueſs's enquiries in 
._ degard of me, had reached her, and made her 
e a prehend leſt his arrival might prove a, freſh 
ftxcle to be deſigu we had in hand; but ſhe 
my acquainting her with his. de- 
parture, She told me, that her, meaſures were 
ſo well taken, that ſhe had not the leaſt reaſon to 
doubt the ſucceſs, particularly as Belizai, of whom 


the 0 n dread, was 0 well fs. 
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by her aſſuring bim ſhe bad entirely f6gor what | 


was paſſed; that there was nothing to: be appre- 
hended on that ſide. 1 
All that in any ways regarded ou  fourney was 
reed on, and the hour fixed; the diſpoſition: 
ſecmed fo well contrive l, that I flattered y- 
ſelf we could not de difabpbinted: But how 
ſhort-ſighted i human prudence ] Lindamin?'s We 
ill ſtars were wearied with perſeciting; and no.] 
conducted her to a port of ſafety : but TI only 
began to feel the malignancy of mine, 1. had:, 
been told that before I could be happy, I muſt | 
undergo all the trials that can poſſibly be made 
of a voung woman's virtue. e. 
Night had now ſtretched her fable mantle 
over our ſide of the globe, and wrapped . 
face of things in obſcurity; not the leaſt noiſe 
was heard in the houſe, where all were afleep- . 
except Lindamine and myſclf,, who waited for 
her ſteward's calling upon ns. Et xaQly at the 
time appointed he came to acquaint us every thing 
was ready, and conducted us down. Hairs, 
which he did without any light, to prevent ac. 
cidents. Thereckoning had been diſcharged hat 
evening in the preſence of the hoſtler, wav Was 
ordered to open the gates at the time appointed 3. 
a precaution which very much facilitated our 
When we were got into the chaiſe, and clear- 
of the village, after a mutual recommendation: 
of ourſelyes to Providence, Linamine, taking: 
me in her arms, At laſt; my dear, faid. ihe,, 
© we are ſatisfied for once; 1 hope by: days. 
break we ſhall be in a place of lafety.” 
0 " 8 Eray 
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. P ray G04 We may. 4 I replied 3 & but 1 : 
*<© tremble without knowing the reaſon.” . 
It is the ſtillneſs of a dark night,” replied the 
Pilgrim, © which frightens you, Good God l 
continued ſhe, what would you do if alone 
< ina wood as I have often been ?* I made her 
no, anſwer to this, though my experience was 
nat ſhort of hers in that particular ; for, what- 
ever affection I might have for Lindamine, I was 
reſerved as to my "own affairs, and had not 


as yet let her into the ſecret hiſtory of my 


life : Such haſty canfidences may ſuic romances 
well enough, where there is a neceſſity 


"of making things hang together, and intro 


ducing as many ſpeakers, good, bad, and in- 
different, as poſſihle to ſwell the work; but 
truth on which all memoirs ought to be built, 
excludes improbabilities ; and this rule muſt be 
fo ſtrictly ob/erved, as often to omit real. events, 
ir Oey deviate too far from the uſyal courſe of 

ngs. 

ee ſteward, who. rode by the chaiſe 
fide, had not yet, for want of time, given her 
any account of the commiſſions, he had exe. 
cuted; he took this opportunity of doing it. 
What a pleaſure was it to hear bun. ſay, that 
as to St. Agnes's letters, of which his miſtreſs. 


| had given him fo great a charge, they would 


be ſafely delivered into AJelicourt's own, hand; 


for the ſteward had very luckily, called. to mind. 


relation of his, who ſerved that young. gentle- 
man's father in quality of comptroller upwards. 
of twenty years; the ſteward aſſured. us, that 

he ſhould very ſhortly have an anſwer from his 
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kinſman, to whom he had Te charge the 
delivery of the letters. I aſked him with great 

precipitation, by what means the anſwer would 
come to hand ? He replied, that not being able 
at the time of writing to gueſs where he might 

poſſibly then be, he had deſired his relation to 
direct for him at the monaſtery I had mentioned, 
imagining, by what his miſtreſs ſaid, he ſhould 
be in that neighbourhood. I was charmed with 

the man's contrivance : In my tranſport I could: 
not forbear crying out, My Minette will 

«© have tidings very ſhortly. of her beloved 
© ſhe will be overcome with joy, in which too 
& ſhall ſhare with her!“ The Pilgrim was: 

ſtruck with admiration at this overflowing good- 

nature; ſhe commended it very poktely, and 
from. thence ous diſcourſe turned upon l 
new kind of life we were going to embrace. 

We had gone about four miles, the poſtillion 
was reſting his horſes after getting up a- pretty” 
Keep hill, when we heard through the Rftillneſs: 
of the night the trampling of horſes feet: This: 
threw. us into a conſternation. *© I am undone,” 
cried out Lindaming; * You will find Beltzar's. 
miſtruſt has made him ſufpeRt what I have done, 
and upon this he is come in purſũit of me. 
Gdod God! what ſhall. I do, if it proves ſo PF”. 
Make yourſelf eaſy. Madam, I beg of you, 

replied her ſte ward; you know F have carried? 
arms and do not want courage. As to the 
<<. perſon. you mention, he certainly has no- 
*© right to-controul; you, and at the worſt, if 
*© he ſhould perſiſt in following you, can only+ 
learn the place where you. have choſe to retire; 
« I thiak this all you need apprehend 3. but if 
you 
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© you have no mind even to be troubled with 
1 en. can eaſtiv prevent it © Bit l aur 


L afraid,” replied Lindamine, after pauſing a. little, 


© Jeſt ia his violence he may do yoau-a-miſchief.” 
Do not be afraid, Madam, replied the 
See << I have a. pair of good piſtols, the 

& fight 5 which will | ſuffice to keep him in 
& a-we. This was uttered with ſo: much re- 
ſolution, that Lindamine ſeemed ſome thing 
encouraged; the embraced me very cloſe, her 
little heart beating very quick, and doubtleſs 


feeling a ſevere: ſtruggle, from the trial. ihe, ap- 


prehended her virtue muſt undergo. In effect, 
it cannot be denied, but a young, womad is very 

wretched, when a part of her lite is employed: 
in gaining victories over herlelf, againſt the bent 
of her affections. 

In the mean time the noiſe of the bauen i in 
creaſed, and notwithſtanding. that of the chaiſe 
now in motion, we could hear them gain upon us 
every inoment; ve even imagined. that we could: 
diſcern a ſmall. glimmering light on the road. 
Here I began. to be alarmed in my turn. 


. © Heavens H cried I, perhaps their deſign is- 


on me. The light increaſing, ſeemed to be 
torches; this — = me of. what the old. 
Marqueſs: ſaid at going away, that he bad in- 


fallible means of coming to tne bottom of the- 


affair 3. the reflection terrified me ſo much, that I. 
did not dare to examine any farther. Lindamine,, 
whoſe courage ſurpaſſed mine, looked out, and 
called: to her. ſteward, who had ſtopped to view. 
the ſubject of our alarm. Ah my dear 

e cried ene Win, a 
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ce know which of us is purſued; but chere ars three 
&© men with torches coming full ſpzed after us. 
© Are they a great way of, A replied JI. About 
e two hundred yards, anſwered the ſteward 
coming up to us. For God's fake,” ſaid I, order 
« the chaiſe to ſtop, Iam. convinced they come 
after me: As I have the molt important 
© reaſans not to be diſcovered, I beg to alight: 
V onder aedge will : conceal me till they are 
© paſt Zindamine and her ſteward endeavour- 
ed to diſſuade me from it, but the terrible ap- 
prehenſions of falling again into the old Margueſs's . 
hands, made me perſiſt in my deſign, and 
obliged them to comply with. what I deſired; 
but, the greater haſte, the worlt ſpeeds... 
Neither Lindamine nor I could- poſſibly get the 
chaiſe open, ſo that the ſteward was obliged to- 
alight and aſſiſt us; I was getting down, but 
the loſs of ſo much time gave the horſemen, I 
endeavoured to avoid, the opportunity of coming. 
up with us and ſurrounding, the chaſe. - By the 
light of the torches, I diſcovered tha Gaunt; Rs 
Fal; he was as.pale as death, preſenting 
hand to me, and endeavouring to ſpeak, T — | 
poſed. to reproach.me ; but he was ſo much out 
of. breath with hard riding, or rather, as I under-- - 
ſtood afterwards, ſo ayerjpyed.to find me, that. 
he could not utter a ſyllable, his /alst de Chambre, 
the ſame who I had io. genteelly tricked; ſupplied- 
his deficiency. Really Ma damsiſelle, ſaid he, 
with a taunting kind. of air, you. make a very 
ill return tomy maſter's civilities 3. 5: were I in. 
e his place Hold your tongue. 
—_ the Counts, in a. tage that ſkewed. he ty 44 
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be FAV, © the young lady is ber own | 


* miſtreſs, and if at this moment I any ways. 
© hinder her deſigns, it is what her intereſt ab- 
© ſolutely requires. Saying this, be ap- 
proached me, and made a thouſand excuſes br 
his interrupting my journey; adding, that be 
would lay down ſuch reaſons for what he dic. 


that I could not but approve of his conduct. I 
was ſo agreeably ſurpriſed with his behaviour, and: ; 


the complaiſance he ſhewed, after Þ had put 
ſuch a trick upon the confidence he repoſed i in 
me. that I had not a word to ſay. FA $ 

St. Ful, after giving me time to recover, FA | 
drefſed himſelf to Lindemine and me in the 
politeſt manner, and far from reproaching ber, | 


as another might have done, for ſpiriting me 


away, hearing that our expedition terminated: 


in a monaſtery, he returned thanks for the civi- 


lieies ſhewn me, and extolſed our diſcretion, as 
he called it; adding, that in order to make her 
ſome amends for depriving her of ſuch an agree- 
able companion, he would wait on her himſelf 
with an- account of me, as ſoon! 'as I was con- 


veniently ſettled: 


During this converſation, a ſervant came met 2 


acquainted the Count that his chaife was coming: | 


up; upon this he told me, that computing 
from the time I left the village, as he was in- 
formed on his arrival there, he gueſſed he ſhould 
overtake me, and therefore ordered his chaiſe 
to follow him · ; a precautien he was- overjoyed 
to have taken, as it prevented any interruption: 
in Zindamine's journey ; I found by the ſequel 


of * that it was owing to his Valet - 
de. 
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d. Chambre's coming to Yerſailles, and what 
they told him at the village, that his miſtruſt gave 
him ſo much uneaſineſs, as obliged him to take 
poſt horſes in purfuit of me. © 
By this time the chaife had joĩned us; St Fal 
preſented his hand to help me in; I embraced 
Lindamine with great tenderneſs before I left 
her, and promiſed ſhe ſhould frequently hear 
from me. WE | | * TY a 1 | 5 | 
When I had taken my place, the Count was 
very diligent in employing all poſſible precau- 
tions that could contribute to make my journey 
agreeable: To prevent my 'catching cold, he 
wrapped me in a cloak, and obliged me to cover 
my feet: in fine, he did every obliging thing 
good manners could ſuggeſt, and then ordered 
the chaiſe to drive on. 7 could not forbear ad- 
miring his ſweetneſs of temper, and found him 
truly worthy of eſteem, on ſo many accounts, 
that I heartily regretted my having given him any 
uneaſineſs. 5 ; ir ne] 
I began to think the beſtexcuſe I could make 
St. Fal ior my flight, was to acquaint him with 
my adventure in meeting with the old Marqueſs, 
and my dread of falling into his hands; the pre- 
text was ſo natural, that I did not in the lea 
doubt of irs ſucceſs. Ihe Count ſeemed much 
diiturbed at ſuch an unforeſeen accident; he 
made me repeat every ſyilable his uncle had ut- 
tered; he very humanely put himſelf into my 
place, and agreed, perhaps through complaiſance, 
that I was perſectiy right in making my eſcape ; 
Whatever vexation,” ſaid he, your flight oc- 
* caliongd, or trouble this unexpected return of 
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my uncle throws me into, I am overjoyed in 
knowing from your own mouth, that your 
© departure was not owing to any averſion 1 
c apprehended you might have taken to me. If 
you knew, lovely Jenny, continued he, *how 
© much I ſuffered, when I did not find you at 
© the village, you would certainly be moved; J 
concluded that I had been ſo unfortunate as to 
loſe your favour, and that my company was 
© become difagreeable.to you: But you have re- 
© vived me; how happy ſhould L be, woes 
\ honoured ſo far as to enjoy your friendlhip;!” 
55 Alas! that you have already, cried I, over- 
come with his polite behaviour, his nice turn of 
ſentiments, and that they aimed at nothing far- 
ther than my friendſhip. © Your merit,” con- 
tinued 1, © abundantly deſerves that 1 thout! 
<< think myſelf happy in ſuch a worthy friend; 
& neither is this the firſt time that I have va- 
e lued myſelf on the reſpect and civilities re- 
& ceived at your hahds.” © Heavens-!* cried 
St. Fal; interrupting me, who could behave 
© otherwiſe to ſo charming a creature? Nay 
© more, I am ſo entirely devoted to you, my 
© heart is ſo far prepoſſeſſed in your behalf, 1 
© love you with that delicacy (this ſure will 
© give no offence) that I am refolved to ſerve 
© you even againſt my own intereſt : No» more 
E miſtruſt therefore, lovely Fenny, no longer 
© look upon. me as a tj rant, obiiruRting your 
© lecret inclinations: I promiſe, I even, vow, 


„ notwithitanding the ardent affection. | have for 


< you, that I will ever promote your happineſs, 
© as tar as lays in my POWer,s. al ban 


ER 4 


c ga wot: call WEE ſo 1 is, 
© that vou will never . me your . 
« Yoruly paſſions abs rangers to my brealt ;/ 

© knaws no deſire, but * of, ſeeing and > 
* miring AD 1 fv. ever exceed thoſt 
© bounds,, the delicacy, ie more the vir - 


1 tue 1 profeſs to cultivate, . will akxays check 
any ſuch attempts, and prevent. Wen giving 
vou the leaſt diſturbance. 

Such 1 9 1 of ſo generous 2 friend. 
(hip, and ſo,racely feen in this age, moxed me 
excecdingly, and were anſwered with a becoms 
ſincerity, Fro thenge we fell; upon the 
ject of my lover” $father,; qt 3 ee, l. 
l very e en e left, ſuſpicious 
4 as be appeared. to me, e. ſhould have me 
& watched ſo narrowly, Apeclal finding bis 

et: e 1 an at laſt he . find. 
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© place can be properer than the Court for 
© concealment, where every one is taken u 

© with their own concerns: Strangers paſs there 

for what they pleaſe, nobody r thein- 
© ſelves to examine into their 3 have 


< : known ſeveral that have 'eftabirſhe | rhehiſele 


there under a travelling title; and their Chil. 
© dren have ſucceeded to it, as well as to their 
© ſubſtance : Silence and à long pofſeionare the 
© proofs of their affumed nobility. © As to ladies 
in particular, their affairs not deing of any 
conſequence, they are ſeldom moleſted, 
unless it be with! too much“ complaiſance, 
where their merit is conſpicuous, but never on 
« account of their quality: Does not every one 
6: «phaſe? they may aſſume what * they 
eaſe ? 

All this, Sir, replied I, 4 is very well; 
161 am ſatiefied I ſhall not be Gfurbe ”on this 
55. head, and that under the nàame you have in- 
e vented, 1 ſhall früſſrare the moſt curious 

& ſcrutinies that may poſſibly be made after me: 
4% But, pray, how ſhall I: nd wherewithal to 
< ſupport my condition? For, I take it, empty 
4% titles are as thin diet at Court as etiewhere ; 


L have not one farthing of income, nor the 


<« leaſt expectaney of that kind. Vou are ſuf- 
40 ficiently informed. that a capricious turn of 
b fortune has raiſed me from my original con- 
<< dition, and left me in a very precarious fitua- 
cs tion, without the leaſt means af rb 
% But I muſt aſſure you, Sr,” continued 1 
my re at the expence of 
what 1 think honourable" I would return a 
—_ 2 «© thouſand 
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<« thouſand times to the wretchedneſs of my 
ce birth; taking therefore this for granted, as [ 
«© beg you will, I cannot ſee . I I ſhould- 
© not have given you time to form theſe reflec- 
tions, ſaid St. Fal interrupting me, had I 
© not taken a ſingular pleaſure in —_— vou. 
© Ah! lovely Jenn, how noble are theſe ſenti- 
© ments! What a veil do they throw over the 
© obſcurity. of your extraction! Birth is the effet 
© of chance, and, where Providence has allotted 
© it, . gives no grounds to value ourſelves upon; 
© he that ſhould arrogate any thing to himſelf on 
© that ſcare,” would be juſtly reproached, that 


* his acquired merit muſt be. very e e 
ſince he has recourſe to what paſſed In the 
© world before he made his appearance in it. He 
might, in that caſe, be juſtly ſaid to adorn 
© bimſelf with the duſt, of his anceſtors. But, 
to cut the matter ſhort, if you were not born 
« ſerves it on many accounts; with ſo much 
« good ſenſe and diſcretion, you will certainly 

fucceed in the world ener thing will ſmile 
upon you,.,; your family will be maintained, 

and you But, ſaid I, interrupting 
make me believe Why, Mau. 
© mo;ſelle,”, cried St. Fal very ſmartly; it is no 

matter; you ſhall find, by experience, that | am 
not building cattles in the air., Alas! Sir,“ 
replied I with ſame emotion. L am! ſatisfied as 
to that particular; 1, dare ſay you will order 
every thing.ſo well, that it will be 2 ſecret to 
« all the ed but myſelf, from e 
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& ſubſiſtenee comes j but ſtill, I can never pre- 


Vail upon myſelf? te accept of its“ © of 


4 


l why-ner?* replied Srt Fal very eagetly', - 
-be-16-miftaker? as te apprehend” what the 
18500 wilf: ſay? What have you to do with 
<. other:people 44 Will iany one know you? No 
© certainty; norchave you any deſign of making 
©22a6quanntances.” This being granted, who can 
©: hinder vou from living retired, and cultivating. 
your talents till you are ſettled in the world? 
© Tie-pubHe wdlregar@Inc-more of your con- 
e than what openly-appears, and will ap- 
©: phiud: it aceetdingly, ard: without entering. 
©) Bag man de kept,“ eried 1; interrupting 
him w 1 2 emetien -Wthere is no palliating 
the · tatter am- net“ 18 learn what wet 
werd erf Well: then, N 
ee res de ig rents ** 
ee Kept 2 THice yon ieder Ps 
- ekpfeſfn ;wheres tho erm uf . the” 
meaning of word#vartes acebrding to the ue 
Me nel ime apply them; there ate daly in- 
c ſlencbs ROB rep by heh, why fhotld 
« etkere : ne; from whottyirwſs may Fr 
„Ae dle !feliefl? Pi "ut pov bt 
ee ri nie TonehTeargwreFtec-terh dee 
theſe br whic a ig poſition raiſed | 
ipimy _— vWPhis-witiind? ex experience'in 
the avon; de ebe pee im a ſove- 
reign degree, e convince me on this 
oœeο Ee Itkk Hell Wag reduced, 
and the. approfehi(er Cooldeede "excuſe 


ſo ddnRErb GAA ee ongH to have 


ſabmlete dle ders x put end. 
l C 22 5 | tion 3 


The Fortunate Country Maid. gg. 


tion, rather than thus expoſe my innocence, A 
young woman can neyer be too much upon her 
uard againſt herſelf ; a word, a trifle, oftentimes 
effects her overthrow. Real virtue is always 
attended with difidence and humility ; its con- 
ſtant leſſon is to fear ourſelves; it is this happy 
diffdence which crowns the work, and makes 
us triumph over the fierceſt aſſaults of vice. 

| Theſe reflections brought me to Verſailles; it 
was now eight in the morning, the ſun ſhone 
full upon the palace, and yielded the fineſt fight 
my eyes ever beheld ; my tranſport, occaſioned 
by ſuch grandeur and magnificence, was ſo 
great, that I even forgot myſelf. St. Fal, not 
imagining what it was which thus engroſſed mx 
thoughts, and who was always apprehenſive of 
oiving me the leaſt” uneaſineſs, or fearing, per- 
haps, that I might give myſelf up to reſſections 
ariſing from our preceding diſcourſe, afked me, 
with ſome concern, what made me ſo ſilent. 
We were then at the end of the great alley, and, 
going to turn off to the left. Good God!” cried. 
I'very impatiently, do not diſturb me; you are 
very barbarous to interrupt me in the con- 
„ templation of fo delightful a view.“ When I 
ſaid this, my eyes were ſo earneſtly fixed on the 
palace, that the Court eaſily gueſſed at the occa- 
ſion of my ſilence, and the earneſtneſs I had be- 
trayed. I aſk you pardon, fair lady, ſaid he; 
but I muſt tell you, nothing can be a greater 
proof of your exquiſite taſte, than the attention 
you beſtow on the beauties of that place. Upon 
this, he ordered the poſtillion to ſtop; I ran over 


with ry eye that chatining proſped, aſking a 
thouſand 


"of 
+ 


96 . The Fortunate Country Maid. 


thouſand queſtions, without allowing him time 
to anſwer one half of them. 

When | had recovered myſelf a little from 
the admiration ſo many fine objects excited, I 
aſked St. Fal very gravely, if that was the 
place I was to lodge at? He could not forbear 
ſmiling at ſuch a queſtion, whilſt he acquainted 
me, that it was inhabited only by ſuch whoſe 
rank. or employments placed them near the 
King's perſon, of which he gave me a kind of 
5 that laſted till we reached the Orangerie 
ſlreet, where the chaiſe ſet us down. 

A woman of about five and twenty, miſtreſs 
of the houſe where I was to lodge, havin mom 
acquainted. by MAonſicur de St. Fal's Valet de 

mbre of our arrival, waited for me at the 
door; the rec red me in a mighty obliging 
e 0 6 0604 & God !” ſaid FO to 
wat, aſter embracing me, ; how young 
Ir 1 lady 100 725 rye She is an 
infant, exceeding handſome; it is a cryin 
4 Tue the ould be a widow at thſ years!” 
ene: put, me to the _ bluſh. _ The 
5 eing the confuſion I was in, turned the 
diſcourſe, —* preſenting his hand, led me up a 
ery handſome ſtair : caſe to my apartment ; the 
lechef the ſun from the glaſſes and gilding 
with Which it was adorned, caſt a prodigious 
luſire.;, 1 muſt own, I felt a ſatisfaQion ariſe in 
my, brealt ; . fond. as I had, always been of fiery 
ſuch. lodgings ar furniture could not fail "of 
me 2 ſin ular. pleaſure, It did not 
Cu, Who, as he has ſince told me, 
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ing ſucceeded in his endeavours to ſtrike my 
imagination at the firſt entrance, knowing very 
well that nothing diverts melancholy more, than 
the gaiety of thoſe objects which ſurround us. 
He was certainly in the right; outward ſhow is 
always bewitching, and the gaudy appearance of 
things more or leſs carries the greateſt weight, 
_ eſpecially with women; which clearly proves 
our ſmall ſhare of ſolidity, not excepting myſelf, 
notwithſtanding our vanity in priding ourſelves 
upon what. they term ſentiments, the parade of 
which is now ſo much in vogue, that the 
cinder-wench will not yield to a Dutcheſs, in 
what is called manner of thinking. This folly of 
an affected heroiſm may have its application, as 
well as that of luxury. Luxury is faid to be a 
mark of concealed poverty: May one not 
venture to ſay, that ſentiments, for which ſome, 
with ſo much oſtentation often value themſelves, 
are a ſpecious cover, by which they endeavour 
to dazzle the eyes of the world, and cover their 
own weakneſs? 

When I was put in poſſeſſion of my apart- 
ment, St. Fal deſired I would employ the good 
ſenſe, he knew me miſtreſs of, to amuſe myſelf 
in his abſence, giving me to underſtand that he 
was obliged to paſs the reſt of the day with the 
old Marqueſs, for whom he mult invent ſome 
ſtory concerning me, deſigning, in order to 
excuſe himſel!, to pretend | had made mv eſcape 
from him. I could not forbear trembling at 
what he ſaid, * For Heaven's fake, Sir,” ſaid I, 
take care how you behave on this nice point; 


your uncle ſeemed. to me a perſon of ſo much 
vV.ot. F diſtruſt 
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© diftruſt-and penetration, that I am very ap- 
© prehenfive, left, after laying together the 
© rencounter te had in the village, and your 
account of my eſcape, he does not employ 
ſuch ſure methods of finding out the truth, 
as will infal'ibly - diſcover where l am: If 
that ſhould happen, you know I am entirely 
ruined.” T have already told you, Made- 
moi ſelle, replied St. Ful, that you have 
«© nothing to fear on your lide; it is on me the 
« Margueſss diſpleaſure will light.“ And is 
© not that of ſufficient conſequence ?? cried TI ; 
I ſhould be very ſorry you under went any un- 
© ealineſs on my account.“ Good God! 
«© Mademoiſelle,” replied St. Fal, as he was re- 
tiring, that is the leaſt of my care; my 
„ couſin's return, for his father will certainly 
© fend for him upon hearing your evaſion; 
the notion I have that ſooner or later he 
ce ill ſee you; the certainty I have of the 
<© pleaſure ſuch an interview will create in you; 
*+ theſe are uneaſineſſes much more real, than 
* any I apprehend from acquainting my uncle 
« with your eſcape.” [I eafily underſtood the 
meaning of all this ; but as I bad no mind to enter 
on ſuch a ſubject, I let him go without returning 

any anſwer. . | | 
When he was gone, the chamber-maid, 
who had been hired to wait on me, came up, 
ſhe ſeemed tow:rds fifty, with an eaſy infinuatiug 
air; ber name was Brechan, and the landlady uf 
the houſe gave her an extraordinary character; 
the had lately left a Dutcheſs's ſervice, by 
reaſon, as ſhe informed me herſelf, of a violent 
5 paſſion 
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paſſion the ſecretary had for her, and which 
might poſſibly have endangered her innocence. 
I could not forbear ſmiling to myſelf at this 
acknowledgment, Her age and plain face was 
2 ſufficient ſecurity againit any attacks of that 
nature: I ſoon difcovered her foible to be a 
fooliſn belief, that ſhe inſpired love into all the 
men who looked at her, which ſhe imagined 
could not be with indifference ; to this conceit 
ſhe added another notion, equally ridiculous, 
that ſhe was nobly born; it is true, ſhe could 
not be ignorant that every one knew her to be 
a cook's daughter ; but her folly, or rather va- 
nity, prevented this objection, by aſſuring you 
very gravely, that ſhe had been changed at 
nurſe. | FA F: | | 
Madame de Geneval (for that was my land- 
lady's name) made her appearance ſoon after the 
chamber-maid, Now 1 am diſpoſed to draw 
characters, it would be unpardonable to omit 
her's. She was tall, handſome, and well made; 
but the misfortune was, ſhe knew it too well: 
A failing that renders the greateit charms very 
diſagreeable; her character was to find fault 
with every thing, though her genteel way of 
doing it made ſome amends. . 
M .0ſt things at firit ſmile upon us; Madame 
de Geneval was fo very obliging and afiduuus, 
that I made her very ſincere returns, attended 
with too little reſervednets. The event will 
 ſhew plainly that young perſons ought to be 
very cautious and circumipect with their new 
_ acquaintance. This gentiewoman's behaviour 
has taught me, at a very dear tate, to inculcate 
Jo necetlary a lefton'to others. 


F 2 Before 
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Before; I went to bed (for. the landlady and my 
waiting woman had determined it ſhould be ſo, 
in order to refreſh, me after a journey of betwecn 
two and three hundred miles, as they imagined) 
my cheſt of drawers was opened for me: 
Lou ſee,” faid Madame de Geneval, * every 
thing is laid in as exact order, as, if you had 
been preſent. - Monſieur de St. Fal has ſaid ſo 
much in your praiſe, and ſo earneſtly, recom- 
' ©, mended the care; of your trunks, that | took 

the things out myſelf ; when I cpened them, I 
wrote an account of what found; but this 
is a liberty I would. not have taken, without 
the.poſitive intreaties of your friend the Count, 
who inſiſted on every thing being in its proper 
place agsinſt your arrival: But go to ſleep, 

etty. lady,” ſaid ſhe, embracing me, we 
+. © ſhall have time enough to diſcourſe theſe 
matters over when you wake; bring her a 
; © porringer of broth, continued ſhe, going out 
of the room, © ſhe will reſt the better after it.” 
Brachan had it ready ; after I had taken it, ſhe 
helped me to undreſs ; | got into bed, upon 
which ſhe retired, ſhutting the door after her. 

My mind was in too great, an agitation to ad- 
mit of any repoſe: May I venture here to diſ- 
cloſe myſelf ingenuoyſly? Will not the pro- 
feſſed prudes, thoſe ſplenetic ladies J have be- 
fore mentioned, take the alarm at the ſecret 
motions of my ſoul, I am going to divulge? 

What will it avail, - if I ſhould give a falſe gloſs 
(and nothing can be more eaiy) to my thoughts 
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dt that time f They will be equally ſevere, and 


I ſhould forfeit my title to ſincerity, that truly 
| | 80 ble 
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valuable, quality, under a proteſtation of which 
1 entered upon theſe Memoirs, Self. love, in- 
deed, anuſt luffer; but. amiable truth will entitle 
me to ſome compaſſion. 11 
1 Had [ called; my heart to a (tric on I 
am perſuaded, at firſt I ſhould have found it 
more affected with the brilliant ſituation I was 
in, OP: with, the ſecret murmurs of a repining 
virt'”2.,,. There is a wide difference between 
arming ourſelves againſt future trials, and en- 
countering, the immediate influence of things. 
preſent.z We erb reſiſt the charms of vrbat 
bee cen poſſeſs. Wile men often exclaim 
againſt the 12 of riches, but we have few in- 
ke of, their practiüag the doctrine they 
teach, n 
I was no fe ” wt left Jo? but! looked with 
pleaſure on the gay objects which ſurrounded 
me; the glaſſes, gi! dings, the, pictures, raiſed 
fuch*"bewitching ideas in my mind, that I could 
no longer reſiſt the temptation of taking a nearer 
view, of the things I was in ſome meaſure 
miſtreſs of. Being alone, I got up, bolted the 
doors, and indulged my curiolity, It is true, 
virtue made ſome little effort befote it abandoned 
me to theſe allurements; but 2 ſudden thought 
repreſented my curioſity as abſolutely necellary ; ; 
„I myſt,” ſaid I; to. myſelf, © be acquainted 
15 with, what the drawers con ain: The things 
< are given out to be mine; bY [ wolle bel 
© any ignorance, it may raiſe tome luſpiclon 
We pee to the part I am to A. 
repoſſeſſed with this neceſſity, I went; into f 
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cheſts ; I opened them with ſome apprehenſion 
this ſcrutiny, though attended with à kind of 
qualm, as if I bad been engaged in miſchief, 
foon amuſed me by the alluring diſcoveries it 
produced, eſpecially in reſpect of one, whoſe. 
KK and education had not made her thiftreſs' of 
any one individual thing. 
Next to my bed- chamber was a cloſer dine 
with pannels of looking-glaſs; the hangings, 
like thuſe of the apartment, were crimſon 
damaſk bordered with gold fringe: Several 
pictures repreſenting children playing together, 
and beautiful landſcapes, all placed with great 
ſymmetry between the glaſſes, had a charming 
effect; but what pleaſed me moſt, : was à book- 
caſe at the farther end, » Containing g great choice 
of new muſic books. 5 pit 
My toilette Was placed in the wardrobe I 
| mentioned before: It contained every thing that 
regards dreſs: The boxes were "Billed with 
bracelets, gloves, and modern "trinkets in an 
elegant taſte. Whatever inclination I had to 
examine every thing in particular, the fear of 
being interrupted, . not having ſufficient time to 
20 through the whole; obliged me to content 
myſelf with a tranſient view of ſo navy be- 
| witching objects. i iy 
1 was not a little waere in lg the 
cheſts, "at the great abundance of linen and 
other things. hat was deſigned for my wear- 
ing, appeared exceeding fine ; but a complete 
ervice of plate, which] found by itſelf, muſt 
needs own quite charmed me.. 4% 


Another cheſt furniſhed a let of einer ho 
4 8 


hes; 
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fineſt fort; in the partitions were contained 
every thing belonging to the table. 

After running over all theſe things, I returned 
to my chamber. I was curious to know the 
contents of a large commode with a marble 
cover, which was no ſmall ornament to the 
room. The firſt drawer was filled with mercer's 
goods, for making gowns proper for the ſeveral 
ſeaſons of the year; nothing was forgot even of 
the moſt trifling nature. This detail may very 
well be thought tedious, yet it is really neceſſary 
in order to give a juſt idea of my new admirer. 
Self · love poſſibly finds its account here, but that 
is a ſubject J am not very willing to diſcuſs; 
fuch an obliging attention muſt neceffarily make 
a very engaging impreſſion on the mind of a 
young creature. Not to own I was very much 
affected with this generous behaviour, would be 
making too free with ſincerity; and as ex- 
perience convinced me that his conduct was not 
in the leaſt influenced by any criminal views, L 
was the more ſenſible of the obligations con- 
Served on we 

The little reſt my affairs had allowed in the 
foregoing nights, oppreſſed me to that degree, 
that notwithſtanding my eagerneſs to continue 
the ſcrutiny, I was obliged to deſiſt; ſleep over- 

wered me, and I threw myſelf into bed, 
There my ſoul, perfectly ſatisfied with my 
preſent ſituation, and void of. care for what was: 
to come, entertained none but the molt agree- 
able ideas, followed by fo profound a repoſe, 
that I did not wake till the day was far ſpent. 
It was near ſun-fet, when the noiſe of the 
: F 4 __ -cvaches 
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coaches obliged me to riſe; I immediately re- 
collected that I had faſtened my chamber door, 
upon which I went and drew back bevel 
This was no ſooner done, but my waiting- 
woman entered. Lord]! Madam, ſaid ſhe in 
a wheedling tone; you are certainly very timo- 
rous to barricade. yourſelf thus in broad day - 
_ © light. I have been ſeveral times at the door 
* to know if you wanted me; but the fear of 
© diſturbing you; made me wait till now.“ This 
was anſwered with great indifference on my 
fide. Her countenance did not pleaſe me ; ſuch 
_ antipathiesare many tim esinvoluntary, and from 
my childhood I was liable to prepoſſeſſions of this 
nature, though they are often groundleſs, and 
always argue a weakneſs in our underſtanding. 
We ought to guard againſt ſuch follies, as there 
are many who by an unfortunate caſt in their 
aſpect, promiſe nothing commendable, and yet 
their real worth greatly ſurpaſſes that of others 
. whaſe countenances are very taking at firſt ſight. 
Every day's experience juſtifies this remark, 
though very few correct the failing. 
Brochan having opened the windows, I placed 
myſelf at one of them. The evening was de- 
lightfully pleaſant, and abundance of people 
were taking the air. Such a ſight was altogether 
unuſual to me, its great variety affording an 
agreeable amuſement. I was charmed with the 
neatneſs and elegance of the women's dreſſes ; 
I examined them with great attention, and ſuch 
as pleaſed me moſt, drew my eyes after them as 
far as I could poſſibly diſtinguiſh one object from 
another. T his ſo entirely took up my ws. 5 
| 13 that 


% 
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Womenzmuſt own with mes k that our flroneeft 
propenſity ois to mine each other; this is 
generallyattended either with jealouſy or envy, 
as we eanifeldom prevail on ourſelves to do one 
another juſtice; - a- wretched: diſpoſition, which 


ſeems inſeparable from the ſex. 


As much as [ 


have at this day got the better of little tollies, if 
I deal ingenuoully, I muſt acknowledge mylelf 
| fill» ſubject to ſuch mean impreſſions. If ever 
I ſhould-publiſh-the ſequel of my adventures, as 
perhaps I may, I propoſe to treat of this matter 
more at large, and prove by examples how 
careful we ought to be in forming 4 judgment 
. on, outward: appearances :. Fatal experience bas. 
I am now: very cautious, 


convinced me of this. 


it is true; and endeavour to. correct ſo great a 
weakneſs ;': nevertheleſs, it often happens that. 
cuſtom. that. /econd nature, prevails over reatan. 

Whilſt I was deeply engaged in examining 
every one that paſſed by, ſumebodv claſped me 
faſt in their arms, without my perceiving who it 


was that. took ha liberty with me 


My colour 


came, and I turned about very haſtily, ſtrug- 
gling to free myſelf from. ſuch an. unexpected 
no eaſy matter to ſur- 
© priſe you, ſaid Madame de Geneval laughing, 
1.86 

you. are ſo much, upon your guard; aud are 
C fo. ſtrong, there would be. nothing got by 
Upon my aſking her. 


| embrace, |: 


„It would 


& romping with you. 


pardon with a. ſmile, for being fo rough in. diſ- 
will pardoa you this: 


once, 


engaging myſelf; 


1 


. replied ing way: 3 « Sur 
= anorher time I ſhall not * ſo eaſily prevailed 
* upon; and even now, it ſhall onty be on this 
OW . Condition, that you do us the honour of ſup- 
ping with us.” This eras — aecom- 
panied with ſo polite an air, that} I could not 
refuſe it, after which we placed ourſelves at the 


window, and began 1 criticiſe thoſe 3 


b 
| Ua de Geneva bad a particular 0 for 
this dangerous pleaſure; dreſs, figure, coun- 
tenance, nothing eſcaped her. The women 
ſeldom found mercy at her hands; thoſe who 
Were handſome rarely eſeaped the moſt ſatirical 
ttrokes; the men came better off, that is, ſuch 
as were above the ordinary rate, for the others. 
were excluded all favours. 
„What do you think of er, * cried Ma- 
dame de Geneval, © that comes this way with 
« that flaunting gait, and falſe air of beauty, 
that deceives at à diſtance? Do not be miſ- 
taken, her fine complexion is only borrowed 
« from the myſteries of the toilette, as her 
carriage is from the information of a much- 
« conſulted looking-glaſs ; ; for all her affectation, 
« ſhe is very plain; as you Will own when you 
<< fee her nearer, T will lay a wager,” added 
he, © that you would not ſuſpect her hair, 
8 tricked up as it is with ribbands, was none of 
„her own; and yet ſhe is as bald as a coot, 
« and has recourſe to art for ſupplying the 
& geftciency of nature. Speak the truth, would. 
„ not you gueſs, by her attendants and dreſs, 


that her huſtand behnged at leaſt to the Ex- 
8 | 4 SU I. quer 
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60 Fs Far from it, be is cook to the 
& Prince: of, =— Though her mother 
&« (old fruit, her vanity aimed at his ſteward 3 

5 hut ſhe is very well off in marrying his cook, 

« who muſt cheat. his maſter to maintain her 
c extravagance: And yet, in return for this too 
<« great indulgence, he has never a quiet mo- 

ment; they ſay his heart is broke; but it is. 
all to no purpoſe, ſhe goes on her old way. 
& Pray behold that other woman that is coming. 
cut of the great gates; by her behaviour and 
the airs ſhe gives herſelf, would you imagine: 
cher to be five and twenty? and yet ſhe is 
turned of fifty ;. but in order to impoſe on 
© thoſe who do-not know her age, ſhe;tel!> them, 
« with an affected air of ſincerity, that ſhe dreſſes 
©« in. brown, becauſe it. is her favourite calour,, 
and ſuits any age: But the beſt of the jeſt is, 
c that ſhe cannot prevail on herſelf. to marrv a: 
«© man, who. has long made his addreſſes, for 

fear ſhe ſays, of dying in childbed.“ Saying 

this Madame de Geneval burſt into ſuch a hearty. 

At of laughter, that | could, not forbear j Joining 

with her, though. I knew not Why. 

We had ſpent near an hour in this kind of 
amuſement, hen. a flourith on the kættle- drums, 
and a hurry in the ſtreet, made me enquire what. 
could. be the occaſion, The King is return- 
ing from hunting,” replied Madame de Ge- 
azual, *©* we ſhall' ſee him _ by.” My heart 
began to flutter at this, a> I immediately recol- 
lected the firit time of my ſeeing his Majeſty, 
and the conſequences his preſence had x rain 
ates. it. Though Lovas now yiuwn, err 
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of diſcretion, and had already fatisfied my 
_ Euriolity, I found the ſame eager deſire of ſee- 
ing the King ſeize my foul, as in the Foreſt. It 
is true I concealed my earneſtneſs. Vanity 
* which always grows upon us, made me imagine 
1 fhould' want no aſſi tance to diſtinguiſh the 
King from the reſt : Perſuaded of this, 1 fixed 
my eyes on that ſide the King was expected, and 
gave very little attention to the criticiſms Ma- 
dame de Geneval, with her uſual charity, paſſed 
upon every one that came in her way. 

My impatience did not remain long unſa- 
tisfied; the hunt returned, and, contrary to 
what was uſual, moved very lowly. Day-light 
Was not quite gone, and I congratulated with 
- myſelf on the opportunity I was going to have 
of conſidering the King's perſon very attentively ; 

but the falſe ſhame of informing myſelf which 
Was the: King, diſappointed my hopes, ſur- 
| Founded as he was by the courtiers. By good 
luck, his Majeſty dropped ſomething out of his 
hand, otherwiſe he would have paſſed by un- 
diſtinguiſhed ; but the eagerneſs every one ex- 
preſſed to take up his glove and return it, ſufffci- 
-_ __ ently pointed him out, and had the ſatisfaction 

> I fo much deſired. 
My admiration of this charming Prince was 
ſo great, that I could not forbear obſerving to 
Maaume de Geneval the gracefulneſs of his per- 
fon ; but ſhe ſcarce made any anſwer to what I 
faid on the ſubject: Her eyes were fixed on a 
" Nobleman, with whom ſhe ſeemed to be en- 
*tirely charmed, and was no leſs ſolieitous to 
mars me : ſenlible of his perfonal aceompliſn- 
ments, 
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ments, than I was in remarking thoſe of the 
oung monarch. But the beſt of it was, we 
mutually appl.uded each other*s remarks, falſly 
imagining they regarded one and the fame object. 

In the mean time, the Court was directly 
under our windows; IL was ſo taken up with the 
ſight, that I quite forgot I was in a very plain 
undreſs. Madame de Geneval was full dreffed, 
and either through malice or inadverteney, did 
not give me the hint; thus was I unwittingly 
expoſed to the curious eyes of the company, 
for my little vanity would never have reliſhed. 
the negligence of my deſbabille. I think I have 
elſewhere mentioned how much I ſuffered on 
ſuch occaſions, and indeed do to this day. 

«K Good God '“ cried Madame de Geneval, 
with a myſterious air, but ſuch as betrayed how 
well ſhe was ſatisfied with her own dear ſelf; 
e theſe men are turned fools ſurely f One can- 
© not be at a window, but they ſtare one 
* through! See, Madame, I beg, how they 
« eye us!” In effect, they all to a ſingle man 
look d up as they paſſed by. Indeed, Ma- 
dame, replied I, you make me obſerve what 
© would not have ſurpriſed me, had we been: the 
© only women that looked out of window in the 
© ſtreet ; but, 'methinks, the whole Court ſeems. 
entirely taken up with ſtaring at us, Oh] 
replied Madame de Geneual, what you ſay does 
4 not at all ſurpriſeme! I am ſo well known, 
4 ſo very well known, my pretty lady, that you 
* mult not wonder at What you ſee; you do. 
„ not know that the King himſelf is pleaſed 
“often to favour me with a look; not that I 

1 8 « would: 
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2 would have you think,“ continued the vain: 
putting on an air of medeſty, that 1 
attributed this to any thing very flattering in 
<« myſelf; my Huſpand goes every day to Court, 
and as he is upon very good terms there, it is 
no wonder if ſome notiee is taken of me. 
% Did not I tell you ſo ?” added Madame de 
_ Eeneval, ſtanding up, the King does us the 
% honour- to look at us! He certainly re- 
© members my face. For Heaven's ſake, Ma- 
©. dame, let us retire,” continued ſhe in a 
ehildiſh affected tone; I can fland it no 
longer.“ 

A Nobleman, who was oppoſite to the 
window, ſingled me out with his hat to thoſe- 
that Were near him: * Own, gentlemen, ſaid: 
he, © that young lady to be exceeding handſome, 
© and that the de/ſbabille you ſee her in, far 
© ſurpaſſes all the arts of dreſs.” I his was no. 
fooner ſpoke, but every one eyed me with 
freſh attention, and bowed to us one atter another. 
The King being directly oppoſite to our 
window, looked up a fecond time, and took off 
his hat; I bluſhed prodigiouſſy, and imagining 
I ought.to return the compliment, made an ex- 
ceeding low courteſy: Lord, Madam, what 
s are you doing?“ cried Madame de Geneual 
loud enough to be overheard ; © nobody ſalutes 
<< the King; you will make .us be taken for 
t mere country creatures.” The King and: 
dhe whole Court fell a laughing at this ill- timed. 

rimand. Whether this was owing to the 
manner of expreſſing herſelf, or my ſimplicity, 
1 cannot getermine ;; this 8 n very well, 
ta. 
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the hafty reproach ſtruck me all of a heap. 
ſhould have remained in this condition for a con- 
| fiderable time, had not Madame de Geneval, in 
order to ingratiate herſelf with me, and ſhew- 
her knowledge of the Count, [given me the names 
and hiſtory of part of his Majeſty's retinnue, 
though heard with great indliffereney on my: ſide: 
I had not forgot the litije mortiſication {fancied 
| dhe had drawn upon me, and ſelf-love made my 
reſentment appear very juſtiſiable. | 
My vain cajoling landlady, imagining my 
ſilence proceeded from the -reliſh I had for her 
_ converſation, eontinued-the ſubject for ſometime, 
ſparing nobody that came in her way: When 
breaking off on a ſudden, ſhe propoſed going 
down to her apartment, ſupper-time, as ſhe ſaid, 
drawing near. H replied, that © it would be- 
proper for me to put on ſome head-cloths, 
* ſince the would not allow me to dreſs.” © Oh ft 
« by no. means, cried Madame de Geneval, 
you are killingly handſome in the dreſs. you. 
© are in; neither am I the only one whothinks 
„ fo, as you have juſt now * We ſhall 
** have frequent opportunities of ſeeing you 
2 A dreſs, for this once let us enjoy you in your 
native charms. This compliment was an- 
8 Fares in a proper manner on my fide, not for- 
getting her beauty, with which ſhe ſeemed 
mightily. taken; as this, indeed, was truly her 
weak ſide. Tis very juſtly ſaid,“ cried ſhe, 
begging pardon for the 1 — of taking me in 
her arms, that women of quality Are always 
N . diſtinguiſhable by their behaviour: I have 
Jever been fond of their company, as thein 
” 3 495-365. nai a0 dementen 
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& converſation is ſo very inftruQing. What 
does not prejudice effect! As long as ſhe took 
me for the Counteſs de Roches, this was always 
«dd ſtile; but; the moment ſhe diſcqvered the 
2 ſhe proteſted to one, who ga e an 
account of it, that - ſhe all along 6k me for 

e nu counterfeit; that, notwithſtanding the airs 

5 * I was pleaſed to give myſelf; ſhe ſaw through 

e the attifice, and every day diſcovered ſome- 
thing that betrayed my mean birth. 80 

much for prejudice. . 

Although I was very much preſſed to go 
down undreſſed as I was, I ſhould never have 
eonſented, had not Monſieur de Geneval ſur- 
85180 us in the debate: He accoſted us in a. 
genteel- manner, and paid his compliments grace- 
fully enough. He bad ſomething of the fop-in 
him, his voice trifling, and much upon the fa- 

miliar: As ſuperintendant to the Duke of — 

he imagined himfe'f company for any one; 
handſome, tall, and well made, always in the- 
pink of the mode, and very full of him ſelf;. 
a ready wit, and fo happy in his little ſallies, 
that the ſpleen was entirely baniſhed where ever 
he came, and made bis converſation much 
eoveted. The vicious part of any one's cha- 
racer is much eaſier attained than what is va- 
- Juable in it; his ſatirical vein Madame de Gene- 
val had dGquired, and was very ready at biting 

' expreſſions ; ; but then, ſhe wanted the fine turn 

of wir in. applying them, of which ſhe was a 
ſect maſter; inſomuch that he uould'- fre- 
Faenely .Jaſh people to their faces, with ſo much 
art, adapting his voice and expreſſion fo juſtly, 
* every one preſent, except the perſon = 
cern 
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cerned, immediately diſcovered who was aimed 
at ; nay, it often happened that the object of 
his raillery was the moſt diverted of the whole 
company. Let any one judge if ſuch talents. 
_ were not eſteemed in an age fo favourable to 
ſatirical refleftions, that all charity for our 
neighbour is exploded, as a thing quite out of 
date. | | | 
Our ſupper was perfectly neat and elegant. 
Monſieur de Geneval acquitted himſelf exceed- 
ingly well in doing the honours of his houſe. 
We were five at table, without reckoning 3 
boy of ſeven years old, fo very ill-bred, that 
he ſeized every thing he could lay his hands off 
daubed the table-cloth, and ſpoiled the cloaths 
of thoſe who had the misfortune to be near him, 
and all this without his father's being allowed to 
reprimand him. As he was pretty, and by way 
of compliment ſaid to be like his mother, ſhe 
thought upon this account he could not be too 
much indulged, and conſequently ſpoiled hiin to 
ſuch a degree, that he was ready to fling 
things at any one's head that preſumed to find 
fault with him. n N 
A relation of Monſieur de Geneval, about 
fifty years of age, made the third woman in the 
company: Her humour ſcemed gay and airy; 
ſhe amuſed us with abundance of pleafantry, - 
accompanied with ſo much wit, as threw a veil 
over ner age, and the malicivus turns ſhe fre- 
queatly gave to things. dhe was not all of a 
pit ce, her folly betrayed itſelf in giving us to 
underſtand, that in her younger days the ſtood 
unrivalled in point of beauty; then her dif- 
courle ran upon the extravagancies Princes and 
e Noblemen 
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Noblemen had committed in making their ad- 
dreſſes to her ; there was no end of this ſubject; 
and if any one took a fancy to contradi@ her, 
as it ſometimes happened, the ſcene was 
changed in an inſtant, from affable and polite, 
ſhe became downright ſcurrilous. 

A gentleman belonging to the houſehold, 
about thirty, was the very oppoſite to the perſon 
juſt mentioned: Taciturnity, gloom, and diſ- 
dain were ſtrongly imprinted on his countenance. 
He never was known to approve of any thing 


in all his life; and before you uttered a ſingle. 


ſyllable, you might depend upon being contra- 
died by him: But was his favourite tranſition, 


and No his darling particle. 


- Notwithſtanding this difference of characters, 


1 ſoon perceived that the company was agreed 
upon making me talk, with a deſign to learn 
ſome account of my affairs; but Monſicur St. 
Fal, who had a good deal of foreſight, gave me 
my leſſon in writing: My ſtory was framed, 
digeſted, and got by heart; I came off very well, 
notwithſtanding their attacks, and this chiefly 


by the coneiſe anſwers I gave · The only ſecret 
for baffling curioſity, is to ſay little; there is no 


hazard in being cautious, whereas giving a looſe 
to the tongue, overburdens the memory, and 
endangers the contradicting one's ſelf: A tickliſh 
ſituation, to which perſons ought never to ex- 
poſe Themſelves, who have reaſons not to be 


publicly known. | | 
The deſert had not been long ſerved up, 
when a footman came and whiſpered 8 


to Madame de Geneval: She immediately turned 
towards me, and told me in the ear that a Noble- 


man 


>> 


\ 
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man enquired for me. Imagining it. muſt be 
St. Ful, who was come with ſome news, 1 
ordered the footman to conduct him to my apart- 
ment, and was preparing to go and feceſve 
bim. The ſervant hearing me name that 
Nobleman, aſſured me it was hot him, but that 
he 3 his livery, it muſt be the Duke of 
— The name ſurpriſed me, and Man ſicur ; 
de Geneval perceiving it, aſked me if I had any 
reaſon for not receiving the viſit, for in that 
caſe it was only ſaying, that I did not ſup at 
home: My anſwer was, that I did not deſire to 
be ſeen, as the perſon was an utter ſtranger, and 
J did not apprehend what his buſineſs could be. 
Madame de __ roſe: from _ at hits my 
ding me make myſelf very eaſy, for - ſhe would 
-terious air, that the partly. gueſſed his errand. 
"Saying this, ſhe left the room, making me 
ſeveral ſigns. which I did not.comprebend, 

ls expected her return with great impatience, 
wondering what could detain her ſo long. 
The dread I had of the old Margue/s, brought 
him continually to my mind, whenever trouble- 
ſome accidents gave me any uneaſineſs. 

- Monſieur de Geneval perceiving me much 
diſquieted, endeavoured to make me ſhare the 
-mirth of the company: ' Complaiſance obliged 
m te ſeign an attention to what paſſed. What 
an ixkſome taſk it is to counterfeit ſatisfaction., 
When the mind labours under perplexity !. | 
After half an hour's ſtay, Madame de Geneval 
returned laughing very heartily. ** Did not 1 
Kell ou, aid ſhe, ſpecking to me, that 
ve ere examined very narrowly when at the 
& window 2 
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„ window ?” Without vanity, our charms make 
© ſome noiſe in the world.“ Who doubts 
© that?* replies the huſband 3 alf the Court 
© envies my happineſs in poſſeſſing ſo lovely a 
creature as Madame de Goieval.” None of 
our jeſts,” continued ſhe, half angry at his 
tronical tone; I could give very convincing. 
4 proofs of the truth of what you ſay: but that 
% js not the buſineſs at preſent. It is very cer- 
s tain J have had a thouſand Toft things ſaid to 
eme juſt now by a very gallant ſpark; it is 
<< true, I was not altogether impoſed on, know- 
ing very well“ continued Madame de Geneval, 
pointing flily to me; the Counteſs has the 
beſt title to the courtſhip, though addreſſed 
„ to me.“ © Meaning me, Madam?“ replied 
I very gravely : How ean T be any ways con- 
© cerned? I am but juſt arrived from the other 
end of the kingdom; have no acquaintance— 
« Alas! that is no reaſon,” replied Monfieur de 
« Geneval very earneſtly ; © there are a thouſand 
for your engaging their adoration.” I could 
not forbear ſmiling at the manner in which I 
was addrefled. The wife, thinking'perbaps this 
was carrying things too far, and, like many 
other women, was piqued to hear another ex- 
tolled, or might be naturally a little jealous, cor- 
rected the tranſport her huſband had been guilty 
of, by ſaying, that if I had not really been ſo 
very handſome, novelty was of great fervice 
cin this country; nevertheleſs it muſt be ſup- 
ported by ſomething more laſting than beauty; 
that the vogue drew admirers for à while; but 
_ **© when that was over, the object was as raſily 
e neren de LS neglected, 


L $ -4 
VC 4.8 


$ neglected, as it had been eagerly purſu ed.“ 
The gentleman of the houſhold oppoſed this 


maxim, aſſerting, that what was once truly 
amiable, was always ſo. Madame de Geneval, 
who had her reaſons for maintaining what ſhe 
had advanced, brought a recent example in fa- 
your of her own opinion: Lou all ſaw,” ſaid 
ſhe, addreſſing her diſcourſe to her huſband's 


kinſwoman; the famous Lyonnoiſe, ſo much 


talked of about two years ago at Paris; ſhe 
© was as fair as alabaſter, had fine features, a 
good ſhape, and an air of grandeur ; notwith- 
+ ſtanding all this, I could find nothing very ex- 


* traofdinary in her; ſhe no ſooner appeared in 


< public, but was followed by all the world. I 


happened to he one day at the Thuilleries, when 


© the Lyonnai ſe was walking there; as the great 


© alley perfectly ſwarmed, I . enquired of every 
one I met, what could occaſion ſuch. a 


© crowd ?*. ©. Good God ! Madam, where do 


«© you come from?” replied the perſon, © not 
to know that the beautiful Lyonnoi ſe is come 


* to Paris, and is now actually walking in the 


© Thuilleries ? © I ſhrugged up my ſhoulders at 
* ſuch a prepoſtorous anſwer, and reſolved to 
© ſee. with my own eyes on what it was 
grounded: I made my way through the crowd, 
and at Jaſt got a ſight of this ſo much extolled 
beauty. Whether through prejudice, not be- 


as they pretended, ſhe did not pleaſe me at 
all. I pitied the ſtupidity of the public, which 
often is laviſh, of its praiſes on objects that, 
upon a nearer view, are ſcarce tolerable: It is 
. Mei ; 5 * true, 


+. 4 :.a 


ing according to my taſte, or not ſo handſome _ 
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+ true, "ſooner or later, the / prejudice: is hid 
& aſide, e af this 1 
_ 4 | Tyonniſe | 

Some Werke Mer this, . 
N met her again, but ſhe was ſcarce 
© taken notice of; nevertheleſs, the was ex. 
« actly the fame; and, as the inconſtancy of 
Mt mode never affects me, — the win 
even handſomer than at firſt.“ No wonder 
replied the kinfwoman very ſlily, © you liked her 
cc the better becauſe nobody admired her; and 
i conſequently envy had nothing to work on. 
= the cafe ſhe had once more become 2 
< reigning toaſt, and yon had ſeen her ſur- 
* Wenns with a erowd of admirers, ſhe would 
<« have appeared as iphiin' as at firſt: the thing 

aks ſtſelf. Sen 

2 afeme . Wencval frowned a "Bette at this 
cutting 'rettiark7 Prem one of her character, a 
ſharp reply might have been expected, but ſhe 
had her reafons' for being moderate; intereſt, 
which always rules, and to which ſhe was an 
abſolute flave, prevailed on her to ſtifle her re- 
ſentmenf z 06 do it with a better grace ſhe went 
on thus: ant} Lids 

© Lyonnorfe, nettled at the injuſtice ſhe met 
„ with at Pars, came to Court; her charms 
© had a run, but ſoon met the ſame fate as be · 
fore; ſhe diſappeared on à ſudden, and I have 
© fince been informed, is gone for England m 
_ © ſearth of new admirers.” © 
N reſently” diſcovered the malicious drift of 
this ſtory, | arid *the application Madame de Ge- 


eval was willing-thoutd be made of it; from 
| whence 
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whence I concluded, that her character and 
mine would not long ſympathize. ; 
The diſcourſe ran again upon the Duke's viſit, 
which Madame de Geneval's reſlections had in- 
terrupted: She told us, that all ſhe could gather 
© from what he ſaid, was, that in returning 
from hunting, the ſight of a young lady had 
made ſuch an impreſſion on him, that he came 
© to enquire after her, and in cafe ſhe had any 
affairs depending at Court, to offer his ſervice.” 
Madame de Geneval added, that all this was 
* expreſled in ſo polite a manner, that though 
© ſhe was prepared to anſwer this gallant pre- 
© amble, which doubtleſs was aimed at me, as 
< it deſerved, yet ſhe could not avoid replying 
« with a great deal of reſpect, and letting him 
© know who I really was; the Duke upon hear- 
ing my name, aſſured her he was well ac- 
« quainted with my family, for which he had a 
© great value, and would have the honour of 
© being introduced at a more ſeaſonable op- 
© portunity. 
© I apprehended from the confuſion in which 
this Nobleman retired,* continued my land- 
lady, © that without doubt he took the Counteſs 
© for one who had herfortune to make, and that 
| © he need only come to be well received; a 
_ © foolith preſumption men are often guilty of, 


| © who think, that in viſiting a woman they do 


| © her an honour, This vanity muſt either be 
grounded on the figure they make, or the con- 
© fidence they have of our weakneſs. As for my 
part, who am often expoſed to the intrigues 
of theſe gentlemen, I uſe them with 1 * 
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£ deal of freedom, . ridicule their ſerious faces, 
© amuſe myſelf, and laugh at them; this I take to 
be the method. © Not ſo very commendable” 
replied the huſband very maliciouſly, © as you 
may perhaps imagine; under this pretext of 
ce indifferency, the gallants are reſtrained and 
ee Jiſtened to without ſuſpicion. Their follies 
< amuſe me, you will fay ? No doubt of it; 
and that is juſt what they look for; to have 
« admittance into certain houſes, is all they 
<« can hope for at firſt ; taking up your time 
« agreeably and amuſing you, ladies, is their 
&« ſecond ſtep; but what lucky fellows, if you 
& do them the honour to ſmile on their en- 
c deavours !** * Lord,” cried Madame de Geneval 
interrupting him, it would have been a 
wonder indeed, if you had not contradicted 
me; it is mighty becoming a huſband, who 
4 ſancies his honour is at ſtake, if be does 
not thwart his wife on every occaſion.” 
4 Not in the leaft,” replied the gentleman of 
the houſhhold ; " you are ſtung for want of 
„ underſtanding him : Your ſpouſe is far from 
© being of a different opinion on this point; 
does not his conduct give you daily proofs of 
6 it? Can you imagine, that if he were really 
"uh ſerious in what he favs, he would allow you 
-«© ſuch an unbounded liberty ?' A continua- 
© © tion of your long ſilence, Sir,“ replied Madame 
de Geneval very ſharply, © would have been much 
more acceptable, than the part you are pleaſed 
© to take in the converſation.” he gentleman, 
not the beſt bred perſon 1 in the world, took her 
up as ſmartly on his ſide; and like many 2 * 
WnO 
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* when they have got footing i in the houſe, 
take upon them to controul at large, indulged a 
malicious pleaſure in maintaining the argument 
with equal vehemence. The miſtreſs of the 
houſe, exceedingly haughty, apprehending poſ- 
ſibly the conſequences of ſuch a difpute, and 
provoked belides at the little ceremony with 
which ſhe was treated, and her huſbanu?*s not 
ſilencing her opponent, addreſſed herſelf to him 
with bitter reproaches for want of tenderneſs in 
her regard ; declaring that * for the future ſhe 
© ſhould take proper methods, and the moment 
© certain countenances appeared Being 
apprehenſive from the ſharpneſs of the gentle- 
man's reply, that the converſation was growing 
{till warmer, I thought it high time to retire. 
Madame de Geneval was too much taken up in 
retorting the ſarcaſtical replies of the gentleman 
and her huſband, to perceive I was gone. But 
| Monſieur de Geneval, more attentive to what 
paſſed, left his friend to purſue or drop: the ar- 
gument, and came after me to preſent his hand, 
making an apology for the ſcene of which | had | 
been a ſpectator. © She is very filly,” ſaid he, 
| ſpeaking of his wife; a trifle diſcompoſes her, 
and makes her exceptious: I overlook it all, 
© as ſhe is with- child: when ſhe is fo, ker 
humour is unaccountable ; but, in conſidera- 
tion of her condition, ſome complaiſance 
*© muſt be ſhewn.*” I commended Man feur de 
Geneval for his moderation, but blames him 
at the ſame time for ſuffering the gentleman to 
divert himſelt in provoking his wife. To this 
he replied, ** that he was an old friend, whoſe 
Vol I „ cha- 
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<< raReriſtic was, never to yield in a diſpute ; 
6 that he was ſo well known for it, that no- 
„% body ever reſented his obſtinacy.“ Upon 
this he told me an odd ſtory : This very gen- 
tleman was deeply in love with a young lady, 
who on every account was a very proper match 
for him, and the affair on the point of being con- 
cluded: it happened very luckily, that he in- 
vited his future father-in-law, after ſigning the 
writings, to ſupper ; the converſation turning 
upon the ceremonies obſerved at the marriages 
of the Ancients, the old gentleman and his fu- 
ture ſon- in- law, neither of whom wanted wit or 
learning, enlivened the diſcourſe with many in- 
tereſting paſſages and curious citations ; but the 
ſpirit of contradiction, the predominant paſſion 
in Geneval's friend, ſoon made the old gentle- 
man loſe his patience ; it is true he yielded for 
ſome time, apprehending his memory might fail 
him, till the ſon-in-law, who had been bred a 
ſcholar, falling upon a point in divinity, which 
the old gentleman happened perfectly to recol - 
le, he maintained his ground; the young one 
contradiQed him; the other, poſitive that he 
was right, ran home to his library, brought the 
book, and imagined he had carried his point; 
but the ſon-in-law diſclaimed both the author 
and the edition. This obltinacy provoked the 
young lady's father ſo much, that he retired 
without any ceremony. Upon this, their 
friends interpoſed, and endeavoured to make up 
the breach ; the old gentleman, the moſt rea- 
ſonable of the two, was not averſe to an accom- 


modation, and only inſiſted that his future ſon- | 
in-law 


The Fortunate Country Maid. 12 3 


in- lw ſhould acknowledge himſelf to have been 
miſtaken: But Genrval's friend choſe rather to 
loſe a very advantageous match, than purchaſe 
it at ſo dear a rate. 6; 

This whimſical ſtory amuſed me the more, as 
having juſt experienced that the hero of it was 
very well qualified to furniſh many ſuch adven- 
tures. After ſome reflections on it, Geneval 
left me. I ordered the ſervant to light him 
down, and then ſhut myſelf into my apartment, 
with a firm reſolution of avoiding, as much as 
poſſible, ſuch an odd medley of company. wo 
I was going to bed, when I heard ſomebody 
F knock at the door; curious to know what im- 
7h portant affair could occaſion a viſit at one in the 
morning, I went to the window; in order not 
to be ſeen, I bid the maid carry the candles out 
of the room: I diſcovered a footman holding a 
flambeau, by whoſe glimmering light I per- 
ceived a tall man ſtanding at the door, which 
was juſt opened: Upon liſtening I heard him aſk 
the maid, if a young lady did not lodge there, 
who arrived but that very day? finding by the 
anſwer, that he was not miſtaken, he inquired 
if ſhe was up, and could be ſpoke with. The 
maid, who had been preſent at ſupper when her 
miſtreſs gave an account of the Duke's viſit, an- 
ſwered the ſtranger very roughly, that the per- 
ſon he enquired after was not to be ſeen, 
3 by night, and ſo (hut the door upon 

im. DE 
I thought it likewiſe time to draw in, left if I 


ſhould be ſeen, the perſon might inſiſt upon 
ſpeaking with me, 


G 2 | ] went 
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I went to bed without reflecting on this acc 
dent, perſuaded as I was, that it had been occa- 
ſioned by the viſit intended me at ſupper-time. 
It is with ſome confuſion 1 own the profound 
tranquillity with which, I ſlept till ten in the 
morning, as if I had not the leaſt reaſon to be 

uneaſy. - ouch is giddy youth, almoſt void of 
Tefleion! My waiting- woman came to ac- 
quaint me that a mantua-maker, and other 
work women waited my riſing. I was incon- 
ſiderate enough to aſk if ſhe had ſent for them: 
She anſwered with ſome ſurpriſe, that I had 
given her no ſuch orders, but that the people 
ſaid, they came by appointment. This made 
me preſently imagine that AZ. St. Fal, with his 
uſual foreſight, was the contriver of this piece 
of gallantry. I got up, was taken meaſure of 
for ſtays and gowns, without examining any 
' farther, which 1 judged could be of no manner 
of ſervice, nor alter*their opinion of me one way 
or other. 

The clock had ſtruck one; I was ſitting down 
to table (for my houſe affairs were as well re- 
gulated the firſt day as if I had been ſettled ten 
. years) when AH. de St. Fal ſent his name. He 
Vas richly dreſſed ; I had not till then conſidered 

bis perſon with any attention; notwithſtanding 
my affe-lione were prejudiced in fu our of another, 
I could not be fo unjuſt as not to look upon him 
as a very accomplithed perſon. His addreſs was 
even more reſpeAful than uſual ; a nice conduct 
to avoid reminding me how much I was beholden 
to him. W hilſt my waiting-woman was preſent, 
he conſtantly — tle word Madam, ay 

: Gy 
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only talked of general things. J infited on his 
fitting down to dinner, which he complied with. 


As ſoon as we were alone, he began by ex- 


preſſing the pleaſure he had in ſeeing me; and 
the apprehenſion he: was under, left time ſhould 
hang heavy. on my hands in a ftrange place. 
Upon this I related to him all that had paſſed 
ſince he left me; I deſcribed the ſupper, ac- 
quainted him with the Duke's intended viſit, 
not omitting the debate which enſued on that 
occaſion. I could not prevail upon myſelf to 

hide my ſuſpicion of Madame de Genevals ill 
temper. His anſwer to this was, that the being 
obliged to provide a lodging for me on a ſudden, 
prevented his taking a whole houſe ; that it was 
not yet too latez and while he was looking out 
tor one, he adviſed me to avoid 4a Geneval's 
company as much as poſſible, | | 

It was with the greateſt difficulty imaginable that 
I took the Count off this ſubject; he did not reliſh 
the Duke's viſit ; the firanger who enquired after 
me at midnight gave him no. ſmall. uneaſineſs; 
he took heart however when I gave my word to- 
avoid all vilits, and the occaſions of them, ſo far 
even as not to amuſe myſelf at the window for 
the future. St. Fal appeared as much tranſ- 
ported at this promiſe, as if I had acquainted 
him with the moſt agreeable piece of news he 
could have wiſhed to hear; he confeſſed he did 
not dare to aſk ſuch a favour, leit I ſhould look 
upon it as a reſtraint on my liberty. 
Reſuming his uſual tranquillity, he came at: 
laſt to the point which concerned me moſt.. I 

had already aſked ſeveral times whether he had 
4 > "YT ſeen 
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ſeen my lover's father, without receiving any 
anſwer ; but now he gave me an account of a 
ſmart converſation, whereof I was the ſubject. 
© Would you believe, ſaid M. de St. Fal, that 
the old Margueſs could ſcarce be perſuaded 
© you had eſcaped out of my hands ? He would 
© be informed of the time, place, and other cir- 
* cumſtances. In order to detect me, he ſent 
for my Valet de Chambre, queſtioned him apart 
* in his cloſet, to try if we both agreed in the 
© ſame ſtory: In a word, I never ſaw him in 
* ſuch a paſſion before ; but all his precautions 
gave me no uneaſineſs, being prepared on all 
hands, by giving my ſervant his inſtructions, 
and being well aſſured he would not betray me. 
A As to my uncle, though he threatened to 
© go himſelf to the place, he has not as yet pro- 
* ceeded any farther in the affair; his anger is 


over, or at leaſt he pretends as much. He 


was very inquiſitive as to your beauty, cha- 
racter, and every thing which regarded you. 
I need not ſay, I did you juſtice, continued 
the Count; on ſuch a ſubject could any one 
© have been reſerved ? The deſcription of your 
© perſon was called over ſeveral times; from 
© whence I judged, he recollected what had 
© paſſed in the village, where he waited for his 
© horſes. The confuſion into which his firſt 
* onſet threw me, made me forget What you 
had related concerning that affair, and 1 gave 
© bim an exact likeneſs of you. 
This conformity ſet him on thinking. © If 1 
« am not miſtaken,” cried he, © there is no 
© room to wonder at my ſon's paſſion for this 
„ | ; ; cc girl,“ 
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« girl.“ © 1 pretended to be ſurpriſed at the 
© exclamation ;- but the old Marque ſs, either 
© hecauſe he miſtruſted me, or was unwilling to 
© let me know his ſentiments, changed the diſ- 
© courſe, and I retired exceedingly pleaſed with. 
c extricating myſelf ſo well out of this tickliſh 

ec affair” fl | | 
The aſſurance St. Fal gave, that his uncle's 
indignation ſeemed appealed, made me ſome- 
thing eaſy. * Whatever reaſon J have to believe 
© that to be the caſe,” continued the Count, © I 
* ſhall be continually on my guard; we have 
© a ſubtle crafty politician to deal with; and leſt 
he ſhould impoſe upon me, I ſhall be very 
careful not to give him any handle for ſuſpect- 
© ing the fincerity with which I have pretended 
© to act in this affair. Upon this account, 1 
© never left him fince yeſterday ; to-morrow he 
goes to Paris, and I ſhall take the opportunity 
* of his abſence, to ſpend the day, lovely Jenny 
with you, in order to ſettle your little affairs.” 
The word ſettle, reminded me of what this 
generous perſon had already done for me. Good 
«© God! Sir,” replied I, © what will you think 
of me! I am as you may ſee, in the greateſt 
«© confulion imaginable for being ſo backward 
in making my acknowledgments for your 
 ©* favours, of wich I have a far greater ſenſe 
than I can poſſibly expreſs.” Ah! Ma- 
demoi ſelle cried St. Fal interrupting me, your 
© bare remembering them is too great a return; 
© | beg we may ſay no more of ſuch trifles.* 5 I 
look upon them in a far different light,“ re- 
plied I; © bus ill. fome melancholy reflections 
WA o Hergower 
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© overpower my gratitude, and give me very 
«© cruel alarms. I have already ſaid, continued 
I, © that all the grandeur of the world ſhall 
«© never draw me from the rules I have pre- 
© ſcribed to myſelf ; and if your views ———" 
© No, once for all,“ replied Sz. Fal in the 
ſincereſt manner, my word and honour is your 
* ſecurity, the which, aſſure yourſelf, I am not 
capable of violating; and I content to be 
© looked upon as the laſt of mankind, if ever 
any behaviour of mine contradicts this pro- 
© teftation I have the honour of making to you.” 
« On theſe terms, replied I very much en- 


couraged, I ſhall take a pleaſure in ſeeing you, 


LO OG a A K „ A A A, 


c and abſtracting from the ſentiments you have 


< formerly expreſſed, ſo oppoſite to thoſe in my 


<6 own breaſt, I ſhould take a pleaſure in not 


<< hiding any thing from you.“ Alas, cried 
the Count with-great earneſtneſs, let that be no 


© hindrance; on the contrary, charming Jenny, 
© ſuch a confidence would afford me the greateſt 


conſolation ; how happy ſhould I be to poſleſs 
it! The effects of love are as various as the 
perſons it influences, and in me widely dif- 
ferent from what they are in others. I was 
always of opinion, that to love for one's own 
ſake merited no return; for it is properly ſelf- 
love, where one's own happineſs is the end 
purſued ; as it is ſelf-intereſt, not that of the 
object beloved, which is conſulted. The 
proof of a diſintereſted paſſion is, to promote 
the happineſs of a miſtreſs, even in oppoſition 
to our own deſires: Judge then, too lovely 
creature, what kind of paſſion J entertain in 
"WF" Ps £ your 
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6: your regard; it is your ſatisfaction, it is your 
« own happineſs I ſtudy. Ves, continued the 
| Count ſeizing my hands; you ſhall ſee me 
6 ſtrive as eagerly to promote your union with 
© him you love, as if my own- happineſs imme- 
© diately depended on it. It is true, in loſing 
© you; ! loſe all that is dear to me in life; but I 
© ſhall: have the comfort of. reflecting, that in 
© point of diſintereſtedneſs and generoſity, I ſtand: 
© unrivaled.” "43 1 
. Sentiments ſo delicate, ſo refined, and fo new 
to me, raiſed an admiration that ſilence alone 
could expreſs. Ah!] can you doubt my ſin- 
<« cerity ?* continued the Count, you make me 
© no anſwer. Will you exclude me from the 
confidence you mentioned, one of the favours, 
alas ! I can only expect? The ſentiments I 
have juſt now expreſſed, however commend- 

© able in the theory, you perhaps imagine im- 
© praticable.. My behaviour thus far, my late 
proteſtations, all betray ſome ſecret views. 
© Yes, ſuch. I have, too charming creature; 
© ſhall T acknowledge thein ?? continued St. Fal 
riſing up; © Will you be convinced of what I 
© have ſaid, if I pour out the ſecret motions of 
© my ſoul?' „Well then,“ replied I terribly 
alarmed; ©* what is it you hope for? You ought 
* to know me, and conſequently not to flacter- 
5 yourſelf that I ſhould ever —” Ah! 
* Mademoiſelle,? cried St. Fal interrupting me, 
© here what I have to ſay; do not ſuſpect that 
© under an apparent probity, a villain lies hid :: 
© I love you, I adore you, your charms have 
© vanquiſhed.me,. and to preſerve you, I would 
4 ö 9 1 ſacrifice. 
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© facrifice rank and fortune a thouſand times 
© Over; but I would owe this . to your 
© own choice, and not to any importunity of 
* mine. I am perſuaded, that had not your in- 
dination for my couſin prevented me, I might 
done day have been ſo happy as to gain your 
* favour ; but the probity on which I value my- 
© ſelf, and my ſingular way of thinking, have 
© reined in my paſſion, though not extinguiſhed | 
© my hopes: on this is regulated my preſent 
© condition, and that which I ſhall obſerve till 
fate ſhall leave me no poſſibility of poſſeſſing 
l vou. Not that I with the Marqueſs may 
© change, and much leſs, that death ſhould raviſh 
him from you: knowing as I do, and in the 
" ſentiments I profeſs, it would be defiring your 
© unhappineſs ; but the events of life are ſo va- 
8 c Tous, and ſo continually ſubject to change, 
© that ſuch a thing may naturally happen: In 
© either of theſe unfortunate caſes, may I not 
reaſonably hope that you would one day call to 
a mind the purity of my ſentiments, the ſervices 
1 had done, or at leaſt endeavoured to have 
© done ? and that then preſenting a heart, which 
© I may venture to ſay would not have been 
8 * diſagreeable, had you not been prejudiced in 
© favour of another, you would crown a paſſion 
© that never was inſpired to be unfortunate.” 
The Count's laſt words were uttered with ſo 
much tenderneſs, that I was greatly affected. 
„ You are not miſtaken,”” replied J with ſome 


& 


emotion, and yielding one of my hands, which 


St. Fal bathed: with his tears; you are not 
- miltaken in . on * 3 J wilt 
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ec ſay more; were not my affections already 
„ engaged; I know no one but yourſelf eould 
& ſucceed in fixing them,” —* For the pretent:. 
6 this ſuffices,” cried S?. Fal; throwing himſelf 
at my feet; I am leſs wretched : This ac- 
© knowledgement affords relief, and tranſports 
* me—How! charming enn, may l flatter: 
& myſelf.” Heavens] what do l here? cried? 
a voice from the door. which was half open; 
4 an betraved: perſidious creature]! I will 
40 never ſee thee more 1 12 Se 
The ſound of the voice, the cruel aprophe, 
the ſudden: diſappearing of him. that ſpoke, the: 
oſture the Count was in when | was ſurpriſed, 
all together made me ſtart up and fly to the door. 
„Alas! I am undone,* cried [, diſcovering the 
Marqueſs as he made off. This unexpected ap- 
parition ſtruck ſuch a terror into me, that | muſt 
have ſunk upon the floor, had not a /opha.luckily. 
received me. It. Fal. no leſs ſurpriſed than 
myſelf, ran to my aſſiſtance. Ah! Sir,“ 
cried I. © leave me, and follow vour kinſman;; 
„he believes me guilty, and detefts me, of 
all which.you are the cauſe. O Heavens! I. 
am quite ſpent, I am in deſpair.“ r 
St Fa did not heſitate a moment, be ran 
downſtairs, and preſently overtookthe Marques. 
J would fain have got on my feet to prevent a 
quarrel, which their high words gave me too 
much reaſon to apprehend; but the agony. | was 
in rendered; it: impracticable. My waiting-wo-: 
man came up in a violent agitation; ſhe pur the 
finiſhing hand to my misfortunes, by acquainting 
me, that St. Fal and an officer, as ihe calle the 
| G, 6. Mar ques, 3 
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 Margueſs, were gone out diſputing, and by the 
fury viſible in the AZargueſs's countenance, ſhe 
really believed a duel would enſue. At this 
terrible news I exerted myſelf, and ran to the 
window to bring them back; but, alas! they 
were ſo far gone, that it would have been in 
vain to call after them. © Ah Heavens l' cried 
J, not obſerving I betrayed myſelf - before a 
ſervant I had no reaſon to confide in; what 
will become of me, if I loſe all that is dear 
« tome in this life! Go, Mademoiſelle, ſaid I 
to my woman, ** loſe not a moment; run, and 
<< endeavour to bring them back.” God for- 
bid!“ replied Brachan with an air of diſdain ; 
it would be very fine, truly, to ſee young 
women running after ſuch ſparks. If I had 
© imagined I was hired to be engaged in thefe 
kind of adventures, I would never have dark- 
© ened the doors.“ After this comfortable 
harangue ſhe left the room, muttering to her- 
ſelf, but ſo loud as to let me hear ſeveral ſhock- 
ing expreſſions. hs TE 
Let any one imagine the condition I was in; 
I knew not what to do; If I go after them, 
ſaid I to myſelf, to what purpoſe ? Put the caſe 
I reach them whilft they are engaged, as they 
certainly are, ought not I to apprehend my 
preſence will only ſerve to redouble the Mar- 
queſs's fury, and haſten ſome tragical event? 
He thinks me perfidious ; what effect can my 
prayers have on him? Again, how ſhall I be 
looked upon here? I reflected, that though the 
piying Madame de Geneval ſhould happen not 
to be at home when the AZargue/s and St. Fal 
| went 
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went out, I muſt expect that prude Brochan 
would not fail to inform her of all that had 
| paſſed. What would not be the conſequence ? 
Women, eſpecially thoſe of my landlady's cha- 
rater, ſhew no mercy. on ſuch occaſions. In 
fine, I knew not which way to turn myſelf; 
ſometimes J relied on St. Fas prudence and 
ſincere attachment to me; then again all hope 
vaniſhed when I conſidered him vigorouſly at- 
tacked, as I had reaſon to think, and under an 
abſolute neceſſity of defending himſelf, I walked 
about my room in a violent agitation, muſing 
on all theſe particulars, when, to complete my 
misfortunes, /a Geneval, notwithſtanding her 
former politeneſs, - entered without the leaſt 
ceremony, and aſked very haſtily the meaning of 
what ſhe had juſt been informed of ; adding 
ſomething drily, ©* ſhe would not for the world 
& any untoward affair ſhould happen, wherein 
% her name could be brought in queſtion ;” ſhe 
told me, her houſe was not deſigned for ſuch 
% purpoſes; and that ſhe took it heinouſly ill, 
& that M. de St. Fal ſhould expoſe her houſe 
© to any ſuch inconveniences, ?? 75 at 

To all this I anſwered not a word; I was ſo 
confounded, that I could not deviſe the leaſt 
pretence to give a favourable turn to what I was 
reproached with. La Geneval, taking my 
ſilence for a tacit acknowledgment of what ſhe 
thought of me, perhaps confirmed in it by the 
remarks of my devout waiting- woman, con- 
tinued her diſcourſe in ſo high a ſtrain, with ſo 
many bitter taunts, and expreſſions fo very ill- 
timed, that not being much prejudiced in her 

| favour, 
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favour, I took her up very ſhort- for her im- 
pertinence, telling her with a piercing look, 
to leave my room, that I waited for the 
© Count's return, and ſhould not fail to achuaint: 
© him with the civilities I had received in the 
apartment he choſe for me, and where I had 
expected to be ſafe from any inſult.” This. 
was uttered with ſo much reſolution. that ſhe- - 
durſt not make any reply. Her huſband, who 
Eame in and heard part of what [I ſaid, aſked: 
very earneſtly if any of his family had behaved. 
otherwiſe than with reſpect? I thanked him very 
coldly for his concern, and perceiving his wife 
was going to open again, I retired to my cloſet, 
throwing the door after me; there I burſt into 
tears, and loft myſelf in a train of reffections 
ſurpaſſing each other in the anguiſh they occa- 

foned. © ; 
Abandoned thus to myſelf, I looked upon 
what had happened, as a puniſhment for accept- 
ing of St. Fal's offers: It would have been: 
much better, ſaid I to myſelf, to have gone to 
a monaftery, which would have anſwered all: 
purpoſes : Love and reaſon might. have gone. 
hand in hand; the old Margueſs perhaps would 
have deſiſted from perſecuting me. I muſt have: 
ſuffered, it is true, from my averſion to a: 
cloiſter; but virtue, being free frœen any alarms, 
would have afforded ſome cor fort, in repreſen t- 
ing me bemoaned and valued by a lover truly- 
dear, and whoſe preſervation was of ſuch con- 
ſequence. This day my ruin is compleated,, 
continued I, ſhedding a torrent of tears; what: 
will be. nat think? What has he. not room to. 
COS + > | imagine? 


imagine? He finds me in the hands of another; 
however innocent I may be, he ſurpriſes him at 
my feet; appearances are againſt me; he will 
never return | | 
Three hours were ſpent in the moſt melan- 
choly ſituation; no account of what had paſſed, 
which my imagination repreſented: very tragicak. 
The ſtrict honour of St. Fal was too notorious, 
not to render it more than ptobable: I could not 
forbear thinking he muſt have periſhed in the 
combat, ſince he thus left me a prey to racking 
uncertainty. This notion gathering ſtrength, 
let me into the conſequences of ſuch a terrible 
affair; it was natural to expect being ſeized, 
and made reſponſible for what my imagination 
repreſented to have happened, as the cauſe, 
though very innocent of the quarrel: In this. 
caſe, I had no room to flatter myſelf ;- on the 
contrary, it was reaſonable to ſuppoſe I ſhould: 
find no favour, but meet with the ſevereſt treat- 
ment. N ; 
Such juſt alarms produced other refleions z: 
I thought it high time to conſider ſeriouſly what 
I had to do. Flight ſeemed the beſt grounded, 
as well as ſafeſt, and which. conſequently. I te- 
ſolved on. Money I did not want (for I forgot 
to mention a purſe of gold I found in the com- 
mode) but I repeat it once more, 1 was no. 
longer that Jenny, "miſtreſs of ſo much reſolu- 
tion in any adventure; plenty, eaſe, conſulting. 
my inclinations, had inſtilled all, the terrors and 
weakneſs uſual with young women of quality; 
I was even afraid of being left alone; I loved to. 


_ 
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be at my eaſe; and the apprehenſion of being 


otherwiſe, gave me no ſmall anxiety. A ſervice 


I could not think of with patience; and yet the 


only means which preſented themſelves were a 
ſervice, © or to work for a livelihood. What 
could I ſet about? I knew nothing, and could 
ſcarce wait on myſelf. It fignified nothing to 
debate the thing, a thouſand obſtacles oppoſed 
themſelves to what my virtue pointed out; it 
did not yield indeed, but maintained its ground; 


yet, ſullied as it was by ſo many concurring ac- 


cidents, it no longer caſt forth thoſe bright rays, 


it had formerly done, when not weighed down 


with the follies of the age. I ſaw plainly my 
wretched condition, and bewailed it; but that 
was all, I came to no reſolution. | 

It was now near ten at night, and nothing 


determined; I knew not which way to turn my- 
ſelf, overwhelmed as I was, I never thought of 
eating. My cook-maid, who was mightily 


taken with me from the firſt, and whoſe good- 
nature, which far ſurpaſſed that of my waiting- 


woman, made her more conſiderate and attentive, 


came to look for me in my cloſet, 1-ſhall make 
no difficulty to enter into a detail of what paſſed 
between us, as it proved afterwards ta be of 
conſequence. ** Lady of ours, faid ſhe very 
innocently, _ do people live here on the air? 


„ Why, your ſupper: has been ready theſe two 


& hours. FJeſu- Maria cried ſhe, holding 
her candle to my face; ©* you are all in tears 
« Can perſons at your age have any thing to 
« trouble them? Mercy on us! what will be- 


. come of others, when ſuch ſweet babes take 


things 


ordered her to go to ſupper. © Come then,” 
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© things to heart? Juſt Heaven! I am rarely 
fitted truly, out of the frying-pan into the fire: 
My laſt miſtreſs was always grumbling, 
„ growling, ſnarling, and throwing things 
e about; this here cries like a child: Patience, 
« every one has their humour———But,. in 
<« plain truth, what makes you take on thus ? 
«© You want for nothing: have you not a good 
& lodging, well furniſhed? A large income? 
e As for youth or beauty, Heaven be praiſed, 
ve need not go from home, ſo that you are 
« much to be pitied truly! Pies on't what 
« would you do, if you were in my place, 
“ ſimple as I ftand here? Gracious Saviour!“ 
continued the good natured creature with tears 
in her eyes; I ö warrant ye all this is for the 
« loſs of her huſband! Well, he's gone, and 
cc there's an end on't. For one cold one, 
« there's a thouſand warm ones. We ſhan't 
c miſs our market: we live, Heaven be 
„ praiſed, in a country where they are as 
« plentiful as the miſeries of a kitchen- wench.“ 
I could not forbear ſmiling at my maid's 
compariſons and manner of comforting me: I 
told her however, to leave me, and that I did 
not intend to eat. Then I muſt een faſt 
« too,“ continued ſhe; “ for it would not be 
“ right in me to regale, whilit my good miſtreſs 
« is in affliction. Well, well, it won't kill 
me; if I go without my ſupper to night, I 
* ill eat two to-morrow.” Barbara, for 
that was her name, left me ſaying this: Her 
compaſſion moved me, I called her back, and 


ſaĩd 
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ſaid ſhe, © we will compound the matter: If 
% you will but ſup a porringer of broth, I will 
<< undertake to eat as much as any four in the 
© pariſh ; otherwiſe I can out-faſt our curate, 
the greateſt penetentiary in all the country, 
and a very good man if he did not love 
money, and here and there a pretty girl, you 
„ know what I mean, If it were not for fach 
< little fooleries, they ſay, he might have been 
* a faint long ago; but, like the reſt of the 
* world, he loves himſelf; and after all, he 
„may not be ſo much to blame as people 
< pretend.” | 

I endeavoured a ſecond time to ſend Barbara 
away, loſing all patience through her nonſenſe... 

5 | 

When we are under affliction, every thing in- 
commodes us; but this day I was deitined to be 
embroiled. © Begone, ſaid I very haſtily, do 
you »think J have nothing to do but 
„Well, Madam, I am gone, ſaid ſhe with- 
out ſtirring an inch; I ſee foul weather gather- 
ing, and you muſt be obeyed. How one 
© may be deceived ; I could have ſworn, with 
„ fo much good-nature in your face, you 
© would never be angry: But they ſay, one 
*© ſhould never judge of people by their looks; 
*© and 1 fancy, when you have mind, you can 
“ ſcold as well as another. Heavens be praiſed, 
„ women of my rank” that was her expreſſion, 
* are born to ſuffer: I lived with one Made- 
% znorſclle d Elbieux, who like you 
* Mademoiſelle d Elbieux / cried I, ſtruck with 
the name, where is ſhe ?' W hy, are you 
© acquainted with her?“ anſwered wy ? 
| | [ o, 
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© No,” ſaid I, diſſembling the truth; but a 
© friend of mine knows her.“ * So much 
„ the better if you are tot acquainted,” 
replied Barbara; ſhe is a malicious Miſs, or 
Lady, which:you pleaſe, now ſhe is married; 
«© our village has a good riddanee of her, ſhe 
«© plagued us out of our lives when ſhe came 
to paſs the ſummer there, }whichlwas-onlyonce 
„every year.. What is the name of your vil- 
lage? ſaid I, extremelyſſurpriſed that what I heard 
fould agree ſo well with'the place of my birth. 
If you imagine I have forgot, Madam, re- 
plied Barbara, * you are miſtaken; my memory 
is not ſo ſhort, nor is it ſo long ſince I came 
6c from thence; it is called D-—, and though 
the leaſt in the Foreſt of Fontainebleau, it is 
«© not. behind-hand with the beſt of them; a 
66 perfect little paradiſe on earth, I long to end 
„ my days there; but patience, all in good 
time, if God grants me life, every thing 
has its day; ſomething mult be laid up to 
„prevent ſtarving 3; we are poor folks, it is 
true, but very. honeſt /; and our family, God 
© be praiſed, has nothing to reproach | itſelf 
with, except one of my nieces, who has 
N made noiſe enough, and they ſay will, make 
* her fortune: But there is not one of us would 
„ be in her place; for it is a proverb in our 
village, More honour and leſs money ; 4 good 
name is better than a golden girdle." 
pon this the went away. Let any one 
imagine the conſternation | was in to find my 
 cook-majd to be my own aunt; for by what 
TH laid, ſhe was my father' s lalter, This is 
one 
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one of thoſe accidents, which are leaſt ex- 
pected, and make the deepeſt impreſſion. I 
could have wiſhed to have entered a little more 
into particulars with this good- natured ſimple 


relation; but I thought it proper to take an- 
other opportunity of aſking abundance of 


queſtions which occurred. My head was too | 


much perplexed to take the neceſſary precautions 


prudence would ſuggeſt, in order to prevent 
betraying myſelf in ſuch a converſation. = 
Good-natured- Barbara, or rather my aunt, 


_ preſently brought me a porringer of : broth : I 


received it in an obliging manner, and behaved to 


her with great tenderneſs. + She went away, 


ſwearing I had pleaſed her better than if I had 
beſtowed an Agnus on her: This was ſaying a 


great deal, for her, being very fond of relics, 


though her devotion was well ordered, and no 


ways refembling the preciſe ſeverity of Made- 
moi ſelle  Brochan my croſs - grained waiting- 


e 5 : 
woman. EN 


J was no ſooner left ho, but I was buried 


again in reflections: Various projects were 


formed in my diſturbed imagination; ſometimes 


I was for diſcovering myſelf without ceremony 


to my aunt, and going back with her to 
the village; the next moment I was for re- 
tiring to a monaſtery, and concealing myſelf ſo 
well, as never to be heard of more; then again 


I reſolved to write to Madame de G, or 


to go to her and beg to be received as a ſervant: 


* 


In a word, twenty different ſchemes preſented 
themſelves, but I had not courage to fix upon 


any one of them. * 8 


4 2 
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My laſt reſolution, after a long ſtruggle, was 
to go to Paris, and ſhut myſelf up in ſome 
room where I. might learn to work, till I had 
recovered myſelf ſufficiently to determine what 
was to be done. This reſolution taken, I dried 
up my tears, and then began a letter to the 
Margueſs: I. juſtified myſelf in a handſome 
manner, and —— with aſſuring him, that 
ſince he had thought fit to ſuſpect my conduch 
he ſhould never ſee me more. 

In the ſame packet I incloſed another directed 
to Monſieur de St. Fal, where I returned him 
thanks for all his civilities,. and aſſured him, that 
whatever befel me, they ſhould always be freſh 
in my. memory; I told him, that it was with 
the greateſt regret I deprived myſelf of ſo 
generous and difinterefted a friend; and added, 
that I ſhould do him the juſtice to flatter my- 
ſelf, that notwithſtanding what the world might 
think fit to ſay of me, he would ſcorn to com 
demn me on bare appearances, as his kinſman 
had done. This offence provoked me ſo 
much, that it, was frequently mentioned in 
both my letters. 

I was going to ſeal them; deſign was to 
leave them, on my toilette, to pretend the next 
morning to take the air; to lock up my apart- 
ment and ſend the keys to generous St. Ful. 
that he might withdraw his effects; and after 
theſe proper meaſures, to take a place i in the 
coach for Paris : I was beginning, I ſay, to 
order theſe affairs, when my aunt came haſtily 
into the room, telling me. to dry up my tears; 
that he had 1 the occaſion of them from 

Madame 
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Madame de Geneval's ſervant ; that 1 had no- 
thingſto do but to be merry, for that the danger 1 
apprehended was all over. I afked Barbara, 
with great earneſtneſs, from whence ſhe had 
learnt all this? © Here, *? ſaid ſhe, pointing to 
St. Fal and the Marqueſs, -who that moment 
entered the room; ** here is a convincing proof 
« of whatd fay. God be-praifed, you are eaſy, 
cc and thatwiteh Brachan' heart will burſt with 
« ſpleen.” 

. gave no attention te what che Lad: The 
Marqueſs was at my feet; he had ſeized my 
hands, endeavoured to ſpeak; but was not able, 
nor was I to prevent his careſſes; my tears 
alone could force their way, no deſpiſeable | 
Yam uage on ſuch an ocaſion. 

Ful was ſtill ſilent; leaning on the back 

of my chair, from-whence 1 had not power to 
dite he ſeemed to wat the reſult of the firſt 
Emotion. I have brought you back' ſaid he 
met u tender and a faithful lover. Appear- 
ances impoſed on him but for a moment, and 
a bad no difficulty in convincing | him howde- 

* ſerving_ you are of his a ffections. Twenty 

times he has:bluſhed- to think he could ſuſpect 

your conduct; and we ſhould have been here 
4 four hours ago, had we not met with my 
uncle. I eaſily forefaw how much you muſt 
fſuffer frem your apprehenſions, and ſhould 
have ſent werd of our being prevented 
from waiting immediately on you, through 

fear of giving the old Mas queſs any room 

to ſuſpect us; but that we thought ſuch a 

/© commiliion of too great conſequenee to be 


entruſted with a ſtranger. 
© Recover 
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© Recover yourſelf then, Mademoiſelle; dry 
e up your tears, and enjoy, without diſturbance, 
© the pleaſure of ſeeing a lover again, who de · 
© ſerves you as well for his honourable intentions, 
as by the greatneſs of his paſſion.“ Saying 
this, St. Fal left us, promiſing me to return 
the next day. He went, as he ſaid, to meet 
his uncle, in order to give the Margueſs an op- 
portunity of diſcourſing with me. My heart 
was ſo full, and ſo much affected with the pre- 
ſence of a lover too dear to me, that I was 
ſcarce able to return a bow to this generous friend. 

At any other time I would not have been 
left alone with the Marqueſs ; but then I was 
in a different way of thinking : I felt a ſecret 
joy to find myſelf acquitted in his mind, and 
withed to hear it confirmed. My tears were 
no longer the effect of deſpair ; the trouble I 
was {in ſeemed a pleaſing kind of melancholy, 
and afforded a ſatisfaction. How delightful muſt 
that pleaſure be, which comes in the room of 
misfortunes that were expected | This period of 
my life is never reflected on but with the utmoſt 
content. 5 

The moment I am writing ſuch an intereſting 
paſſage of my Memoirs, this admired lover, this 
huſband in whom I am now happy, ſurpriſes 
me in my cloſet. He ſmiles at my perplexity 
in properly expreiting ſo momentous an epochs 
he ſays, he will affiſt my memory on this oc= 
caſion; he takes the pen, he writes, he will 
not be refuſed ; though he were not ſo dear to 
me as he really is, he muſt be obeyed. Thus, 
indulgent reader, or ſevere ctitic, you muit 
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«© my couſin in poſſeſſion of that treaſure I covet 
e and after which I have ſighed ſo long. Alas! 
__ © what did I not think ! How difficult is it to 
ebe impartial when in love! I own ſuch ſuſ- 
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ot wonder, if the ſtile in the following ſheets 
is not always alike ; the AZargueſs of L. V. is ſo 
complaiſant, as to afliſt me often in the execution 
of this work. I am ſenſible this digreſſion, as 
my frank confeſſion above, is not entirely ac- 


cording _to rule ; but, is there any to be ob- 


ſerved, when the heart ſpeaks? I ſhould chooſe to 
break through it, rather than loſe an opportunity 
of mentioning the moſt amiable of huſbands. 
But to return, _ 8 pe 


I was ſo tranſported, as I mentioned above, 


to ſee a lover again whom I gave over for loſt, 
that I never_ thought till now of making him 
riſe: 1 uſed my utmoſt endeavours to prevail on 
him to change ſo painful a poſture ; but, preſſing 


my hands, he anſwered, © No, charming Jenny, 
J will die at your feet, if you refuſe to pardon 


ze the cruel outrage I have committed. 1 ac- 
& knowledge myſelf the laſt of mankind ; 1 
thought you capable of perfidy; I imagined 


e picions are highly criminal, I repeatit : I 
sought to have known you, and that alone 
& {ſhould have prevented my indulging a jealouſy 
which appearances hurried to an extremity.“ 

_ What did not my heart feel, whilſt the Mar- 
gue/s made his apology ! How gracefnlly did he 
acquit himſelf! A heart of marble muſt have 
been moved at what he ſaid on that ſubject. 


| Happy are thoſe young women, whom inbred 


virtue and modeſty are their guard, or ſevere 
J Eee education 


er 
— 12 
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education. ſupplies the want. of ſuch happy dif- 
E Without one of theſe reſtraints, I 
now not (with confuſion ] ſpeak it) how far 
might bave indulged myſelf... The bluſhes 
ariſing from theſe too endearing reflections, were 
looked upon by the Margueſs as the marks of a 
reſentment ſtill ſubſiſting; 2 ſecond time he 
0 d if I forgave him. Ves, my Lord, 
wered I hiding my face, I do : At the 

© ſame time let me beſeech you to forget the 
_ © vexation, my liſtening to the Count your kinf- 
© man's advice has perhaps occaſioned : I am 
« ſenſible I ought to have been the firſt to engage 
him in a punQual compliance with your 
© father's . deſigns; but that very inclina- 
tion, that 'over-ruling deference, at the 
4 ſame time inſtilled a horror againſt a2 
convent, which neceſſarily implied an abſolute 
* ſeparation from you. It is that very paſſion, 
which you have inſpired, and has been but 
too much cheriſhed, that endangered my 
2 forfeiting your eſteem. by ſome indiſcre- 
tions. Na, adorable Jen, replied 
the Margueſs, ſeating himſelf by me, 77 are 
© no ways; to: blame: Ruin on your ſide, and 
deſpait on mine, muſt have been the inevitable 
; © conſequence of your falling into my father's 
hands: His, deſign was to ſhut you. up for 
life; his 3 1 were fo, well concerted, 
05 and bis: orders would have been ſo punctualiy 
0 obey ed, that I muſt. have Joſt, you for. ever. 
„All this J learat but the other day. , A; ſer- 
% vant. of my father's, in. whom he much 
cenfides, - my nere lay at Bl 
Vor. II. H let 


ws — 


Abet we ine the, ſeerer/ l. took poſt imme. 
<<: fiſediately upon it, and came but a few hours 
<© too late. Imagine the deſpair © which ſeized 
*« me, when coming to Madame d. G8 
Found you gone. She was moved at my con- 
4 dition; and it was from her I learned Sr. 

Hals commiſſion: She had the precaution to 
. engage my word of honour, or I would: 
4 riſqued my lite in extorting from him 5 

« place Where he had left you. | dillembledd 
*r him, ſet ſpies upon him; in fine, diſ- 
ec covered his haunts ; it was 1 that came laſt 
e night to enquire for you: To peak the truth, 

4 all theſe practices, the neglect, or rather con- 

40 

cc 

cc 


rempt ef my father's orders, the remaining 
at Verſailles, this lodging, all together turned 
14 * my head. Ah ! cried I to myſelf, J am be- 
4 < trayed ! $7. Fal tas taken adyantage of the 
| 4 authority put into his band; Jau was terrified 
c with it; my couſin is handlome, and Jenny, 
d perhaps, unfaithful. . This notion throwing 
"« me into deſpair, made me watch Sz. Fal all 
'« night, ' When be came to Yerſailles, J en- 
cc deavoured to ſift him, but not getting any 
e thing out of him (for you was not then ar- 
rived) I blamed my own ſuſpicions. Think- 
ing you were in ſome monaſtery, I began to 
| 00 reſolve upon coming to extremities, and break- 
«ing my word, in order to force St. Fal to 
ic diſcover where you! were ſecured : With this 
'<-defign I endeavoured- to find him out; but 
hearing he was gone the evening before, and 
25 not expecting to overtake him, I reſolved to 


„wait bis return, * then revenge the evils he 
- ' Sad 
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55 had bruught upon me! Heaven was mer- 
C eiful, and ordered matters atherwiſe ; guing 
kee «be: park; whither L went to 1 
y; thougbtfulneſfs, had a ſight of St. 
1 walkibg with great emotion; I followed 
* and, under 3 bare; by en means 
1 96] anno og. * 73016 
; PP T his: is part of the uncaſineſs,. lonely Jenny, 
you made me undergo 2 But judge of ard 
4 f deſpair, when coming up to an elderly' w 

Suma, who waits on you and to 3 
K d myſelf to let you know I was at the 
4 door, I larnt from her, that you ſaw no- 
te body 3: that the precesding evening a Nable- 
man had been refuſed, and that Se. Ful alone 
had zadmittance; I. would have told my 
N ee ee her to lot me in; ſhe re- 
e plied, that the: unt and you were alone, 
and dhe did not think proper to interrupt you. 
« All this was delivered in ſo'myfterious a man- 
ner; 28Hifturbed me very much. Ten Louis 
O proffered. and accepted, removed al 
rr obſtacles; the old woman charmed at the 
5, Gghti of the gold, was ſo far from continuing 
4 refraQary,- that of her own accord ſhe pra- 
poſed concealing me, provided 1 gave my 
# '.\ promiſe that I would-never diſcover her com- 
„nor what ne was going to impart 

1%, to me, The more ſhe affected, 
the more my ſuſpicions increaſed: Give me 
leave to paſs over in ſilence the 1 
1%; ſhe on guilty. of in your regard.“ Here I 
interrupted! ther: Marqueſs, and would know 
Nein 9 to ſay e, 

vis; 2 7 


— 


with wehom-ſhe! ee but: two. 8 
nteck nt: was with fome difficulty thè Mar- 
1% ſuatisfſiad melon: this head; h dedyycthat 
\B — hal given him rolanderitand;!; that 87, 
Fal comforted me ia any aſfli ion forythvilots of 
A chuſband, and upon tſiaær account I refuſed Aft 
other viſits. © Forgive me lonce more 'crith 
dete aryueſs, ng me moved atithis detàil; 
n Hkno very well, Eought not to dinve given 
hs leaſt . to:itʒ : but one would imagine 
everything conſpired :to involve me in He. 
«© befind- Sr. Fallat your feet, you²e 6x ofts 
are endearing he. Kiſfes you, han, y d 
-<not refent it. Could any mani as mud i 
. loùen as myſelf; calmly;hehald-tb 2 2 
A ſcene? Butbwhat do I ſay? Ought Ito be 
i ſutptiſed that — wear your 
chains ?. Or rather ought ꝗ nut o 858 48 
& many rivals, as there are meniwhs "behold 
% your Charms? œ J 1 PP 
This diſcourſe concluded With the: rendereſ 
marks of the moſt lively paſſom: the Marngue 
expreſſed himſelf; with 85 — arJour;-a$)veou 1 
not by any means admit oft the leaſte interrup- 
tion; however gained ſd much aver myſelf, as 
:o refer the ſequel uf a con yer ſation, which con- 
cerned me fo; nearly, to the next days teiliiſg | 
cim it vas paſt midnight, and that decency e 
quired he ſhould retire. Ever complaiſant ard 
atractahle, he obeyed, kiffing myt hand. I plainly 
perceived hy his untenance and addreſs that e 
wiſhed for ing more; IL thought I might 
allow bim a, kiss, a anꝗ tur nat. my cheek 40 im, 
dut wich ſo much * that -evealiy. per- 


Nr ceived 


N 4g : 


| eejvgd it it, as nd favour]. ever beſtowed on 
any man and for, which he was, entirely beholden 
to.the ſingeviny. of M pain. 
Tue emotian, oopefioned by. ſo many different 
entures,) oa 09-gret to ſuffer me to enjoy 
t regoſę, aaght naturally ariſe from the 
gude . Aargueſi. Hitherto 
en po Eee to that modiſh com- 
of es called vapours j but this 
night , T faBeiently | experienced the violence o 
POR and. it. was e. before Daun to 
eineni 267 3 N | 
Ponder Barhara came to SH Abc tw wo 
in the afternoon, alarmed at my profound ſleep.* 
She informed me that St. Ful had called in the 
morning. I could not but admire his diſeretion; 
my ſimple aunt frankly owning it was not hex 
fault that he did not come i into my bed- chamber; 
but he refuſed. it, left, as he aid, my reſt might 
bs diſturbed, - We have not many inſtances of ; 
duch mpderation ; the Margueſs has We auned 
he thould, got have behaved) ſo well. WM 
. took his gpgartunity of n very 
mildly 10, my aunt; chat decency required ſhe 
ſhould, acyer ſuffer any ↄne to come into my 
chamber when I was in bed: As ſhe meant no 
harm, this was ſufficient to make her promiſe to 
de more upon her.guard for the future. 8 | 
I was ſitting down'to dinner, when the ur- 
94. came in, more amiable than ever; his 
els wagoexcegdingly genteel, and the ati 
Faction | Ville, in his countenance gave him ſo 
charming. Air, a3 could, pot. but with difficulty 
be wWithuood. His +" 2 was lively and 
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affecting; I affured "him! es Steh as he deſired? 
of my reconciliation. | How dear and fleetin; 
0 the moments ſpent with thaſe“ we love 
The: clock ſtruek four, When we had fill 4 
thouſand wings today,” "and were ſo taken \ 
with each other} that if Barbar had not 


minded me of dinner, T'ſhould have ph paſſes” be 
whole day without eating. Fhe Mergreſe mad 
a thouſand apologies for having Uni Fea) 


given occaſion to Tis delay. I aſked hi H 
2: ſmile; Whether he would as des, w 
meal as was por AS, was tranſpo 
propoſal,” thirikipg*himſelf* much) li WW 
bara, ' whom I did aſl te cl Net. 1 
ordered to ferve up dinher immediately; we” 
down to table, and love, ag will eaff be * — 
ined, ſupplied the place of a mird per n. Afte 
= inner. We ntartaſi6d each other with the det 
of alt chat bad paſted finee our ſeparation : $0 
ventures, 'refleQions,' nothing Was omittell. not 
exen' Sr. Arness hiſtöry, which I related ic th 
Aargugſi, and the ſhare” 1 had in. every chin 
Which regarded that dear friend. My Jever 
aſſured me, that, in conſidetatidn ef our 7 
gre; he would employ all his intereſt for 
et ting alide her. vows, and ſeemed much con. 
cerned that I had not me the letters enttuſt 
to my cate, for that e would: SI Ne 
Dubois expreſs to the with the 
they were directed, and have Nt ſome n 8 
of Mole. J informed the Marqueſs into 
whoſe hands T had delivered them; and "thence 
ook: an ecalior of Bl him with Linda 
OUT 14.4 Mir 8 
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i adventures: he had already heard of them, 
and expreſſed himſelf very much in her favour. 
The converſation turned inſenſibly on St. Fal. 
If jealouſy were the ſtandard of love, I ought 
to have been very well ſatisfied with the vivacity 
* the Marquess paſfon; ; he aſked a thouſand 
queſtions concerning that of his couſin ; Lan- 
ſwered them very — J diſcovered that 
the detail gave him pain; but, at the ſame time, 
Lobſerved with pleafure, he did Sf. Fals juſtice; 
even fo far as to tell me, that St. Fal's honour 
was ſo much to be relied on, that though he 
knew him to be his rival, and was himſelf in- 
dinedꝰto be jealous, yet if my affairs required 
it, he ſhould not heſitate. a moment to leave me 
in his power. I anfwered with a ſmile, that 
my way of thinking was a ſufficient governels » 
to which he replied with the fame good- humour, 
he did not queſtion it, but that his chief de- 
pendence was on the regard, he flattered him- 
felf, I had for him. 1 remember I looked on 
him, at that inſtant, with ſo much tenderneſs, 
that he might eaſily diſcern the natural modeſty» 
of the ſex hid 1 him a * of NIN * a 
paſſed in my breaſt. 
be emotion I perscteed in his eyes 8 
me apprehenſive leſt my own had betrayed me, 
and he ſhould : reflect we were alone, I aſked 
him, in order to divert his thoughts another 
way, whether he could with as little difficulty 
give an account of his on behaviour, as I had 
doe of mine. W hat account can I give 
* you,” replied the Margucſi, but of a 
« great deal of impatience and vexation ? Se- 
* veral copies of letters wrote to my rr 
| H 4 . 4 enny, 
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« Jenm, but prudentially ſuppreſſed? ( Have: 


- © cafe“ replied I, looking vety 'earnefily at 
Hm, what you fay: I have been informed! of 
* 2 eertain fait lady at Pont-a-Mufſon who was 


© net altogether” indifferent to you; that you. 
found a good deal: of amufement in thoſe 
* parts ; and that another lady ———' Good: 
« God !?? cried the Margueſs interrupting me 
and fmiling; who could have told you all theſe 
% ſtories? I know none but Dubois capable 
« of making ſuch blunders ; he has been tiring 
% v, I' ſuppoſe,” with the adventures that 
«country furniſhed ;. and as they are frequent 


* encugh, he has brought me in by head and 


« ſhoulders, in order to diſcovet whether your 
regard for me would take the alarm.“ A 
very notable turn truly“ cried I laughing 
© this introduction to what you ſhall think fit to 
© relate, makes me — “ Alas lovely 
& Fenn,” replied the Margusſt very earneſtly; 
4 this is too ſerious a ſubject to jeſt with. Can 
you imagine, that chere you poſſeſs the 


heart of one w hoſe ſtriꝭi honour equals mine, 


<< there ean be any room for other objects?“ 
© ] am willing, my Lord, replied I; to credit 
© what you fay ; nevertheleſs I ſhall not diſpenſe 
© with your giving a detail of your ſtay in 
Lorraine. Þ was very preſſing on this ſubject. 
Whatever ſelf- love might dictate, I would, not 


rely on the power of my charms; or perhaps I 


ſought the pleaſure of having a farther con- 
firmation of a paſſion already ſo endearing :. Be 
it as it will, my lover ſeeing me obſtinately 
bent on hearing the relation, thought fit toſatisfy 
my curioſity in the following words? 
A $21 | * T4 : „ The 
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The detail of iny adventures,” charming 


; & will not be very long. A profound 
4 melancholy: ſeized me on my arrival in 


cc * Lorraine I eldom went out of my chamber 

except to church; Dubois ſeeing me pine away; 
0 « chought: proper to engage me to take the 
« air and ſee company; finding ine averſe to 
«© hat he propoſed, and obſerving me to grow © 
« worſe-and.worſe, he applied to a phyſician of ' 


« note in the town, where we were, and en- 


ce treated him to come to me. In oder to 
* prepare me for the reception, he aid, FE. 
« might, if I pleaſed, bur my ſelf alive j but 
4c that I could not refuſe viſits, and muſt expect 
them ; though according to the eſftabljlhed 
c cuſtom, I ought to have prevented eee 
« ſhowed me that civility. 

„ The apprehenſion I was rs left my 
& Valet de Chambre ſhould have made me gpilty 
<< of ill- breeding, by- inviting in my name any 
one to viſit me, (occaſioned my giving him a 
<< ſevere reprimand. , The gentry of thoſe parts 
& are people of worth, but very nice in point 
«of puncrilio, and | ſhould have been unwilling 
to have given any offence for ſeveral reaſons. 
« Dubois made me 'ealy, by aſſuring me, that 
| © he was no ways blameable as to this particular, 
having only deired a phyſician to call upon 
% me. At that inſtant the doctor ſent in his 
e name; he entered the room very genteelly; 
« but I little expected ſo much pleaſantry from 
* him: His name is Le Lorrain, proper enough 
„ to remind him of the place of his birth. 

2 ien of ruhe, 1 merry companion 


5 | $6 propoled | 


** 
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<--propoſed' a party of pleaſure ; be ſaid. F was 
e not fit to keep my chamber, but muſt take 
<< the air, to which the fine+ weather invited 
dme; that his firſt preſcription was, that PF 
* ſhould-go every day to a little box he had at a 
<<. {mall diſtanee, where I mighe poſſibly meet 
<. with good company; that good wine and 
<-fine women were admirable romedies in alt 
<© hypochondriac caſes. Every phraſe was ſea- 
< ſoned with a mile, and the tongue moiſten- 
ing his lips, ferved for eommas and points; in 
da word,” lovely Ferey, I never met with ſo 
S jocoſe a phyſician. I Was ſo taken with him, 
and his eafy behaviour was fo agreeable, that 
<C I made him to dine with me; all the while 
d we were. at table, he entertained me with 
, ſeveral diverting paſſages; in the evening we 
went to his country houſe, and found ſome 
good. company; I did not perceive the ladies 
were in the leaſt aukward, as they are gene- 
*, rally repreſented ; their dreſs was very 
< faſhionable, their accent, it is true, not ſo 
good as at Paris; nevertheleſs I muſt own, 
that in point of good · breeding and politeneſs, 
they are no ways inferior to the Pariſans. 
My phyſician dined with me the next day: 
He preſeribed for me with his uſuab facetiouſ- 
d neſs, and for the firſt time I was pxevailed 
E upon to have recourſe to · an apothecary S ſhop. 
Il ffound great benefit from what E tools, and 
never enjoyed à better ſtate of health It 
were to be wiſhed that all our doctors behaved: 
uin chis manner; beſides his great ſkill, 2 _ 
a 3 Hap 211 41 420 * £1 
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* the knack of putting his patients in good 
„ heart, which is at leait half a cure. 
* In the affairs of life, the firſt ſtep. is all; 
though melancholy, ariſing from your ab- 
« ſence, hung upon me, yet I had a reliſh for 
company; but, what chiefly.-drew me fre- 
« quently to one particular houſe, was, the near 
© reſemblance which the Comnte/ſs de Chare?'s 
_ «© eldeft daughter has of you, Jn every thing 
_ © except her temper-and height: methought 1 
„ ſaw you whenever I was in her company. 
4 This young lady's ſrfters are perſons of great 
« merit. Mademoiſelle de Charet, the youngeſt, 
eis made up of charms ; her brother as fine a 
“ gentleman as any I know; the mother of this 
_ «© amiable* family, to a great deca/ um, Joins 2 
« graceful behaviour beyond imagination: F 
« muſt. leave you to judge how well I was 
<< pleaſed with fo engaging a family: and i in- 
« deed | ſpent moſt of my time there with a 
6 a ſelect fer of acquaintance ;; among the reſt, 
I had the pleaſure of Cont de la Mefin's come 
© pany 3 Mademniſelle de Sale, his niece, made 
s one in that group of beauties, and was no 
s Lleſs diſtinguiſhed by her wit than her charms. 
© The moſt intimate of my acquaintance, 
c and who remain ſuch, are Meſfieurs de 
„ Gombervault, d Atel, and Deflundres > had 
& been very intimate with a certain gentleman 
* named St. Alu, a perſon of worth; but our 
&« friendſhip ſuffered from ſome l- grounded 
„ fuſpicions, and was finally broke ff by con- 
6 ftructions as wrong made as underiiood. 
| $© The juſtifying my character to you, is of too 
great concern not to demand a ſuceintt ac- 
H 6 count 
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e count of this rupture; perhaps you are not 
« of the ſame opinion with me in an affair of 
*© this nature, and conſequently may condemn 
my conduct. I always looked upon it as a 
< principle, that whoever breaks with his friend, 
<« infringes the eftabliſhed laws of ſociety. In 
< conſideration of the firſt engagements, every 
« thing ſhould be overlooked; but if thoſe ties 
< are te be laid aſide, as incompatible with 
v honour and reputation, a man ſhould leave the 
<« world to do him juſtice, without the leaſt at- 
„ tempt to do it himſelf; for whoever under- 
ce takes his own juſtification, after breaking with 
his friend, only endeavours to prejudice in 
* his favour all thoſe he makes judges of his 
& caſe: This he cannot effect without defaming 
< his friend, and conſequently commits a fault 
« againſt a juſt delicacy of ſentiments, his own 
te choice, and ſelf-intereft ; againſt proper ſen- 
« timents, by putting himſelf into the woefut 
« neceflity, of being an informer on one fide, 
< and his own panegyrift on the other; againft 
<« his choice, by tacitly acknowledging himſelf 
« miftaken in chooſing his friends; and finally 
e againſt ſelf-intereſt by ſetting up judges, who 
« may very poſſibly condemn his conduct. . 
From what I have advanced, lovely Jenny, 
« this may be gathered, that I blame any marr 
d who breaks with his friend, much more him 
ce that ſeeks to juſtify himſelf fon doing it, but 
4 moſt of all him who gives occaſion to the 
<« rupture. However, when. a man, without 
« being wanting to thoſe duties, to which 


< friendſhip obliges him, happens to loſe his | 


„ ſrien@ 


. 5 
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e friend through a capriciouſneſs not to be ex- 
„ cuſed, and the rupture, becoming public, 
© may tarniſh his honour, or that eſteem all 
<« polite people are fond of; then, he may be 
4 allowed to juſtify his conduct. ee al- 
«© ways the cautions before given, to prevent 
« his character being called in queſtion, and 
6 loling thoſe favourable prejudices which in- 
<< troduce us to the ſweets of civil ſociety, ot 
*© the ſecret ſprings that animate a reputation of 
© henevolence, to which we are allowed by 
© honourable methods to aſpire. | 
« This laſt was exactly my cafe, deareſt Jomy, 
© at Pont-a-Mufſon; I mentioned to you the 
© great friendſhip between Mon ſicur de St. Alte 
« and me; it was really ſuch This intimacy 
<« no longer ſubliſts, and he publickly complains. 
* of me: He perſiſts in it, he has gone farther, 
4 he endeavours to make me feel the effects of 
<« his reſentment; he has even employed the 
** moſt powerful means to complete my ruin: 
* he does not give over all hopes of ſucceeding. 
% have been ſilent a long time, I have waited 
6 with patience, he openly attacks me; that is, 
© he aims his blows by thoſe hands, I have the 
< greateſt reaſon to. reſpect. Now then, may 
„ not ]-be allowed to juſtify myſelf ? 1 ſhail 
« undertake to do it, ſtrictiy obſerving the rules 
c of decency and politeneſs I have juſt now 
c eſtabliſhed, and from which I hope never to 
« ({werve. 
& "This affair in d diferges s is 25 
© nice as it is difficult to relate: A formal ac- 


* N is laid againſt me; 1 am charged 
with 
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with a violation of friendſhip in the mo? 


«© atrocious manner; my innocence is my ſole 
& defence, and my honour my only evidence: 
Malice, ever predominant over charity, is on 
<< my adverfary's fide. Againſt ſuch an op- 
«© poſition, with what arms can I ſupport my 
« cauſe? Muſt I not naturally expect to fall 
under the weight? You alone, my charmer, 
can encourage me: If you pronounce ſen- 
< tence in favour of me and my ſentiments, 

« what may I not hope for from the goodneſs 
< of my cauſe, and the indutgerice of the 


wie?” + 
"The greater preparation the Marqueſs made 
for his adventure, the more impatient | was to 
hear the concluſion. He took ſo much pains to 
win me over, that I was twenty times upon the 
point of telling him, that if I was to be judge, 
all this would only contribute to determine me 
zagainfſt him; but the fear of retarding a relation, 
whoſe introduction ſeemed to be of ſuch im- 
portance, and wherein he appeared principally 
concerned, reſtrained me, and gave him an 
opportunity of purſuing his Giſcourle 1 in the fol- 
lowing words: 
At my arrival in Lorraine, I learned with a 
& great deal of pleaſure, that A de St. Alu 
% had taken up his reſidence there; I was over- 
« joyed, we had been bred up together, and , 
always very intimate. 
We ſoon renewed our mutual friendſhip 3 
and excepting our not being in the ſame 
& houſe, we were ſeldom apart, and might 


- dave born juſtly called the Is ny 


2 for- each other, our very 
« thoughts were communicated. 
& There was a houſe in the town ae E 
4% viſited with leſs ceremony than at other 
6“ places; the freedom I there enjoyed was ſo 
3 agreeable, that I generally eat, or at leaſt 
<<. ſpent part of the day there. St. Alu fre- 
6, quently; reproached me for it: he was not 
* upon-* very good) terms with the Provoſt's 
&. lady (the miſtreſs of the houſe): and at that 
6 time refuſed to do ee to the merits of | 
« her daughter. | 
„ She is an amiable. perſon, has > great deat 
of wit, and exceeding fine parts. She was 
married very young, and in a few months 
became a widow. She might have married 
<« again very ſoon, if ſhe bad pleaſed; ſome 
© accidents, foreign to my purpoſe, had in- 
<< terfered, Her bloom was in its full luſtre 
„when I was firſt acquainted with her, and a 
** {light knowledge of her ſufficed to ſecure 
„% one's eſteem and intereſt in her behalt. 
Ft. Au knew there was ſuch a perſon 
4 from the time he ſettled in the town, but had 
* made no acquaintancei win her. What! 
had advanced concerning the agreeableneſs of 
oy 4 her converſation, ſuspriſed him, and created ' 
4 a adeſire of being able to judge for himſelf, I 
IE. a him, be was received as an 
amiable perſon, and it was not long before he : 
% gained their eſteem. - 
© He had ſcarce frequented the houſe a month, l 
9 "ww Re 11 ee in ve with the 


FF , va 
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young widow ; his merit had its e, * 
4 and his courtſhip was not rejected. 
in fine, notwithſtanding ſome N tion 
© the match he: ſo earneſtly defired, was at laſt 
dc concluded, and he put in poſſeſfon of the 
4 happineſs be ſought. e 
| o $0 This" Velda was fo * from making any P 
« alteration in our friendſhip, that it was ra- 
«© ther inereaſed. St. Alu could not live with- 
« out me, as he often ſaid. We were con- 
< tinually together, and being willing on my 
© fide to ſhew a grateful ſenſe of ſuch an en- 
s dearing deference, I ſpent whole days with 
c the new married couple, ng. thought myſelf 


extremely happy. 


„ Nevertheleſs, perceiving. after bone 
<« months that my friend was inclined 
<& jealouſy, I managed my viſits with. 1 
<« and often abſented myſelf under various pre- 
cc tences. For ſome time St. Alu was ſatisfiec 
« with the plauſible renſons I alledged for not 
ic ſeeing him ſo frequently; but, too quick - ſignted 
ce not to ſuſpect the real cauſe, after ſome time 
<< he explained himſelf; and, without allow- 
sing me to make a reply to a very obliging 

s ſpeech, he forced me to promife J would ſee 
« him as often as formerly. _ 

I could not hold out againſſ his intreaties ; 5 
c they were ſo preſſing and accompanied wah 
te fuch frankneſs,. that I :imagined the laws of 
« friendſhip obliged me to deſiſt from my de- 
be "Gen. bo 5 n — 511 2 38 1:33 

en ſenall towns, aſſemblies. are much in 
« vogue, the leiſure which abounds there, 


makes 
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« makes time .paG heauſly to been nen, | 
u gsgming is of infinite ſervice, by, keeping up 
e correſpondencies,. which could not ſyhſiſt w I · 
« out that intereſting prompt.” be N 
« quenet was played leverꝝ nightict M., Si- 
4 ts, this amuſemem drew iche Whole tan 
«:thirher 3 and as the were well received, and 

much at their eaſe in his bouts. enen 
. pany, was never 1 12 ray 
* * before they partes 5 

One day St. Alu a | footman.. Ha tho 5 

8 „ mofnings: to deſire I-woutd. ſpoac that day 
with him, intimating be would nt be denied 
sit was: a; feſtival and very. bold weather. 1 
1 went immedistely to his houſe, where; ho 
« waited for me to go to church; accgrdingly 
« we went with bis lady. After dinner, we 
« fell to "Os and ot all EIS in — _ 


* what  immedinely wee r 28 
Feet $0 ha 


10 "a * As peop ple. potey= Mead alwaysg 
& St. Alu, who has a fine hand on the viol, took 
up the inſtrument, and entertained, the com- 
« pany with ſeveral pieces of muſic: They 
« heard him with great pleaſure;; l took this 
opportunity to leave the room, having been 
60 ſhut up the Whole day, in order to enjoy. the 
6e * freſh air, and a few moments reflection upon 

* you,. deareſt Jenny. When we have any 
60 thing at heart, ſolitude is agreeable, _ and 

as it preſented itſelf, L willingly embraced re 

b 2 9 


Fo IT - erp habe &s .. 4. whe on 


Te gt the rdom ih which'we* pla 


©2eafioned my 
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one was obliged to go through F ap 
*<i Fe; Mins: e ent I mentioned beſore the 


_ reoleneſs of the weather I bad not been lon 


in the court, before 1 way pierced with the 
. ' Tkiiew there was a good fire in 
u the oom where the company Wis expeRty 7; 
J went thither; the (dvr was open, and 
thinking T Was alone, I ſhut it aſter ne. 
. The candles were not lighted, which oc- 
erfor, having no other light 
than what d the fite afforded. It myſt be ob- 
<ferved;” that i this xodm there was a bed 


& with the curtains drawn about it ;*it was de- 


<: ſigned for a friend Rat was expected" that 
might. N Ty N 
an 9 Banding veep quietly width my back 
6 to the fire, thinking quite of another thing 


than an affair of gallantry ry, when Fheard ſome- 


«body groan. - Surpriſed ar this, I aſked who 


* was , A voice, Which J knew to be 


dame de St: Hld's, called me. Fam ex- 


© tiemely ill, ſaid- ſhe; 1 found myſelf chilly, 


e and the fre has Kruek che cold e W 
& Tam fainting away. 

ran haſtily to ber affiftance; (admire, 
* @ ear Ferry my, my unlucky ſtars J) the very in- 


_ &'ſtant'] ſtooped down to raiſe her off the 
e ground, the door was thrown open, and Sr. 
% A appeared. He ſtarted back at ſeeing us. 


ce Rae cried he, what is this? I am be- 


 Errayed! my wife is falſe, and you are a 


« villain and a treacherous friend. This re- 


. **-proach, which I had fo little reaſon to expect, 
| ** bereaved 


. 287 


A erbevel de Gf > piefance bõi mich. ſuflicient 
for y-own juſtifications My ehde, with 
c out doubt, confirmed , ſuſpicibnas; whett 
% Would hawe nmde hum! ſenſible of his). niiſ- 
rake; it Was tod-Ilate, his jealouſy-ibliodeff 
ehihim he would hear nothing he red ih K 
horrible männer, calling us by all- ches vile 
names is toe 58 toulds eſt. What wii to 
be done? Reaſen was loft on hin g lit was td 
rio Pafpöſd c eee 
pe we nent eee, e by ibis 
6:40 2. com in 8; and ier 
1 geſſts of! e 
He bu not ds appeaſe; « e 
Laed him and bc ren headlong! onphib vun. 1 
& ehought it bet ſor nie AN es 
© Aaiides,7 £to/ retire,” which Þdidihnmctinely; 
What I had foreſeet; thapperctlaccordingly; 
* it was dhe hour for ce affemiblyptoſinect;/iths 
tur euſe N andktile 
«'wiple affair éümeledt.! bob 5871 OUT 91 on 
8 2 They y aſked" ee wen Rf dons 
es the y heard I lhfug el ou 
te and ert 1 think m Kea family 51 
T6 put an end to st andigrown- 1 om 
vice; whb away MAI Güttzgebus, I opened 
gc the Yor aud cried vir; r if nothing” had 
hippened thr ofthe pe" ohms Up _ only 
28 beauty.” " 4; Was-io Of. Mu An 
4 a 
deere. e e pple, ae ch 
Zeeb company entered the tech it wan 
very lucky there were no lights, which would 


* have” di — a terrible ſeene. I 
2 


| .. 1 * tle bude fre light: If e 3 Wort 3 $116 5 2 


© oC.) Ali cried bitterly 5: the huſband. had 
«% tears in his eyes; n this was diſeern - 


23 t. Alu, 3 of ordering the 
FA eandles to be Sghted;ileft. the room hen 
© che returned, —— dw he bid mein 
Yi hank hrs = TR 

* * 


a to runi — 
* L went in — — me 


2 return, ſhewed me by: a glance of her ee 
55 how much ſhe Was eon. at N pre- 
1 ſence.: But unfortonatel), : a5 I ſaid, before: 
5%;;her-buſband's/threats were. eyenbeard and in 
Mibgarrjlon foe, where points of hogour are 
* ſo much regarded, L eould not think of giving 
54; the leaſt handle te peoples diſcourle, eſpecially 
8 affait herein T | was: nat allowed 1 
* guſtify, | — I remaided,' therefore, and 
4. bad. the eyes whole aflembly —_—_ mo: 
25 This es — l 1 * 
k to ſuchoa tpuhleſome ſeruiny, L 
th uppen 10 che compenys Aud fat down. wii 
| 21S editar ſiaying a ſuficiens time 19.dhew I x 
f. not intimidate by Seeds eber . left 
© the houſe. - Whih* | ftaid, the huſband,” much 
25 to de pitied, geve evident proofs gf the fas ke. 
&, he, Was under, ſometimes. calling for, bis 


e. bene his hath: ein 2 Aer 


8 — and 2 


Had n tu iii ei Ii 

_ 4:1 Thethext day extoedingh7ſarpeied to 
hear, that the Jadyh>prefiad by her huſbarid, 
© /who vpretended:to have ſeen ſtaange things, 

c nd in this terrible e villen 

4c Kihdhen eif The didinor/fraikly ownrallithat 


c had paſſadꝭ ꝑĩuinꝶꝭ his wordi to forget all that 
246 had \happezed;loif1 ſheiſhewed/ ſucham entire 


s ονfid en ᷑a Thadady, I fay-ithobght 


4 ſherhadidoneowonderg in owning; that 1 


cc wailld bave'taken off her for à parti · 
6% cular: uſe) the\r ſon, that: would bring 
ere good luck. U As i ooſten: amuſedi myſelf 
+ wee {operations;ratid performing 
N exicks;1 which, though: mithral in; themſclues, 
tuſürpriſe ſuotbis are hacqusinted with them, 
—___ 161thigamwbledatly;laibhold on the [pretext to 
- _ d uſe herſolf, un hats her huſtand, Who 

_ :$$zknew! me, + Would give credit to iti St. Uli 
-*[gqoks this 'pedaſiats td ikve cogviecingy pr roofs 
2& — 1 : ettis; 
$581 Mer chat mor approkch q2he 
ac famentsg andi 4 open. 19%  heridama- 
«© tion, that nothing more had paſſecd. Bhe 


„ complied ; and: hen dg rec to ld with her, 


os; bog rm ones promiſed: neyer to fee me more! 

his, dear» Jem eſbünbed the Mar- 
-queſss; 2 trotchioflethe/ adventure 1 
-.+! out the leaſk{diſguiſe.] Fat: from. blaming: 
Alus cohduct; and juſtifying)myſelf: by ridi- 
AY culing — pitied him — and 
- 24 days 


« beer ce tiring breg/ttir-verakon od ost L 


ahweatentY to 


" eps des hind knees n 
6a a Fee bang Lore mitihny 
2£fi ities cop: fotendfhip: Srner y remarked; in 
„ him. His behaviour in my has been 
very different, »rery «where railing lagainſt 
— it; - and: whatever 
me to change my;conduQ;? 
| bethefame; and ener 0 
146; Himn the laif-projedice, IL his in be life" 
266: häve led dur p my iſtaznat ed er ek 
17 Anse ag & Kb ſure 
ve Shaurs! bht, Iwabstkd er: . 
nu were always proſent tomy imagination.“ 
My loser reistöchsllisſhdventtre with ſo much 
zandowy hatt got lengebfuNpeſſted his fidelity. 
After e ee mn eee 
Air nabend inn fbrbeayibintit 
3 [t:16akn ad berg, iburthen it & 
cim dddin garb chat ) von, ο prevail 
empcſto live any cat lnb orcanyiroth 
cpevſoufmetpences ail was dme Ito a reſold 
«ttonz which owasþnotwithſtinding my lietle vel 
o, ,t oto stat heut iον as A place 
def facugtpagyiald wnpuitiahis; . that could dt 


8 dle world) had 


en iel 
nee Om! Saiten hf oi? 2? 
ce Hare ma without interruproh oh, 


par marker us $:bJioormreuadieor 
W bim wer 


een whidh 3 

lee inen hi did not. com- 
planiwithouroneaſor,, I. fait related the viſit In- 
ded mol bynthe Due, the rEmarks2/a GCrneval 
bhad, madendmriij 9 the 


"IJ before, 
(780 My 


* 


My lover ſecmed ſenſible that I was in the 


right, particularly as to the dangers I mentioned 
in ſo lively a manner. He replied) that he 
de would take till the next day to conſider on 
ce what] alledged, and that he did not deſpair of 
$:finding: ſome! expedient between the two ex- 
£.tremeszi whichi] ſhould approve of; | proteſt 
“ing, that he was: too nearly concerned: in 
ce every thing which regarded my reputation, 
« not to coneur with mein proper meaſures 
After ſome diſcourſe on this ſubject, he retired, 
aſſuring me that he would immediately think 
© of ſome method to make me eaſy, till he; had 
de the hapineſa of ſhewing, that he eſteemed 
<- nothiag in this world equal to: me.) „ 12d 
P Pheſe laſt marks of my lovat a tenderneſs af- 
forded me much comfort: My hopes began to 
taur, and notwithſtanding the many ob 
that might diſcourage me from expecting a huſ- 
band of the Margzeſs's quality, ſtill I flattered 
myſelf with the bewitehing chimera. Ever 
thing appears poſſible when eagerly. deſi 
After ſeveral re flectiona on this head, I be- 
thought myſelf of the letters had, wrote to the 
Margueſs and St. Ful. I had a, curioſity to-read 
them again, but they were not to be found. At 
firſt I Was uneaſy, and looked earneſtly for them, 
though in vainz Nobody had been in the hοο ñ— 
but the per ſons to whom they were directed; 1 
coneluded they had committed — and, 
»all-things-confidered, was well enough plcaſed.. 
Theſe letters, eſpecially that to the Jfargueſs, 
diſplayed my erſion to my. preſent ſituation, 
and a diſreliſh from all aſſiſtance from others: 1 


| Bhs A, 
$383 read, 


n b Found c Maſk 
fnhagined"this' might iirluce the Afryur 


vide for me without mycfeemmeg to aſk; it. A 
Uodfarid paſſing fancies made me tors depend 
— ba him lone, methought that would ſcreen me 
from'imy den fcrupuloſity-+ He had (promiſed 

to mirty- me, which I judged ſufficient for my 
joſtigratioh; this as h greut Nepifor me, ho 
tender eonſeienoe was oſten alarmed at trifles. 
zuν n,ν,ay I rgerived a letter; from the 
ana atquainting me, that he could not ſee 
ese two days} deing obliged to wait on his 
Father ie Parisi who had buſineſs of conſequence 
F hitXequired! diſpatchl. He added, he had ſome 
Affairs of his own, Which ⸗he would willingly end 
before he fawime ; de biked iti as ai favour that 
Tad hör be impatient, hoping that his return 


__ v6ulieffefiodn{hireablechange/in my affairs, 


d ring me Loud have;no' room to repent 
is confidenced had placed in him. 
221Þyefblvedied ſhut myſelf up during the ab- 
of. myndear lover, and ſee nobody but 
Au ne V, G encual / whom ber huſtband um- 
d gqulltechy uad made ſenſible of the. injuſtice! of 
Wer Vchividurs came id ſee me, and made 
Hen cue hos | what: bad paſſed; by 
Anprümg te Yi chamber-maid, Who was, 
due an very ſoul-mouthed, the cauſe of the 
rUniatherly —expreflions®' ſhe had employed. 
| mien Yoever4 might be provoked- againſt 
Jef, efEſreme® DR ind ſinoere, thut 1 
_ not dei pebarningwa bivil anſwer to what 
Maiden ts veeaO N- 88 — 

Sort of forgividg(teniper :; beides, I thought it 
at nopurpele:to-thunher for the little time 


Madame 


Pha3*6* Hay at her houſe, 


' 


. 


Tbe Fortunate Country Maid. 1 6g 


| Madame de Geneual went from one extreme 
to another; we were no ſooner reconciled, but 
ſhe invited herſelf to ſup with me, the better to 


ratify her pardon, as ſhe ſaid. I was not yet 


miſtreſs of that faculty which teaches us politdy - 
to get rid of troubleſome people, I durſt not re- 
fuſe her. The hufband coming in, was of the 
party; and as M. de St. Fal arrived the inſtant 
we were ſetting down to table, I obliged him to 


make one.  Monfieur.de Geneval entertained us,” 


as uſual, with a thouſand ſtories, gave us 
ſeveral adventures. that were not new, yet 
amuſing by the new turn he gave them. His 
wife propoſed to go the next day to the park 
with me, aſſuring me the King would be there, 
and that he intended to fiſh in the canal. "Ag 
little diſpoſed as I was, I could not reſiſt this 
party, for the following reaſon: one of 'Geneval's - 
friends, belonging to the Board of Works, had 
promiſed him a gondola for his wife, and I could 
not have had a finer occaſion of taking the air 
agreeably. V e 
The pleaſure I felt the next day in this party 
made me forget my cares, and I was not ſorry - 
Had conſented to it. St Fal was with us, and 
ſhewed us the Menagerie, Marly, and Meudon 2 


I admired theſe- palaces, which enoreaſed my 4 


eagerneſs to ſee that of Ver ſaillis the firſt op- 

portynitys. 1 r | 

After having run ever ſome other parts bf the 
park, waiting for the King, who came pretty 
late, we amuſed ourſelves with ſeeing him a fiſh» 
ing. Madame de Geneval remarked to me a 
very handſome man, who had his eyes con- 
11 | 8 tinually 
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tinually upon us, and wko, ſhe told me, was 
the very Dube, who the day of my arrival had 
deſired 1 ſee me. The fear I was under leſt he 
ſhould make an attempt to ſpeak: to me, obliged 
me to return home, "where we ſat Oy down 
to table. 

We loſt no time; he freſh: air had gen us 
ſo keen an appetite, that we all played our parts 

with a good grace. The diſcourſe turned upon 
the places we had ſeen, which occaſioned from 
time to time ſome curious anecdotes, which 
pleaſed me much. I found a ſatisfaction in every 

thing relating to the Court, without gueſſing the 
reaſon; my mind ſeemed to forebode, that the 
day would come when 1 ſhould have a place 
there. 

In che mean time, the night being advanced, 
Genel and his wife retired. The Count ſeemed: 
to have a great mind to talk to me; but he 
thought proper to take another opportunity, 
knowing my nicety of decorum.; and I muſt do 
him this piece of juſtice, never was lover more 
aſſiduous, or more careful not to offend. I wiſhed 
him a good night with all the chearfulneſs in the 
world, gh ek which he ſeemed. ſo: ſatisfied, that I 
dare ſay he flept well upon it. Lovers are very 

fooliſh; the leaft thing dejects, re a mere 
nothing raiſes them again. | 

The next day, deſtined for great events, I 
roſe extremely gay, with a certain unconcern 
which was not cuſtomary. How eaſily we be- 
come acquainted with a life of pleaſure !' Like a 
great many women, my looking-glaſs-did nota 

mock contribute to my. * humour, and in 
thoſe 
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thaſe days it flattered me very much. A mil-⸗ 


liner that had been ſent for, ſet me off in that 


taſte and air, that is to be caught no where but 
at Paris, or the Court. I had. a mind to be fine 


that day, and I do not know why, for I had no 


deſign to pleaſe. A pair of ſtays, brought home 
the night before, gave fo eaſy and ſo fine a turn 
to my ſhape, that I was quite charmed with it: 


My . clothes , put. on, . nothing was wanting is 
complete my dreſs. 


As ſoon as the ceremonies of my toilette were 


over, I paſſed into my great room; I own my 
weakneſe, 1 thought myſelf very well, and I 


faid in my own little conceit, it would be no 
misfortune to the Marqueſs to have a wife of 
my air: In ſhort, I found myſelf handſome, 
and I have ſeldom ſeen any that ſurpaſſed me. 
Let this vanity be forgiven me, it is the plain 
truth; I have ſtill ſome. fine remains. | 

Juſt as I had finiſhed. my dreſs, Monſeur and 
Madame de Geneual came to my apartment. 
Tze huſband extolled my charms highly. Com- 
pliments of form: As for the wife, ſhe blamed 
the make of. my gon, arraigned. my tire- 
woman, found fault with my ſhoes and ſtock- 
ings. True woman; but I forgave her, in 
conſideration of the propoſal ſne made of gaing 
to ſee the King at maſs; I accepted of it the 
more readily, becauſe I knew both the old 


* 


Marqueſs and his fon were at Bit, and 1 was 


in no iear of being diſcovered. 
Geneval having told us it was time to go, we 


went to the Caſlle; as it was but a ſtep, there 


was no occaſion for chairs. We paſſed by the 


I 2 Comptroller 
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Comptroller of the Hou ſhold's apartment, and ſo 
directly through the little galleries leading into 
the Caſtle : We met few people, to my no 
fmall diſappointment, A woman is always a 
woman, and provided ſhe is pretty, likes to be 
ſeen and admired; the laſt werd, 1 believe, is | 
the whole truth, 

1 expreſſed my ſurprize to M. Geneval + © Oh! | 
© we are not yet come to the Court, ſaid he 
to me ſmiling, * " theſe are but the paſſages that 
< lead toit.” In reality, as ſoon as we were got 
to the Prince's gallery, and began to enter into 
the apartments, I was in ſuch a conſternation, 
eſpecially when I came into the great gallery, 
that I forgot myſelf, ſtood ſtill * every ſtep; 
Freſh matter of admiration. - If it had not been 
for Mon ſicur de Geneval, who was my guide 
and prevented my diſtraction, I ſhould have run 
among the buſieſt of thoſe, with whom the 
apartments generally ſwarm. 

In the mean time, at every ſtep a exdivd of 
people ſtopped, and whiſpered to one another. 1 
began to recover a little from my enthuſiaſms, 

and to conſider thoſe who paſſed by. I could 
not refrain from bluſhing, ſo ſtared at as I was. 
Certainly, I think, there is no nation in the 
world where they examine the women ſo nicely. 
I was every minute ſtepping on one fide or 
another, fearing left they ſhould ſpeak to me, 
not to ſay any thing elſe; for they came ſo near 
it was excuſable in me to have that thought. 
Madame de Geneval, who perceived the con- 
fuſion I was in, as well as what occaſioned it, 


fell a * very * and but for her 
hhuſpand, 


— 
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Rathen who told her ſhe was not now at 
me, I believe ſhe would have entered upon a 
diſcourſe pleaſant enough, and ſufficiently over- 
heard, to draw after us the young fellows, of 
whom the gallery was full. But my turn ſoon 
came, and if I had been ſpiteful, might have 
juſtly diverted myſelf at her expence. 7 
As we were walking, which Madam: ts 
Geneval. did with an air of familiarity, and as if 
ſhe had been a perſon well known, the cloſet 
door opened on a ſudden; the King was going 
to maſs, every body followed, and in an inſtant 
the crowd diſappeared. Monſieur de Geneval told 
his wife, ſhe had done ill not to ſecure places, 
and that-it was very likely we ſhould not get 
into the chapel. His wife bantered him for his 
uneaſineſs, and told him, ſhe was ſure they 
Would open her the door as ſoon as ſhe appeared. 
The huſband ſhook his head at this idle piece of 
pride, he foreſaw part of what was to happen. 
Madame de Geneval being, as ſhe, ſaid, very 
well known at Court, and acquainted with its 
Ways, ſcratched at the chapel-door ; a centinel 
opened it a little way: You cannot come in, Ma- 
dam, ſaid he, there is no room. She named her 
name, and was inſiſting upon her prerogative z 
but the guard ſhut too the door without an- 
ſwering her, as if he thought her a perſon of no 
great conſequence. Tranſported with rage, ſhe 
told me, that this was ſome young recruit, Who 
did not know his duty, but that ſhe would 
teach it him. For my part, I] could not help. 
ſmiling ; ſhe perceived it, and her vanity making 
her believe it was occaſioned by the little notice 
5 | taken 
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taken of her, the returned to the charge, and 
ſeratched once again at the door. Why, Madam, 
it is te no purpoſe, cried the guns; T have alreaa 
told you, You cannot come in With theſe words 
he was going to ſhut the door, when I advanced. 
J will not ſay my countenance pleaſed him, I 
would not indulge my vanity ſo far; perhaps I 
reſembled ſome lady of quality, or that my dreſs 
impoſed: on hiin; be that as it will, opening the 
door to me, he Arete led out his hand, and — 
to GConeval, Pray, Madam mate room: U 
this F advanced again, and he let me in. he 
 wottian was obliged, in order to follow me, 

to ſay ſhe was of my company. It ſeemed as if 
that day was deſtined to mortify her; there was 
but one place left upon the forms, which was 
given me, Ame de Geneva! ſtanding all the 
while. I pitied her, and offered m e but 
ſhe refufed, telling me with a tale ſhe could 
not hide, that people ufe> no ceremony in the 
King" Ss preſence. 

F was too much taken u with the charming 
fight, to mind what the ſaid. If a perſon oo 
of the country is amazed the firſt time ſſie finds 
herſelf at Court, let any one imagine my aſto- 
niſhment; I, who at moſt had heard talk of it, 
without ever having had any grande to form 
ideas of that kind. 

Of all the brilliant objects that ſtruek my ſight, 
I fixed my eyes on nothing during part of the 
ſervice. but the Tribune, where the King diſtin- 
guiſhed himſelf as much by his devotion, as by 
an air of greatneſs inſ-parable from him. I 
Forgot OE that could confirm me in my pre- 


Juadlice, 


judice, by which I was ſo 4:20 attached to 
ay I plainly ſaw that the Monarch was alone, 
and that this. lonelineſs was the privilege of his 
rank, The crowd. of Lords behind him, had an 
effect which ſtruck me, I looked on it as a 


ſhade, which placed in the moſt advantageous _ 


light this amiable Prince, with whom I was fo 
much taken ever ſince the lucky moment waen 
chance had brought him in my ſight. _ 

After having for a long time conſidered this 
attracting point of view, | let my eyes wander 
through dhe galleries; this ſight ſhewed me the 
injuſtice of the remark, I had often heard made, 
concerning the little piety waich reigas amongſt 
thoſe of the great world; on the contrary, L 
was edified at the decency with which the 
courtiers aſſiſted at the myſteries; each perſon 
ſeemed recollected within himſelf; no diſcourſe, 
no trifling ; their outward behaviour inculcated 
modeſty and reſpec ; methought I was the only 
diſtracted perſon, and | blu ned to fee it. LT 
have ſince learned from experience, that what I 
then looked upon as ſolid picty, was but an 
imitation of the matter. It is all copy at Court; 
when the model is good, all around it bears his 
reſ mblance. 

Maſs being over, I was taken up with ſo 
many curious objects, that I ſhould have re- 
mained the laſt in the place, fo deeply was I en- 
gaged: but a hang which I felt, and which I 
thought was Had me de Geneval, reminding me 
to go, brought me to myleif; in this notion, I 
anſwere i her without turning about. My eyes 


Were fixed upon a lady, wuoſe countenance had 
| ES | pleaſes 
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taken of her, ſhe returned to the charge, and 
ſeratched once again at the door. Why, Madam, 
it is to no purpoſe, cried the guard, 7 have alread 
told you, you cannot come ine With theſe words 
he was going to ſhut the door, when l advanced. 
] will not ſay my countenance pleaſed him, I 
would not indulge my vanity fo far; perhaps I 
; reſembled ſome lady of quality, or that my dreſs 
impoſed on hit; be that as it will, opening the 
door to me, he ſtretched out his hand, and faid' 
to Ce νE,˖e Pray, Madam; male room Upon 
this I advanced again, aud he let me in. The- 
poor woman was obliged, in order to follow me, 
to ſay ſhe was of my company. It ſeemed as if 
that day was deſtined to mortify her; there was 
but one place leſt upon the forms, which was 
given me, Manne de Gencval ſtanding all the 
hile. I pitied her, and offered my place, but 
ſhe refuſed, telling me with a diſdain ſhe could 
not hide, that people uſed no ceremony in the 
King's prefence. JT Os OOY 
I was too much taken up with the charming 
fight, to. mind what ſhe ſaid. If a perſon out 
of the country is amazed the firſt time ſſie finds 
herſelf at Court, let any one imagine my aſto- 
niſhment; I, who at moſt had heard talk of it, 
without ever having had any grounds to form 
ideas of that kind. | "ES 2 
Of all the brilliant objects that ſtruek my ſight, 
I fixed my eyes on nothing during part of the 
ſervice. but the Tribune, where the King diſtin- 
guiſhed himſelf as much by his devotion, as by 
an air of greatneſs inſ-parable from him. I 
forgot nothing that could confirm me in my pre- 
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judice, by which I was ſo zealouſly attached to 
him : I plainly ſaw that the Monarch was alone, 
and that this. lonelineſs was the privilege of his 
rank. The crowd of Lords behind him, had an 
effect which ſtruck me, I looked on it as a 
ſhade, which placed in the moſt advantageous 
light this amiable Prince, with whom I was fo 
much taken ever fince the lucky moment waen 
chance had brought him in my ſight. _ 
After having for a long time conſidered this 
attracting point of view, | let my eyes wander 
through the galleries ; this ſight ſhewed me the 


injuſtice of the remark, . had often heard made, | 


concerning the little piety which reigas amongſt 

_ thoſe of the great world; on the contrary, L 
was edified at the decency with which the 
courtiers aſſiſted at the myſteries; each perſon 
ſeemed recollected within himſelf; no diſcourſe, 
no trifling ; their outward behaviour inculcated 
modeſty and reſpect ; methought I was the only 
diſtracted perſon, and | bluned to fee it. 1 
have ſince learned from experience, that what T 
then looked upon as ſolid piety, was but an 
imitation of the mailer. It is all copy at Court; 
when the model is good, all around it bears his 
reſ mblance. 

Maſs being over, I was taken up with ſo 
many curious objects, that I ſhould have re- 
mained the laſt in the place. ſo deeply was I ene 
gaged: but a han? which I felt, and which I 
thought was ad. me de Grneval, reminding me 
to go, brought me two myleif; in this notion, I 

anſwere.j her without turning about. My eyes 
were fixed upon a lady, witole countenance hal 


4 | pleaſed 
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pleaſed me to that degree, I could not take then | 
off, ſhe 'was tall, exquiſitely well ſhaped, large 
black eyes, a ſingularity in her face that firuck 
me. I was examining her perſon with an eager 
eye, when Madame de Geneval interrupted me 
in a tone of voice, which retained a great deal 
of her former humour: Pray, Madam, an- 
s ſwer the Marque At this name I turned 
ſuddenly about, thinking it to be my lover; for 
I knew nobody called by that name except bim- 
ſelf. But, how was I ftruck! Who would have 
expected ſuch an incident? I trembled ev 
Joint at the fight of the old Margueſs de L. 1 : 
father of him who poſſeſſed my whole thoughts; 
he did not go, as he had told the fon, it was 
only an artifice, the ſequel will ſhew why it was 
employed. But to return. 
Pardon me, Madam,” fays this old Noble- 
man, if I take the lucky opportunity that 
favours me with a ſight of you: Features like 
© yours are not eaſily forgot; give me leave to 
< expreſs my joy at having once more found 
« you. The circumſtances in which I left you 
« gave me great uneaſineſs; and, but for the 
© duty of my place, which called me away, I 
© ſheuld aſſuredly have ſaid till you had re- 
( covered your health; but if they executed my 
* orders, they muſt have told you, that I com- 
manded all imaginable care to be taken of 
5 you>——But what is the meaning of this, Ma- 
© dam?” continued the Nobleman, perceiving by 
my countenance that | was in pan. is ry 
*: preſence always to occation trouble and un- 
$ ealuueſs.? Is. it — that 1 ſhould be 10 un- 
Ra 4 fortunate? 


; 


ET b Fortunate cum a Maid. ' 77 5 


L fortunate | ? Have you any private ee 


ec The. lady can have none, Sir;“ ſaid Gen val, 
who could no longer hold her tongue. Any 
one would think it an honour to be taken no- 
EU rice of. by ſo polite a Nobleman,, as the Mar- 
* meſs is., 1 am very much obliged to you 
c Madam, ' replied he, looking earneſtly at her 
as if he endeavoured to call her to mind; 1 
J wiſh this lady was of the fame opinion.. A 
man ſomewhat in years, and who ſeemed to be 
a perſon of diſtinction, came luckily to ſpeak to 


the Marqueſs, which gave me time to recover; 


I bluſhed at my own ſimple behaviour, and this 
reflection ſtung me to that degree, that I be- 
lieve I ſhould have come off with flying colours, 
if the attack had been renewed; but undoubtedly 


the courtier, who interrupted ſo opportunely 


this perplexing converſation, was of a rank to 
put even perfons of quality under conſtraint as 
ſoon as he appeared. I was not miſtaken ; go- 
ing out of the chapel, Madame de Geneval told 


me, that the perſon in queſtion was in favour, 


and it was every body's bulineſs to keep well 
with him. 


Surpriſe frequently hides part of the danger, 


but reflection afterwards magnifies it. I had no 


ſooner left my lover's father, but my blood was 


Chilled at the thoughts of my narrow eſcape; a 


thouſand things came into my mind, and occa- 
ſioned ſuch a conſternation, that I neither heard 
or ſaw any thing. Inſtead of going down the 


ſtairs, as I ought to have done, my hurry of 


thought carried ine back to the apartments: La. 


| . Jgnorant of my deſign, followed % 5 


15 


* 


— 
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and perceiving that I made no anfwer to what 
ſhe ſaid, thought I reſented the haughty manner 
in which ſhe had ſpoke to me; ſhe judged proper 
to make ſome atonement, by abating of her 
proud diſpoſition. This ſame pride of hers 
proved advantageous to me, in as much as ex- 
perience let her ſee from time to time, that per- 
ſons of the firſt quality ſhewed me reſpect: She 
was perſuaded I muſt be much above the ordinary 
fort. Be that as it will, ſhe joined me, and ſtop- 
ping me with great politeneſs, aſked if I was angry 
with her, and if her company was difagreeable ; 
- *adding, that © ſhe had reaſon to believe fo, by 
* my hurrying fo faſt from her, which was 
© taken notice of, and looked as if ſhe was. 
c troubleſome.” Theſe words drew me from 
my reverie; I affured her I was quite of a dif- 
ferent opinion from what ſhe ſeemed to appre- 
hend; that ſhe did: not do me _ juſtice, having 
reaſons for quitting the Caſtle, and going home. 
She replied, ** I did not take the way, and was 
going quite wrong.” I begged her to lead, 
and, following her, was vaſtly ſurpriſed to find 
How far I had to go back before we reached the 
Courts, I was offered blue chairs, which always 
wait at the foot of the ſtairs, to carry me home. 
J was going to throw myſelf into the firſt, _ 
without farther thought than the dread of being 
followed, when [I heard a voice calling out, Run, 
and beg her to ſtay a moment. Madame de Geneval, 
who heard theſe words as well as |, inſtead of 
going into her chair, ſtopped mine, ſaying, 
« that the ſame Nobleman who had accoſted me 


in the chapel, was coming down the reat 
EF 05 
1 | 1 3 
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4c ſtairs, accompanied by one of his pages, and 
£6 that he aſked to ſpeak with me.” My fears 
redoubled; O Heavens! cried | to myſelf, in- 
fpire me what to do in this perilous occaſion. 
How comes it I always meet the father, and 
never the ſon? His preſence now would be very 
ſerviceable, to extricate me from this fatal per- 
plexity. Making this reflection the old Mar- 
gueſs joined me; I remained in the chair. my 
eonfuſion was fo great. that I thought I certainly 
appeared to him exceſſively ili-bred. * I muſt 
* not ſuffer you, Madam,” fajzs he, without 
taking notice of the confuſion I was in; to 
'* make uſe of this chair; here is mine, that 
_ © ſhall carry you home; you will be mere at 
© your caſe in it; and I muſt Leg leave to pay 
© you my reſ;efs after you have dined: I have 
© not forgot the regard you expreſſed for people 
of my age, in the converſation ] had with you 
© in the country, and I reflect on it with plea» 
© ſure.* Saying this, he preſented me his hand 
to lead me to his chair. It ſeemed as if this 
Lord had an aſcendant over me, wich could 
not be reſiſted: However, I anſwered his com- 
liment, that I was ſenſible of his Civilities, 
© and ſhould be very much honoured by his 
« viſit.“ | 1 „ | 
The chair went off at theſe words. As 1 
turned towards the grate, I itpied the old Mar- 
greſs talking with Madame de Geneval, which 
gave me not a little diſquiet, as I knew the 
woman was very talkative. I tmagined, as I 
went through the Courts, every one ſtopped to 
examine me; I concluded it was on account of. 
: | 10 + ._ the 


| 
| 
| 
[ 
| 
| 
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the chair I was in, as the arms were known: 
And to ſpeak the- truth, notwithſtanding the 


many cares with which I was oppreſſed, ſclf-love 
was ſoothed with its chimeras, and I was not 
forry to ſee myſelf in ſo pompous and brilliant an 


 Equinage, - 


My cook-maid Barbara, it is the laſt time of 
calling her by this name, delivered me a letter 
as I came in, which I opened in great haſte, 
becauſe I knew the hand. Notwithſtanding the 
late vexatious incident, my affection was not 
diminiſhed for the perſon from whom it came 3 
it was from Sz. - Agnes, that unfortunate and 
tender friend, whoſe ſtory is related before. She 
wrote as follows.: E tf | 


Lt T. TER 
T Newer donbied: my dear Jenny, of your affec- 


tion, or generous ſentiments; lovely Lindamine 
ave ne proofs thereof the very firſt day ſbe arrived, 
55 informing me with what zeal 10u had engaged her 


9 ſerve me, and the leps that had been alread; taken 
- for making me eaſy. I durft not. flatter myſelf with 
any good ſucceſs from them; I thought all the world 


Bad forgot me What tranſports did 1 not feel, 


um the convincing proofs that my ſriend and my | 


lover we'e true! Yes, dear Jenny, your endeavours 

and friendſhip. triumph. I have received an anſwer 

from conſtant Melicourt, he will be here ſhortly, to 

convince me his paſſion is unalterable. I ſhould have 

zrote to you before. had I known your addreſs ; but 
g 1 Yo . *. ...» Av: 


— 
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me ſnatch, the opportunity given me of acquainting 
you with the ſati faction I enjoy. I know you ſhare 


m troubles and plea ure; I will not fail to give you 


a full account, as ſoon as Melicourt arrives; as far 
as he is his own maſter, he will not fail, on what 
J. ſhall ſay to him, to go and inform you what I have 
to fear or hope. Imagine, dear friend, what 1 
ſuffer whilft my fate is in ſuſpence : Alas! I blush 
fo own it to to; but if I am ſo unhappy as to be 
2 to finiſh my days in a cloiſter, they will ſoon 
e at an end. Adieu, dear 2 Horten by your 
endearing letters the tedious hours, ſpent in care and 
impatience ; you know but too well from experience, 
how horrible uncertainty is, not to alleviate the 
weight of its tormentss Lindamine, who is now 
made acquainted with your h tory, and who loves 
you ſincerely, defires the ſame favour : She has a 
great deal of good ſenſe and wit; every body here 
toes her, and reſpects her virtue; convincing proofs 
thereof appeared in reſiſting the violence of ber 
lovers paſſion, of which he gave public marks As 
dear as Belizai was to her, ch would never ſee. 
him. You know her hiſtory, she has toll it me; 
but you do not know, that this rash lover found out 
Lindamine*s re reat, and that a moment after be 
was got ino the monaſtery, he appeared and com- 
mitted member leſs extravagancies, in order to oblige 
his mi/ireſs to come out. CY I” CN Ion 
The rashneſs of his paſſion pleaded his excuſe, . 
and he at hift thought fit to retire. The charming 
Pilgrim could not help being moved at it, but. by. 
ber admirable wcation she has ſurmounted this na- 
tral weakn:ſs. How, happy she is 1 Why cammt 
# follow her .cxample Once mare adieu, dear 
1 e '\ 4208 3: Friends 
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friend. I ebe to heir from yu, with an im. 
tence great as my affechion; that ts Jaging 4 


great deal, for it 4s 1 ever} thing that 4 can 


274. 
u. SAINT Acxzs, 


I had ge read the letter, 1 en ER 
came in: © You never told me, Madam, faid 
ſhe looking very cunniag. that you knew the 
a * Marqueſs de ZL. V. Iwill make no ſecret to 

© you, that he was an admirer of mine before 1 
© was engaged; though advanced in years, he 
© was ſtill dangerous; and my mother kept me 
© from him with as much caution as if he had 
been a young man. He has been juſt now 

© putting me in mind of this, and he ſeemed to 
© recolle& thefe trifles with ſome pleafure 
© but for all that, I was not ſo blind as nat to diſ- 
© cern his aſking me .leavE to renew his 20. 
© quaintance, is only a pretence to gain yours.” 
% You banter ſure, Madam,” replied I in great 
i confuſion; © I do not xno v the perſon you 

ce fpeak of.” Not know him !? cried Mae 
dame de Geneval, fixing her eyes on me, what 
© means this myſtery ? Did not he once meet you 
as he paſſed througha village?“ © That is true. 
continued I, perceiving, eaſily . her diſcourſe. 
that he had told her this particul ar <« but he 
& might have acquainted you, continued I, 
© that | had the honour. to ſee him but for a- 
% moment. Ave,” faid the, I know you 
* fainted, and he went Fs without knowing” 
© who vou was, in ſpite of all his enquiries 5-- 
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© fied, is what has occaſioned the diſcourſe we 
© had together; as | could anſ-ver his queſtions 
© but very imperfectly, I contented myſelf by 
© aſſuring him, that as ſoon as he ſhould ſignify 
his deſires to you on that ſubject, he would be 
« fully ſatisfied. 
Dinner, which was then ſerving * inter- 
1 a converſation that was very troubleſome 
to me. Geneval, who had company to dine 
with her, would engage me to afhſt in doing 
the. honours of the table ; but I excufed my- 
ſelf, under pretence of a pain in my ſtomach, 
which was true enough. I was fo overwhelmed 
with the rencontre I had had, and it cauſed ſuch 
_ diſagr-eable reflections, and thoſe of ſuch con- 
ſequence, that | was more than an hour dream- 
ing over mu meat before I could eat a mouth- 
ful. My good aunt, who ſtood behind my chair, 
and who preſſed me ever ſince I fat down to em- 
ploy the time as I ought, aſtoniſhed to ſee me ſa. 
diltreſſed, aſked me with all the reſpeQs ſhe was 
capable of, if I could live without eating ? Fa, 
get rid of her importunity, and in order to be 
left alone, I complied, and forced myſelf to eat; 
after which | retired to my cloſet, where callin 
to mind the fatal meeting with the old Marqueſs, 
and all the conſequences. that might enſue, I 
gave myſelf. up to forrow and tears; but ſtrug- 
gling with myſelf, and expecting the Aargueſs, 
would ſoon be with me, and that if he ſurpriſed, 
me in this condition, he would have room for. 
many reflections 3 z fearing, on the other. hand, 
that his ſon wos not yet gone, and leſt he ſhould, 


come upon us n his facher was with, me, 
| | 5 1 
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which would diſcover / all, 1 judged. it i prudent 
to prevent all theſe incidents for this purpoſe, 
I thought myſelt obliged to write to my lover, 
and appriſe him of all that had happened to me, 
beſeeching him in the name of all that was 
dear, to take me away, and not expoſe me 
to the danger of loſing him perhaps for ever. 
As ſoon as my letter was finiſhed, I felf into a 
new perplexity, how to get it delivered. Who 
could I truſt? I had no choice but my ſimple 
aunt ; I could depend on her fidelity ; but the 
was of that ſore of character which diſcovers 
itſelf at once; ſhe had wit in her way, but her 
ingenuity was what I feared. Theſe fort of t 
people, by endeavouring to fav nothing, ſay all. 
She might be queſtioned, and loved to prate: 
To recommend ſecrecy to her, was giving her. 
an inclination to ſpeak. After having weighed 
and examined this deſign, I thought I could 125 
do better than be my own meſſen er. 
This being determined, I ordered a chair; by. 
this means I avoided a great deal of perplexity. 
F was ignorant where my Tover lived; but he 
was univerfally known, and 1 did not queſtion but 
my chairmen would find his lodging: I intend- 
ed to make one of them deliver my letter, and to 
keep clofe all the while in my chair. Another 
reaſon engaged me to go from home, | was 
willing to avoid the Margueſts viſit, and gain 
time, till L had given notice to bis fon, who 
perhaps, ſenſible of my danger, might find 
means to ſecure me from what 4 feared with fo. 
much reaſon. 


Jam perſuaded there is nobody uit enters at 


once into all theſe things, and imagines that 
during | 
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during. this quarter of an hour I was not very 
happy. Let us go on. 

The chairmen knew,, as I imagined, where 
the Margueſs lived; as ſoon as I came to the 
door, I made them flop, and ordered him who 
ſeemed the moſt intelligent of the two, to alk 
if he was at home. I was ig ſuch an agitation, 
that I forgot the moſt important precaution ;: 
The man appeared again very ſoon, and told me, 
that the perſon I aſked for was at table, that 
they were gone to acquaint him, that I ſhould 
have anſwer in a moment. I had no intention 
to ſpeak with him in ſo ſuſpected a place, where 
we could be ſo overlooked ; a number of foot- 
men were paſling backwards and forwards, 
and might draw conjectures from this viſit, I 
thought it was ſufficient to ſend in my letter, and 
I was going to give it to the porter, with orders 
to deliver it iato the hands of my lover, when 
Dubois the Valet de Chambre 1 mentioned in an- 
Other place, appeared. My dreſs was u:(doubt- 
edly the reaſon he did not know me again; he 
drew near, and told me that- s Margueſs, hear- 
ing a lady afked to ſpeax with um, Jeired me 
to go into his cloſet, aud tnat he would im- 
mediately wait on me. [ cannot,” replied. I, 
Charmed with being fo hapdv to meet this Mas, 
« but, dear Dubois, aid 1, „give him this 
<« letter, and tell him en 
Jenny ] (aid he, knowing me again, what 
is your deſign? to what do you expole your- 
lelt? Have you a mind to be ruined? My 
ma'ter is at Paris, and if it be him you want, 
as I doubt not but it id, they have made A 

* Miitake 3 3 
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© miſtake ; his father is here, all is diſcovered if 
you appear.” Heavens !” cried I, what 
% do you tell me? Surely, 1 never deſigned my 
letter for him © Fly then,“ ſaid Dubois, 
* our old maſter will be here preſently, he is too 
© much an humble fervant of the ladies to make 
© them wait. They told him you was hand- 
* ſome, and I tremble leſt he comes before your 
© chairman, who is miſſing, be found.“ 
Let people judge of the con ernation into 
which theſe words threw me. I bid the chair- 
man, that remained with me, to open the door, 
chooſing rather to return an foot, than. riſk ſuch 
an interview: But the obſtinacy of this. fellow 
in ſearching, after his partner, was the cauſe 
why I had it not in my power to retire when he 
was come. : 
A page, who had been eying me from the ore 
parlour, and ſeen. me ſpeak to Dubois, and who. 
faw the letter I had juſt delivered, regaled his 
maſter with the diſcoveries he had made; The 
company was then bantering him upon his good 
fortune; the. ſtupidity of the man that carried 
my meſſage, who thought he had done finely 
in adding tnat | came to ſolicit his intereſt, oc- 
caſioned their raill.rv. 3 this wicked page, I ſay, 
(I hope he will forgive me the <pupet) cane 
fly, and informed the old Margue/s, that, tired 
_ with waiting | was juſt going away, and but 
for one of the chairmen that was miſſing, | had 
been gone betore. One of the Lords at table 
- with him cried out, Ah! this is too cruel :”? 
After which he ran out, and was followed by 
ſeven or eight other young perſons, wiv _ 
| ju 
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Juſt as they were taking me away. One of 
them, whom I knew to be the Duke of N 
him that Geneval made me take notice of at the 
eanal, bid them ſet” me down, and coming to 
my chair; told me, I was going to have an 
© audience with the Margueſs, and that in his 
© name he aſked a thouſand pardons for making 
me wait,” Pierced to the heart at this acci- 
dent, I made ſigns. to go on without returning 
any anſwer, but in van; the reſpe& the men 
had for the Noblemen thatſurrounded me, made 
_ ſet down. the chair and open the door, 
ung Nobleman who ſpoke to me, pre- 
bis Fand; but he no ſooner ſaw my A 
— turning to the reſt, The Marqueſs is no 
unlucky man,” cried he, “ this pretty lady 
& js the fame we all admired at her window on 
& our return from hunting. At this they all 
drew near and examined me with a murmur 
that flattered” my charms, but redoubled my ung 
eaſineſs, Fo encreaſe my confufion, up comes 
the old Margueſs, wio kiiowing me again, rey 
fired two ſteps with an air of joy; Ah ! is it 
© you, Madam?” cried he, * Good God! Wh 
© have you done me the honour to prevent me : 
© ] am. very angry at myſelf, not to have 
© ha%ened'a viſit 1 was bound to make.” As he 
ſpoke theſe words, be took me out of my chair 
ver\ politely, and I followed him. with a troubig 
that may be well imagined. 

I was acco up nied by all thoſe that were with 
the Margueſs ; und 1 heard one among them ay 
to the Nobleman that ſpoke to me firtt, This 
* ts the perlon 1 will eogage, of whom vad 

© talked 


| 
| 
| 
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© talked- ſo much, and at whoſe houſe you were 
© refuſed ET WEE You had reaſon to ex- 


'©'tol her beauty.“ This diſcourſe: confirmed 
© mein what Geneval had ſaid the night before, 
and taught me at the ſame time how much one 


may depend on the diſcretion of young people. 
Croſſing the anti- chamber, 1 ſpied Dubois, 


who placed himſelf in my way, and dexterouſly 


ng his finger on his mouth, as much as to ſay, 
e cautious, and confeſs nothing. I underſtood 


extremely well what he meant by this, and me- 
thought it inſpired me with prudence... As 
ſoon as I was ſet down, addreſſing myſelf to the 


old Marqueſs, and affecting an. air of the 
greateſt ſincerity: If 1 had known ſooner, 
<< my Lord,” ſaid I, who you were, I ſhould 
t not have omitted coming to thank you for 
<< the regard you ſhewed me when we met by 
<< chance in the village. Madame de Geneual 
ce informed me this morning of theſe particulars, 
< and that you had carried your goodneſs ſo far, 
e as to have deſigned ſending a phyſician to my 
C aſſiſtance. lt is true, Madam,* replied 


K 


the Margueſs ; but can one do too much for 


© one ſo accompliſhed ? I make you judges, 


© Gentlemen,” laid he, ſpeaking to the com- 


pany ; © can one r:gret any pains ſo well em» 
© ploved?? The Noblemen all ſaid the politeſt 
things imaginable om this occaſion, and I thought 
1 did not return them very ill. The Duke of 
— aſked me very earneſt]y, if he might be fo 
happy as to be ſerviceable to me at Court? 1 
framed my anſwer upon the fFory invented by St. 
Fal, and laid, FX did not waut advocates in the 
affair 
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te affair which SA me thither; Pet my de- 
56: ceaſed huſband had done good ſervice, and 
<<: ſpent his fortune in it; that J aſked i in con- 
66. Ode ration of all this, a penſion to maintain 
© me ina convent, where [ was reſolved to 
end my days.” At the word convent, the old 
Marqueſs and the whole company exclaimed ; 
they ſaid one and all, that they ſincerely offered 
me their intereſt for the ſucceſs of my ſuit-; 

but, on condition the laſt article ſhould not be 
mentioned in my petition but for form ſake ; 
adding all that young people could ſay. on ſuch 
an occaſion to a woman that is not frightful. I 
came off pretty well in this converſation, and 
was lucky enough not to be examined about the 
regiment in which m ny pretended huſband had 
ſerved ; this would have gravelled me, had it 
happened, as it might naturally enough. St. Fal 
had not inſtructed me on that head; it was very 
excuſable in him, and we had neither of us 
much reaſon to foreſee our ever being in ſuch 
perplexing circumſtances. 

1 was got up to take leave of the old Margueſe | 
who had eyed me during the whole time of my 
viſit, when he came to me, and deſired me to 
tay a moment longer : May I, Madam, pro- 

et a little diverſion to you? ſaid he: © There 
cis a play to night. you have not perhaps ſeen; | 
Cc a piece much in. vogue,. called Iphigemia s ** 
] am ſure it will amuſe you; the character is 
© tender and well wrought: It pleaſes all the 
c world, and I make no doubt but it, will have 
© the'ſame effect with you.* th og 221 1 
a YT? my being in the ſtate 1 
| n * wWidowhood; | 
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widowhood ; but people in the great world are 
very apt to ſuſpect excuſes of that ſort. * Oh! 
cas to that, Madam,” ſays the young Duke, 
that pretence won't paſs; beſides, the time 
© allotted for mourning is out: It is preſumed 
© you are not known; and even ſuppoſe, you 
© were, we live in a. Court, it is not amiſs. to 
© appear there, and let it be known how deſerv- 
© ing you. are.” That is a very proper reaſon,” 
added a young perſon who had not yet ſpoke; 
«-and I take. upon me to acquaint the world, 
«that a widow ſo diſtinguiſhed ought not to be 
& reftifed:_'I declare myſelf from this moment 
« the” ſolicitor of her penſion.” © Yau ſee, 
Madam, ſaid the argues ſmiling, © this al- 
© Jows of no reply. Ido not in the leaſt doubt 
© but the Duke, knowing him as I do, will 
© keep his-promiſe, Do not heſitate to.charge 
© him with your affair, he is exceedingly, lucky 
© in every thing he uidertakes.” 
The Dale of ,, flattered by this diſcourſe, 
in order ta give me a Compleat opinion of his 
intereſt, loudly” proteſted, that if in three 
days my, penfion was-not granted, if I would 
cen he directed by him, he would. ſubmit to any 
thing that ſhould be impoſed..on him, and 
never more appear in my fight; a puniſh- 
dc ment, in bis opinioh, beyond; all torments.” 
The ſerxious manner in which this was ſpoke, 
ade wte uhole conipany Hugh. , For my part, 
fearing” left” a longer ſeene might clear up who 
it was, I roſe ſecond time to go, repreſenting 
| for a pretence, that it would be indecent for me 
| to appear alone at the theatre, or conducted 
| ot be | thither 


# 
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thither by a man. I foreſaw this objetion,” 
replied the old Marqueſs, replacing me with 
great reſpect in my chair; © you ſaw me give 
© orders; I have ſent for the lady you live with; 
I have ſent my chair for her, and I doubt not 
© but ſhe will be here preſently : I know her, 
and am ſure ſhe will be overjoyed at the ho- 
© nour of accompanying you. But ia caſe ihe 
© fails us, III give you an agreeable companion; 
Land thus, Madam, continued the {argueſs, 
© all difficulties are removed, and every thing. 
© conſpires towards your ſeeing [ph:genia.' | 

What could one anſwer to ſuch preſſing and 

lite ſolicitations? Courtiers are not eaſily re- 
fuſed, . particularly h/ women. I recommended 
myſelt to God, and his divine protection: I had 
no other party to take; it is generally our laſt 
reſource, though it ought to be the firſt, as the 
moſt ſolid and affured. 1 

This being reſolved, cried the Marque ſs, 
© the queſtion is, who muſt introduce theſe 
_ © ladies to the play; for my part, continued 
he, beſides that I am too old, and ſhould acquit 
© myſelf very ill of the employment, my being 
© in waiting prevents me.“ All that were pre- 
ſent offered themſelves; but the Date of — 
was the privileged man, on account of his quality 
without doubt. The Margueſs added, that he 
© would provide us with places, and would fend 
© to the Exempt on guard.“ He laid with a 
ſmile, * that he would employ Dubois as a 
© worthy agent of his ſon's, and very intelligent 
in the ſervice of the ladies.“ Had the Mar- 
guefs turned his eyes towards me at that * 
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be would hs diſcovered I was affected wich 
what he ſaid; but happily he did not then ex- 
amine me. As for the Noblemen that ſur- 
rounded me, they doubtleſs attributed ta my 
baſhfulneſs the diſorder that appeared in my face; 
their flattery was ſufficient to make it probable, 
and the little confuſion of which they imagined 
themſelves the authors, did not make againſt 
me. I have fince learned that a new beauty 
was not thought odious in thoſe parts. But 
enough of that, A woman may be pardoned 
for knowing a great many things, but ſhe is not 
allowed to expatiate upon them. Diſguiſe is ſo 
much the faſhion, people are ſcandalized the 
minute we lay it aſide. 

Dubois, who had been called, appeared with 
an air that betrayed his ſurprize, apprehending a 
ſevere reprimand, but he recovered at the orders 
he received; he hearkened to the Margueſt with 
a ſhare of aſtoniſhment, and made him repeat 
the meſſage twice over, he was ſo frightened. 
| Notwithſtanding the agitation I was in, I could 
not help ſmiling to myſelf at his perplexity. The 
arrival of Madame de Geneval, in whoſe looks 
J could read a ſecret joy, helped to keep me in 
countenance ; for although I was flattered with 
Being made for the world, I was not in my 
proper element, the comfort I had for my want 
of experience was, that my friend ſeemed more 
at a loſs than I; for a woman that piqued herſelf 
on knowing the Court, I did not find her be- 
haviour ſuitable to the company ſhe was in. 
That volubility of ſpeech, I had obſerved in her, 
made me think at firſt that the alone would Wo. 5 

: mate 
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match for the whole company; but I have found 
from experience, that many of thoſe who appear 
to have the moſt wit among people of their own 
ſphere, are the moſt puzzled when among their 
betters. Madame de Geneval continually loſt 
the thread of her diſcourſe : She Lordshiped every 
one who did her the honour to addreſs them- 
ſelves to her; like a tennis-ball on a racket, in 
the eaſy-chair placed for her, ſhe was no ſooner 
fat down in it, but at each word ſpoke to her ſhe 
bounded up, and a courteſy enſued. | I could 
not forbear ſmiling ſeveral times at this exceſſive 
good breeding; but I thought I ſhould have 
laughed out when one of the company expreſſed 
ſome gallantry on the ſubjeRt of her beauty; 
this flattery ſoftened her looks into a ſtudied 
| ſmile of ſweetneſs, deligned to convince how 
very ſenſible ſhe was of the favour; and her 
body, as if it had been upon ſprings at the ſame 
inſtant, by a motion that kept time with her 
head and ſhoulders, put her neck on the rack to 
hold itſelf higher. $6 a CES 
This is a ſmall ſketch of what ſelf-love can 
do, and at the ſame time a ſample of our charity. 
We women {hew each other no mercv, and to 
conclude ths article with a proof of my ſincerity; 
I muſt own, . nothing in theſe Memoirs has given 
me ſo much pleaſure as this little piece of ſatire. 
Where is the harm in confeſſing the truth? J 
wiſh others may not be guilty of the ſame fault. 
Upon reflection I was inclined to ſuppreſs this 
paſſage, but then my motive was pride, ſo that, 
all conſidered, I leave things as they are. 

In the mean time, the attention with which 
the old Margue/s examined me, renewed my 

r . former 
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former frights, and made me judge he was con- 
triving ſomething that regarded. me. I his 
brought to my mind what he had ſaid as he went 
out of my chamber, when I feigned to continue 
in my fainting fit, which I before mentioned, 
that he had means of diſcavering who I was. But 
what chiefly terrißed me, was his remaining 
ſilent as to what had then paſſed; and when 1 
compared his politeneſs with his reſervedneſs, 
after taking ſo much pains to find me our, I 
could not help concluding, from his ſeeming 
tranquillity, that he acted the politician, and had 
ſecret motives for his behaviour. „ 
Prepoſſe ſſed with theſe reflections, I repented 
my facility in accepting of the party of pleaſure 
propoſed; was not it poſiible that a hundred in- 
conveniences might enſue? I apprehended them; 
my lover might come; what would have been 
the conſequence? Would not our mutual con- 
fuſion have © betrayed me, or given room for 
former ſuſpicions? A crowd of ſuch like ap- 
prehenſtons ſeized my mind at once, I grew 
pale, and the Due, who was near, and 
miſſed no opportunity of ſaying ſoft things to 
me, was not the laſt in perceiving it: © You 
« change colour, Madam, ſaid he, are you 
« gut of order? You ſeem to be fainting.”* I 
excvicd myſelf in the beſt manner I could, and 
I attributed the altcration he obſerved to a new 
pair of ſtays. The old Marqueſs, who heard 
my anſwer, which was natural enough to gain 
credit, came to me, and in an obliging manner 
begged me to think myſelf at home, and there- 
upon called for a dram, which he aſſured me 
was exquiſite for comforting the heart. 


** 
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_  Geneval, who judged ſhe ought to ſhare in the 
aſſiſtance given me, offered to unlace me; all 
the - young ſparks applauded this motion, and 
drew about me with eyes that betrayed their 
motive. I refuſed to ſuffer it with a bluſh, 
_ which at the ſame time made me appear to be 
better, although it was in reality the effects of 
common modeſty ; butmy reſolution determined 
it, and they deſiſted. So true it is, that men 
are no farther enterprizing than they are en- 
couraged. | V 
The dram being come, the old Margueſs . 
preſented it himſelf: I thought proper to take LY 
ſome out of policy. In effect it recovered me, 
and I found mylelf perfectly well as uſual : But 
are all the cordials in the world capable of cur- 
ing an unquiet mind? 
Dubois, who had been to beſpeak places from 
the Margue/s, returned, and gave an account of 
his commiihion: He brought word that the 
Exempt ordered two to be kept for us; but that 
he deſired us at the fame time to come early, on 
account of the number of people he was to pro- 
vide with places Upon this the Margueſs pre - 
| ſented me his hand, and led me to his chair; 
the Duke of walked on one ſide of me, 
and Madame de Geneval, to whom a Count 4 
gave his hand, followed. We weat very flow : | 
The old Marqueſs ſaid to me ſoftly, © You will 
< make many conqueſts, Madam, I am ſure; i 
but however flattering they may be, you | 
© triumph over a heart, which places your . 
© charms in the ſtrongeſt light.“ © ] expected, 1 
* my Lord,” replied I, © theſe compliments, j 
« not becauſe I merit them, but as they ra- 
£4 CöͥXͤôw „. 
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4ç naturally come from a perſon of your turn 3 
* with this diſpoſition I hear them without the 
«© leaſt vanity on my fide.” © Would to God,” 
faid the Marqueſs, with a look far from ſuitable 
to his vears; that all the vows addreſſed to you 
make no greater impreſhon ; but with ſo many 
charms it is not poſſible but you mult have a 
compafſionate heart; it is a point I beg leave 
to diſcuſs with you after the play; I have a 
great deal to ſay to you upon the ſubject, and 
muit own you make me uneaſy on more ac- 
counts than one.? | 
The diſcourſe broke off there, and I was not 
a little perpiexed; we were at the door of his 
apartment, which put an end to it I got into 
the chair that was deſigned for me, it was the 
oung Margueſs's, as | ſoon learned, and as it 
was the fineſt, they aſſigned it to me. Madame 
de General went into that of the father, Thich 
was ornamented in a manner more agreeable to his 
age: She ſeemed fo tranſported with the honours 
ſhewn her, which ſhe undoubredly thought due 
to her merit, that ſhe could neither ſee nor hear, 
nor was ſenſible of any thing but her own dear 
ſelf. Whilſt we are in the arms of ſelf love, 
we have very little regard for any thing elſe. 
We were ſcarce got out of fight, but Dubois 
approached my chair: In the name of God,” 
faid I to him as ſoon as I ſaw him; tell me 
% where your maſter is, and how | may extri- 
% cate myſelf from all the difficulties I ſee 
& round me. Faith, Mademoiſelle,” replied 
he, I know not what to ſay to it: I am ſo 
« aſtoniſhed, that I cannot imagine how theſe 


things could * or why you ſhould throw 
* yourlelh, 
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< yourſelf into the toils of our crafty. maſter.” 
Here I interrupted Dubois, and I told him by 
what accident it came to paſs: He heard my 


| ſtory out, and agreed, that after meeting with 


the old Marques at maſs, my behaviour was 
natural enough, and that neither himſelf nor L 
could prevent accidents, Upon this he told 
me, that beth my lover and St. Fal were at 
Paris; that it was impoſſible for the former to 
acquaint me that his father did not come there, 


he not having changed his reſolution till a mo- 


ment before his ſon's departure; and that For- 
fan, his gentleman, a perſon entirely attached to 
the father, accompanied him in theJourney, and 
that he durſt attempt nothing, neither to write 
to me, nor any other ſtep, fearing he ſhould 
be examined, which would infallibly have 
happened. | | 
Dubois and I both concluded from all theſe 
precautions, that the old Margueſs knew me 
better than I thought for, or at leaft had a ſuſ- 


picion of me, and that the journey was one of 


his ſtratagems to clear up the myſtery, ** But, 
« good God,” cried I, fearing what might 
happen; dear Dubois, what method can I 
„ take? Could you not, when I come from 
© the play, get me a poſt-chaiſe to make my 
© eſcape?” © By no means,” replied this truſty 
ſervant; you may eaſily think, that if our 
© conjectures are well grounded, as there is no- 
room to doubt, there are perſons who watch 
© you. Heaven keep us from any attempt of 
© that fort! I have thought of a contrivance 
© which will have a much better effect.“ The 
minute he was going to tell it me, we found 
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ourſelves at the play houſe door; a number of 
chairs, and a great crowd interrupted our con- 
verſation. Dubois quitted me, ſaying, Be 
© eaſy and cautious of what you ſay to the old 
© Margueſs ; diſſemble, and do not trouble your- 
© ſelf about the reſt, J am going to Paris.“ 
He added ſomething more as he retired ; but 
the Duke of ———, who was got into the 
play-houſe by the ſtage door, and was ready to 
receive me, hindered my hearing it: A cruel 
_ diſappointment ; my lover was in queſtion, and 
that is generally a very intereſting article, 

I had no room to doubt, ſome moments after 
J was placed, but that the young Duke was the 
perſon who at the firſt ſight had been ſo com- 
plaiſant as to be dazzled with my youthful 


charms ; he told me as much, as likewife the | 


viſit he had made me, and renewed his ac- 
quaintance with Madame de Geneval, to whom 
he was very courteous, ſecretly aiming, no 
doubt, to get her of his fide, in order to have 
acceſs to me, or to oblige me, believing her 
more agreeable to me than ſhe really was. 
Whilſt he was making his court, my eyes ran 
over the objects that ſurrounded me; the pro- 
ſpect was enchanting, and the impreſſion it made 
was ſo great, that it took up my mind, and 
baniſhed all my cares. Such is the way of 
thinking with us women, new cbjects ſeize, 
engage, and make us vary; the molt ſolid and 
faithful of us all, is ſhe, that returns ofteneſt to 
the favourite object. 2 Th 
This fight humbled my vanity ; till that time 
F looked upon myſelf as the compleateſt and 
pretlieſt woman in the world; I could not help 
ns * flattering. 
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flattering myſelf that I had but few equals ; 


however, I recovered with a figh from theſe 
two errors. The firſt thing that ſtruck me, as 
I caſt my eyes towards the boxes, was the mag» 
nificence and taſte which ſhined there; I then 
turned my eyes on myſel*, in order to agdraw pa- 


rallel betwixt thoſe Jadich and me: What diſ- 


parity ! Beſides my beauty, I thought I had a 
natural air, but I diſcovered a ſtiff, ieſs i in myſelf; : 
there, if art ſupplied the place of beauty, their 
eaſy behaviour gave it ſuch charms, that I did 
not know myſelf Though [ diſapproved of the 


red with which their faces were vermillioned, 1 


ſecretly owned it was of great advantage; and 


and I inſtantly called to mind my having on a 
certain time made trial of it myſelf, and the 
aſtoniſhment it oceaſioned at my being ſo different 


from what I was before. 1 judged from thenee 
that it was no great crime to indulge ſuch harm- 


leſs farisfattions, and that if ones happineſs con- 
ſiſts in being ſatisfied with oneſelf, it is not ſur- 


priſing hat people g give n practice which pews 
cure it. 


The Duke of. 5 6 had fini hed his 5 
polit e converſation with Madame de Geneval, 
came back to me, and interrupted my reflections 


by his ſoft expretions : But ſeeing me conſider 


charming, 
: © nance pleaſes me beyond expreſſion.” l am 
. © infinitely taken? replied he, © wita this frank 
and natural deciſion; there are few women 


very attentively a mighty pretty woman, he 
aſked my ſentiments of her: I think her very 
? ſaid I, © her chearful counte- 


© who do juſtice to theirwwn ſex, particularly 


when beauty decides in their favour,” due we 
v1 1 5 © talk. 
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* talk of, reſembles you in this reſpect; her turn 
© of mind is excellent, and her hiſtory very re- 
* markable : If I thought the King would give 
me time enough, I would relate it to you, 
© and 1 am perſuaded you would thank me.” 
Having always had a ftrong inclination to ſecret 
hiſtory, my anſwer was, He would do me a 
<& ſenſible pleaſure.” He was juſt beginnin 
but that 2 . every body riſing up, inform 
us of the King's coming. The Duke being 
obliged to do like the reſt, he ſaid, That if 1 
would favour him fo far, he would wait on me 
© to give this account, and hyped to have that 
* honour the next day.“ | | 
I fearce heard theſe words; I was taken up 
with the King's preſence to ſuch a degree, that l 
remained the only one ſtanding, although every 
body was ſeated, which made me taken notice 
of with ſome- ſmiles ; even the name of country 
ntlewoman reached my ears, and I took my 
ſeat with a bluſh, which puniſhed me more 
ways than one, bor the little uneaſineſs my 
vanity had cauſed. As great a pleaſure as it is 
to be new, one hates to ſhew it by any thing in 
our behaviour. 1 11 
Iz had never ſeen a play, ſo that it is eaſily to 
de imagined how attentive I was; ] event melted 
into tears, and was more Jphigenia than {phi- 
genia herſelf. Whatever bears a reſemblance 
to the ſentiments of one's heart, and affects it, 
eauſes emotions, and xecalls the object of one's 
affections. I found myſelf moved, thoughtful, 
anxious ; the idea of the Adargueſs made deep 
impreſſions in thoſe paſſages where the lover com- 
plaied of the rigour of his deſtiny ; a +4 
. | | © 
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| he deſerved a milder lot; in one word, I wag 
taken ill, I could ſcarce fetch my breath. The 
Lyle. more inured, or leſs attentive, could 
nit help ſmiling at the ſincerity of my ſorrow : 
© How happy is that lover, ſays he to me in 
another of the acts, © in thoſe precious tears he 
© cauſes you to ſhed ! but a thouſand times. 
© more fortunate will he be, who ſhall pleaſe on - 
© a more real occaſion.” Good God, my 
& Lord,” replied I, aſhamed of my tears, 
which | firove in vain-to hide, you are very 
© cruel to be diverted with my tenderneſs; 
% great refolution is requiſite to reſiſt the mo- 
« tions of the ſoul, and you plainly ſhow there- 
&« by your own inſenſtbility.” Ah! what do 
* you ſay, Madam?“ replied he, and upon 
© what do you ground that ſuſpicion ?' *© Why, 
« js ir not evident?” ſaid I, vexed to have 
given room for this diſcourſe. “ J am not the 
only one who ſeem to be touched at this fine: 
© ſcene: My tears are excuſable ; but you, 
„ my Lord, who very far from being moved, 
„ ſeem to brave compaſſion, do not you dif- 
cover it is none of your favourite virtue, and 
« that you was born with a hard heart ?** 
Much leſs than you imagine, returned: the 
Duke, © witneſs thoſe fine eyes of yours in my 
© behalf; I can eafily confute your reproach, 
© ſince all that belongs not to vou, at preſent, 
is indifferent to me. Yes, charming creaturc,, 
if Ipbigenia ihould be a hundred times more 
charming and lovely, ſhe could never make 
any impreſſion on my ſentiments : You reign. 
alone without a rival, and. I think nothing; 
© boxely beſides yourſelf.” 
14 252 K 5 | This. 
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This declaration appeared ſo li vely and open 
that I thought proper to be filent : This play en- 
abled me the better to obſerve this conduct; it 
engaged me ſo cloſely, that I ſoon forgot what 
Had paſſed : I interefted myſelf more and more 
in the dillrefſes of the heroine, and it was over, 
when I expected another act to follow; ſo deep 
and tender an effect it had on me. 
The Duke of , Who ſeemed enamour- 

ed with my flender charms, would have re- 
fumed the diſcourſe : I began to be at a loſs in 
anſwering him, nor did 1 know on what pitch 
to frame my diſcourſe. When one has w_ 
one's ſelf out for ſomebody, and yet through a 
fincerity of heart diſdains to aſſume a haughty 
air, that face of braſs is wanting which im- 
poſtors eaſily attain. If I had really been the 
Counteſs des Roches,. I ſhould have known very 
| well how to banter the Due on his being ſo 
ſweet ; but when I reflected upon what I was, 
by taking upon me, I ran a riſk of being one 
day of other ridiculed for my afﬀfeQation ; I 
found myſelf under an incertitude, which laid 
| reſtraint on my very expreſſions. 
Happily the King's preſence occaofined fuch 
an awe, that my praiſes were uttered fo low, 
that they could not be overheard ; nevertheleſs, 

1 ſhould have been obliged, either out of good 
manners or vanity, to return an anſwer ; but 
an accident, which I little expected, eaſed me of 
my fears; an Exempt, whom I knew to be ſuch 
by his flaif, advanced towards the Duke, and 

told him the King commanded him to his box 
he immediately roſe, and appeared concerned at 

this ill- timed order; at at his looks ſignified 48 

2 e 
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much. I turned my eyes towards the King, 


he ſc emed to conſider me; this threw me into 


a freſh perplexity. 
How weak we women are! How juſtly do 


they tax us with ſelf-love ! How many con- 


jectures did I draw from this regard Had I 
ſtrictly examined myſelf, I might have diſcovered 
a belief that the Monarch thought me handſome, 
and that the meſſage related to me. But this 
vanity was ſoon puniſhed, the Duke preſently 
returned; it is true, he flattered me with a 


compliment upon the enquiry the Prince made 


after me; but upon the whole I found I was the 
ſecond cau'e of the King's enquiring who I was 3 
he had ſeen the Duke talking earneſtly to me; 
I was handſome and wel! dreſſed, but unknown 
to him, and he had a mind to know who I was; 
that is the mitter of fact; and all things con- 
ſidered, 1 found there was no grounds for my 


Arit thoughts: : However IJ was contented with 


the reverſe of ſelt-love, ne not yy to have 
been miſtaken. 

The play was over, and Ss were going td 
begin the entertainment, when the old Mar- 
gueſs appeared at the box joining to the place 
where | was: He bowed, and-afked me if I had 
been diverted ? Although I anſwered properly 
enough to this queition, part of the company 
turned their eyes upon me, either on account of 
my pronunciation, or perſon. I ſtood it how- 


ever. as well as all the polite things the young Duke 
rſiſted 10 ſay to me; I will not diſguiſe the 


truth, | have ſaid it before, and as a farther 


proof, I own {incerely, that though this diſ- 


courſe cauſed. no. emotions in my heart, at leaſt 
4 | K 6 1 hrarkened 
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1 hearkened to it with pleaſure; The wiſeſt of 
us all are not inſenſible to flattery, when ac» 
companied: with taſte and delicacy. 

I was then in a ſort of fate, ſcarce perceptible, 
and harder to be deſcribed ; my eyes involunta- 
Fily turned upon the Duke who was talking to 
me, when looking off him, I ſaw the young 
Marqueſs leaning towards us, .who ſeemed to 
overhear us; he raiſed himſelf up as ſoon as I 
faw him, and looked another way: I was ſa 
ſtruck at his unexpected appearance, and fo ſen- 
fible of the ſcorn which I thought he expreſſed, 
that I changed my colour and found myſelf ill, 
my new admirer, who perceived it, haſtily 
aſked me what was the matter? „I am ſubject” 
replied I, to giddineſs, this is a fit of it, and 
if I remain any longer here I ſhall faint away.“ 
All which I told him to get out, not knowing 
any longer what countenance to put on. 

The Duke of ſeemed diſturbed at 
this. It is never the cuſtom, where the King 
is, to go out before he does, when. it occaſions 
any ſtir. However, the Lule found me fo 
much altered, that he thought fit td venture; 
he made ſigns to the Exempt who had ſeated me, 
and when he was near end ugh to be heard, in a 
low voice he told him I was ill, and to give à 
greater weight to the deſire he had of ſerving 
me, he added, that there were reaſons for it. 
This made me bluſh, and I heard people talk 
round me, which augmented my confuſion :: 
However, the Exempt preſented me his hand, and 
] went out followed by Geneval, who.murmured: 
greatly at my frequent. indipotitions,, and. who 
Was much mortified not tg. ſee. the entertain» 
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ment: For notwithſtanding her pride, and her 
valuing herſelf upon being ſo well knowyn at Court, 
it was the firſt play ſhe had ſeen, as her huſb ind 
very imprudently told me, and perhaps if it had 
not been for me, ſhe might not have had this 
honour ſo ſoon. But let us come to ſomething 
more intereſting. 

was no ſooner in my chair, but was over- 
joyed at being out of the houſe. I ſhould ins» 
fallibly have made a fine piece of work of it, 
which might perhaps have become public, and 
forwarded what was to happen. £46 
| Let any one imagine my trouble and conſu- 
fion, affectionate and tender as I was What 
innocence on my ſide! and how many motives 
of ſuſpicion for the Marqueſs / He finds me at 
the play, I appear to be engaged with a very 
handfome young gentleman, and attentive to 
his diſcourſe : No fooner do [ diſcover him, but 
am out of countenance; I do more, I go out, 
and ſo feem to avoid him. all theſe things, 
united to the uneaſineſs arifing from what Du- 
Jois had undoubtedly told him, could not ſuffer 
him to be very eaſy, particularly after the proofs. 
he had already given of his jealouſy.- 

intended, when at home to ihut myſelf up. 
and write; but how much was my ankiety in- 
creaſed, when the Duke of 
coming out of my chair ! he had followed me 
in his, and offered his hand with. an air of con- 
cern for my indiſpoſition, which very happily 
was viſible in my face; I made uſe of this pre- 
text to get rid of him, by ſaying, I found my= 
felf oppreſſed, and was going to bed. He ar- 
proved. of my reſolution, and offered to ſend 


met me- _ 
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an eminent phyſician to my relief; I thanked 
him for his obliging offers, and when. was 
come to my apartment he retired, aſſuring me 


be would have the honour of waiting on me 


the next dav, and in the mean time he would 
inform himſelf punQually of my health. 

thought I was going to be at quiet, but ! 
had Madame de Gentual's officiouſneſs to endure 
ſtill; the honour and diſtinction J had procured 
her, rendered her polite, politickly hoping, that 
if we remained good friends, ſhe ſhould hereafter 
enjoy the ſame prerogatives. I was obliged, in 
civility, to wait till ſhe pleaſed to quit me, 
which ſhe did as ſoon as I was in bed. 

I ordered my aunt, in her preſence, to lock 

doors, and let who will come, to tell them 

| L was in bed, in order not to be diſturbed in 
my reflections, prigfipally on the incident of that 
day. 
1 began with tears, which gave me relief, In 
effect, could there be a more cruel cafe than 
mine? Had I one happy moment, from the 
time I firſt knew myſelf ? One accident had fol- 
lowed another; I had not one moment's reſt. 
What could I hope from what was to come? 
What incidents ſeemed ready to ereate new 
troubles! I he uneaſineſs of the old Marque ſi 
about me; his ſon's love and jealouſy ; the Duke 
of 's ſentiments, who had no ſooner con- 
ceived, than declared them; would not all this 
draw 'on conſequences ? Could 1 expect any 
thing elſe . | 

] was only entering into a detail of ſo many 
perplexities, in order to take proper meaſures, 
when my aunt came into my room: © Madam,} 


$5 42 lays 


The Fortunate Country Maid. 207 


fays ſhe, © here is a Nobleman defires in the 
©* handfomeſt manner to ſee you.” © Did not 
46 J tell you, ”” ſaid J, with an air I had much 
ado to ſuſtain, „that I would ſee nobody?” 
I remember it very well,* replied the good 
creature ; © but the perſon of whom 1 ſpeak ſays 
. * he muſt neceſſarily ſpeak with you, and has 
© things of conſequence to communicate to you.” 
„Do as l bid you, continued l, in a tone to 
be obeyed, thinking it might be the Duke or the 
old Margueſs ; ** fail at your peril,” ““ 
After my aunt was gone, I roſe, and to avoid 
all ſurpriſe, conſidering her ſimplicity, I drew 
the bolts, and then I wrote the Marqueſs a let- 
ter, in which I ingenuiouſly gave him an account 
of all that had paſſed. I foreſaw the uneaſineſs 
he would have on account of my converſation 

with the Duke at the comedy; I-mentioned my 
apprehenſions in relation to his father, and begged 
him, in order to obviate what might happen, 
to change my abode, and even the town, if i fr. - 
could be done. 

] was much eaſier after relieving myſelf of the 
burcher which weighed me down; it was after 
midnight before my letter was ſealed; and there 
was no hkelihood of getting it delivered then ; it 
was of ſo much conſequence. I was determined 
to truſt nobody with it, but St. Ful, or Dubois; 
the latter had promiſed to call the next day, and 
1 formed my reſoJution accordingly. One is no 
ſooner at eaſe in one reſpect, but one wants to 
be ſo in another: I was extremely ſolicitous to 
know who came to ſee me, when Barbara 
brought me word of the: viſit I refuſed. Hav 
ing wen my wits more about me, I began to 
„ reflect 
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reflect on this affair, and I found J was in the 
wrong to imagine the Dule of ——— woule 
come again, it was fo lately that he left me, 
When my aunt came with the meſſage : It was 
not likely it ſhould be him, eſpecially knowing 1 
was going to bed; he ſeemed to have more re- 
ſpect for me, than to commit ſuch an indecence 
I turned my conjectures another way, and as I ” 
could not but fix them upon the old Margueſs, 
I found them alſo as ill- grounded on many ac- 
counts, unneceſſary to be mentioned. But it 
was not the ſame as his ſon; he loved me, had 
many reaſons for deſiring to ſpeak to me; had 
not his jealouſy been one, it was very natural 
for him, ſeeing me go out, on account of being 
indiſpoſed, to fly to my houſe with concern, and 
learn the occaſion of it, as well as ſeveral things 
that night regard him. I had no ſooner raiſed 
this doubt, but was deſirous to clear it up; [I 
rung the bell, and according to the deſcription. 
my aunt gave of the gentleman ſhe had ſent 
away, I found my ſuſpicion too well- grounded. 
Had I foreſeen that my obſtinacy, in not hear- 
ing my aunt, would . occaſion: the cruel conſe- 
| quences it did, 1 ſhould then have regretted the 
giving room for them. But can one foreſee. 
every thing when in perplexity? So far from re- 
penting, 1 thought my lover woud pals a. favour- 
able judgment on his diſappointment in not 
ſeeing me, and would not condemn me in his. 
beart. But were men born. to be juſt 7 Pardon, 
me, oh beſt of huſbands, the injuſtice of this, 
apaſtrophe .] retract it, my fincere love has. 
long ſince excepted you from the number of: 
thoſe I mean. We TH 
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I paſſed the night in - anxiety, and [I 
waked early, hoping Dubois would come, and 
carry my letter to the Marqueſs. I was juſt up 
when my aunt informed me of a viſit, and afk 
if ſhe was to deny me as ſhe did the day before 
I bid her ſhew up, in hopes it was the man I 
wanted; but inſtead of Dubois, a gentleman of 
figure appeared, who named himſelf immediately 
Adelicourt, lover to that dear friend; be came 
from the monaſtery where Madame de 6 
had ſheltered me. How troubled ſoever I might 
be in mind, out of reſpe&t for my friene, 1 
received the gentleman with great politeneſs, 
and earneſtly aſked after his miſtreſs ; he delivered 
mealetter from her, telling me, that as ſoon as 
1 had read it, he would fully ſatisfy my curioſity. 
I opened it, and- read as follows: | 


Send you, my dear friend, the happy news I 
. have received from M. de Melicourt, who 
will haus the honour to deliver you this letter 1 
call it happy, becauſe it will ſhortly perhaps procure 
me the charming pleaſure of embracing you, and 
renewing our tender friendſhip. 1 am much obliged 
to him for complying ſo readily with the deſire I 
Bad, that you ſbꝰul be informed by him of the good 
effetts which followed from your kind offices; all 
We want is an additional intere/? to terminate our 


affairs. I do not doubt but you will employ the 
Marqueſs of L. V. to preſs my diſcharge from 
the monaſtery. I confeſs it will be ſo much the 
more agreeable, as it will bring me nearer you, 'a 
happineſs I am ambitions of btyond what I can 


Our 
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Our mutual friend, the diſcreet Lindamine, 
charged me ta tell you, that you are ever in her 
thoughts; do you think I yield to her in the leaſt, 
as to vivacity of ſentiments f a ho 


Samer AGNES, 


I was charmed with this letter, and the hopes 
it gave me of my friend's affairs drawing to a 
concluſion I turned to her lover, and begged 
Him to compleat my joy, by informing me what 
bad been done, and why I had been ſo long 
without hearing from her. Alas | Madam,” 
Teplied he with a ſigh, the lovely Minette would 
© never have heard more of me but for the 
© letters you forwarded, by which I at length 
© learned where ſhe was; it is to her, it is to 
© you I owe the happineſs of having found her 
© out. I thought her loſt for ever, and I was 
very far from perſuading myſelf of the poſſi- 
*< bility of any ſuch thing, which I thought fo 
© diltant. You yourſelf ſhall judge, by what 
happened to me ſince the fatal day, when the 
_ ©artifice and credit of her unjuſt father found 
means to ſeparate us. NS e en 
Fou knew, Malemoiſelle, continued MA. 
licourt, in What a cruel manner I was ſnatched 
tram the embraces of ſo beloved a wife. Had 
my ſtrength equalled my rage, I ihould have 
© freed myleif from the hands of © thoſe cruel 
people who-oppoicd the relief | would have 
given her: But I was obliged to yield to 
| © -pumbers, and it was not without a thouſand 
| efforts that they at lait ſeized me: However, 
| 1 5 notwithſtanding 


at 
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*: notwithſtanding the trouble my reſiſtance gave 
them, and my furious tranſports, they behave 
with reſpect to me; they had orders un- 
doubtedly to uſe me well. The officer who 
commanded the party, knowing the deep con- 
cern under which I laboured, ſeemed to ſhare © 
in it, and endeayoured to pacify me by re- 
peated aſſurances, that my confinement would 
be ſhortz that he knew the affair did not 
regard the ſtate, but was entirely owing to 
the intereſt of a family; in-all appearance 
theſe differences would neither be of any long 
continuance, - nor have any farther conſe- 
quences. Inſtead of anſwering, I held my 
tongue; my grief was mute, and continued 
in that diſpoſition during the four days of my 

journey! would hear no reaſon. 

When l arrived at Y——, they conducted 
© me to the town-priſon ; the next day the 
© Governor came to ſee me, and aſſured me if [ 
behaved well, I ſhould not be confined eight 
days. 'I aſked him what was expected from 
me? To join, ſaid he, in ſetting aſide your 
0 Fou may imagine, in ſpite of all 
your efforts, it will be ſo,” neither more, nor 
leſs, for it muſt end there, the methods you 
employed being unwarrantable: Shall I ac- 
quaint you what mult be the conſeq ences of 
your refuſal ? A long and ruinous ſuit be tween 
your families. Is it not much better prudently 
to conſent to what you cannot avoid, than o 
give your adverſary a handle to oppre ſs you, 
and keep you here during pleaſure? Prudence 
" requires of us to to yield" to occurrences ; and he 
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© is truly wiſe, who knows how to ſuit his con- 
duct to the caprices of fortune. 
© Such was the Governor's diſcourſe, as often 
as he came to ſee me, but without any effect: 
1 affured him of my. conſtancy and reſolution, 
with a proteſtation that I defied Monſieur 
de ——, from the hopes I had of being 
protected by the King's juſtice, and his de- 
eiſion in my favour; that in the mean time I 
would oppoſe patience to the perſecutions pre- 
pared for me. 
© The Governor, who was undoubtedly an 
intimate friend of Monſieur de -, and 
who had been pitched upon in order to in- 
timidate me, ſeemed much diſſatisfied with my 
ſteadineſs; however, he behaved like a gentle» 
man, and, barring my confinement, I was 
treated with great indulgence ; but he had his 
views, as | have plainly diſcovered. 
He came every eight days, and after ſome 
time he ceaſed to talk of my affairs, not to 
provoke me; my fear of putting him upon the 
chapter of diſſolving the marriage reſtrained 
my curioſity, and hindered my aſking any 
queſtions. _ | | 
© In the mean time, the uneaſineſs I ſuffered 
on account of my. charming Minette, tors 
- mented me night and day to the laſt degree; 
there was not a moment [ did not lament her 
abſence, and ſeek means of obtaining my 
liberty; but J was ſo ſecured, that there was 
no hopes of effecting it. LE 
After having loſt theſe endearing hopes, I 
employed myſelf in endeavouring to in form 
my father of the place of my ER 
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© hopes gave ſome truce to my pain, and 
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that he might exert his power for my delivery; 
this ſeemed leſs difficult than making my 
eſcape. The turnkey who attended me, and 
whom I had been a long time gaining by little 
gratifications, and formal promiſes of making 
his fortune upon obtaining my liberty, if he 
would come into my meaſures, appeared fit 
for my purpoſe ; I flattered myſelf the more, 
becauſe he ſeemed compaſſionate, and would 
ſometimes of his own accord bewail his bein 


engaged in an employment, to which he had, 


he laid, ſuch a repugnance and antipathy, 
This confidence ſeemed to me a good omen; 
and when I imagined I had wrought him to 
that pitch of compaſſion I delired, I opened 
myſelf one day to him, and propoſed to him, 
under promiſe of a good reward, to deliver a 
letter I had wrote to my father. He ſeemed 
ſtruck at the propoſition, and expreſſed his 
diſlike of it, by repreſenting the puniſhments 
aſſigned for thoſe who betrayed their truſt on 
the like occaſions; to enforce which, he 


cited ſeveral examples, the very rehearſal of 


which was really ſhocking ; and he did it fo 
pathetically in his way, that he ſeemed much 
terrified. I found him io averſe this firſt time, 
that I did not preſs him any farther ; | thought 
it beſt to wait another day to ſpeak again, and 
prepare him by degrees; thus he inſenſibly 
accuſtomed himſelf to my propoſals. 

© It happened as I gueſſed, the turnkey yielded 
at laſt, and charged himſelf with my packet, 


promiſing it ſhould be delivered as directed, 


and that I ſhould have an anſwer. Theſe fai 


walted 


— 
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waited impatiently the iſſue. The time ſeemed 
inſupportably long, and there were now fifteen 
whole days paſt away without hearing one 
word; he exhorted me to have - patience, 
aſſuring me, it would not be Jong before I was 
ſatisfied. As a proof that I ought not to be 
uneaſy, the turnkey informed me how he had 
_ © contrived to be certain of the packet's being 
delivered, without running any riſk; he had 
© ſent his brother, as he aſſured me, who was 
to deliver my letter himſelf, and bring back 
© an anſwer. This ſeemed fo feaſible, that I 
© applauded it, and eaſily believed all he faid on 
c 1 
I bad wrote a letter to my dear Minette, 
wherein I affured her of being for ever con- 
ſtant. As I was ignorant what became of her, 
1 defired my father to get this letter delivered 
_ wherever the was, and to ſend her anſwer. 
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© doubt but that I had taken care to be ſerved 
© according to my wiſhes. A priſoner has time 

* to think of, every thing. 5 
One night being more impatient than ever, 


% . 
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© and lamenting. birterly that I had no news, I 
* Heard an unuſual noiſe of bolts, which ſur- 
© priſed me. I was alone in my tower: It 
could be only to me they came, and, unleſs 
© it were ſomething very preſſing, and it was not 
„ then an hour for any body to viſit me; in fine, 
« it; was my turnkey. - Joy in his countenance 
© promiſed good news, and immediately raiſed 
© my fpirics nothing but tidings of my letters, 
or my liberty, that could occaſion his viſit, or 
* his Jooks. . I eagerly aſked him, what I was 
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to expect? See, . ſaid he, delivering me a 
& packet of letters, to what danger I have ex- 


poſed myſelf! I fay no more, adieu, 1 


tremble, my fidelity muſt not be ſuſpected z 
my brother is but juſt arrived, and notwith- 
ſtanding the danger in coming at this time, 
I could not withſtand the - pleaſure of eaſing 
your concern, and affording you a good night, 
I thought this regard of his ſo kind, that in 
order to give him an early inſtance of my ac- 


knowledgwent, I drew a ſmall diamond ring 


from = finger, and made him a preſent of it, 
with aflurances that I would not ſtop there. 


The turnkey went away well ſatisfied 3 but 


] was certainly more ſo at that time than he. 
« | was no ſooner alone, but I opened my 


| packet in great haſte ; it contained two let- 


ters ; the firit was from my father, the other 
from my. wife. 1 found my father's hand 
ſomewhat. different from what it uſed to be, 
but I took very little notice. of it; as for the 


ſecond, ſigned Minette, | thought of nothing 


but the pleaſure I erjoyed; it was the firit 
Jever received from her, and only delayed, by, 
kiſſing a thouſand times the tei'imony [ ex- 
pected of her love. However eager | might 
be to know the reaſons of my confinement, 
love prevailed over en: Here is M3 
nette's letter. 


thought J could not refuſe, Sir, an anſwer 6 

1 your letter; Tam ſorry for what you ſuffered 
upon my account I adviſe you to contribute to 
your enlargement, by ſubmit v2 o what is ex- 
5 from Tow"! Fer my pant / thought myſelf 
i be 
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Mee th pate and I 7 a the nh 
* cauſe of your troubles, 7 remove that obflacle, by | 
s releaſing you from any engagement betzucen us, 

bad , ſome ſcruple in the affair, but 1 have 
6 been informed the firſt duty of a daughter is to 
© obey her father, and that all engagements are 
void, which are made without the conſent of 
15 thoſe who, brought us into this world. I hope 
© you will hay: ſenſe and reſolution enough to con- 
© form ourſelf ta ſo warrantoble an excuſe, and 
that your «/teem For me is ſuch as not to oppoſe 


© my tranquillity. 


I thought this letter fo cruel, and it over- 
© whelmed me with ſo violent a grief, I had like 
| © to have fainted away; Deſpair alone preſerved 
© my ſenſes. Perfidious wretch! (1 cried, 
* throwing the letter diſdainfully away ;) could 
expect ſuch a, barbarous return? So much 
love and conſtancy, did they deſerve a change 
„ ſo odious F I was two hours in a ſtate as pain- 
ful to feel as to defcribe ; I threw out a 
*< thouſand imprecations. againſt the ungrateful 
creature, and ſtopped. twenty times before 1 
© could read over my father's letter; he ex-. 
< preſſed great tenderneſs, exhorting me to have 
_ © patience, and promiſed I ſhould foon be at 
13 | provided I renounced my marriage ; 
© he very frankly confeſſed, that AZinette's fa- 
© ther had much the better intereſt, and that I 
* ſhould periſh infpriſen, if I did not ſubmit to 
power as he had done; he gave me an account 
© of the perfidy of my, miſtreſs, who had held 
out but a few days, and, to obtain her pardon, 
'© had accepted of a huſband recommended wy 
n ; - | r 
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© her relations, to whom ſhe was to be married 
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in eight days; he exhorted me to imitate her, 
aſſuring me that I ſhould be reſtored to my 


liberty as ſoon as I ſhould take ſuch a reſolution, 


- 


I was not able to go 1 the letter, I had 
too much of it already; the night was ſpent 
in walking about my chamber, and complain- 
ing of my perfidious miſtreſs. _ 

© I was three days and three nights without 
taking any thing, and it was the fourth day, 
that being aſhamed of my folly, I refolved on 
declaring I had no farther thoughts of the un- 
faithful Minette; and that fince ſhe had been 
capable of deceiving me, I would never hear 
her named. I had no ſooner explained myſelf 
on this ſubject, and conſented to the ſetting 
aſide my marriage, but I was promiſed m 
liberty on this condition, that I ſhould return 


to my father, and never more endeayour to 


ſee my ungrateful miſtreſs. ] was too angry 
to make any difficulty upon that head. My 


hatred,” ſo naturally expreſſed, forwarded my 


liberty, and it was granted three days after, 

As ſoon as I was at liberty, I went to my 
father; he confirmed Minette's perfidy, and 
ſhewed me a letter ſetting forth all its circum- 
ſtances; he told me what ſteps he had taken 


to procure my liberty, which proved igef- 
fectual, through the great credit which A- 


nettes father had employed ; he told me how- 
ever, that in ſpite of all his intereſt, his ad- 
verſary would have had the worſt of it, be- 
cauſe as my father acted incogn to, he mult 
have been plaintiff in the trial, without a de- 
fendant, on account of his refuſing his own 
Vor. II. . daughter, 
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daughter, if I had not given my conſent for 


the annulling the marriage: This occaſioned 


a letter from Court, by which he was given to 
underſtand, that if he puſhed things any far- 
ther, he ſhould never ſee me again; a menace 
that ſtopped him ſhort, by reaſon of the tender- 


neſs he had for me. 


* Above ſix months after, talking with my 
relations about my confinement, and telling 
them after what manner I found means to 
write to my father, I underſtood he had never 
received my letter : This incident aſtoniſhed 
me, and I greatly ſurpriſed my father in my 
turn, ua, produced the pretended letter I 
thought he had writ. He was himſelf almoſt 
miſtaken in the hand, ſo little difference there 
was between it and his own ; he aſſured me 
he never wrote to me, and notwithſtanding 
the pains he took to find out how they could 
counterfeit. his hand, he never could clear. up 
the affair, and it is but lately that this myſtery 
was brought to light, | | 

© However, this inftance of forgery gave me 
ſome ſuſpicion ; I acquainted my father with 
it, but he was the innocent cauſe that I did 
not examine things with proper attention ; 
the confidence he was in of Minette infidelity, 


* Which had been confirmed to him from dif- 
ferent hands, paſſed even to me, and I thought 


there was ſo much reaſon to forget her, that 1 
ſhould in time have attained it. 4, | 

© For ſome months I was exceeding melan- 
choly ; notwithſtanding my endeavours, I 
could not forget the ungrateful Mademoi ſelle 
4e. —. |] ſtrove indeed to divert my 
9 © thoughts 
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0. thoughts from her; but her dear image had taken 
© too deep root in my heart, to be ſo eaſily torn 
© away. Sometimes reſentment gave me eaſe, | 
© but it ſoon vaniſhed, and after all my projects 
© to forget her, [ found myſelf the moſt unfor- 
© tunate and moſt enamoured of mankind, 
But my mother, who ſuffered prodigiouſſy 
r to ſee me: waſte away by degrees, and feared 
© at laſt to loſe me, thought if ſhe could but 
* contrive to give me an inelination for ſome- 
© body elſe, that I ſhould recover in time, and 
forget the perfidious Miuette. To this effect, 
ſhe drew much company to the houſe, and put 
* me under an obligation, as is uſual, of affiſting 
in the honours of the aſſembly which was con- 
ſtantly' held. All the neighbourhood afforded 
of handfortie young ladies came to it. One 
in particular, about fourteen, of a brown 
© compteXton” and a chearful amiable character, 
„giſtingüiſhed herfelf, and was admired by all 
the world: She” was always merry, and had. 
© ſomething new; to be acquainted with her, 
© anddelire to love her, was the fame thing. At 
© firft, T only looked at her, and conſidered how. 
well ſhe deſetved the praiſes given her; but a 
cuſtom of ſeeing her, ſoon had a farther effect; 
I wiſhed to ſhare” in her friendſhip. Time | 
could not be more agrecably ' ſpent, ſhe did 
not ſeem averſe to me, and was the moſt 
obliging creature in the world; the. more I 
knew her, the more J was enchanted ; my 
mother perceived ir, and being willing to 
ſnatch an opportunity ſhe had been purpoſely 
Waiting for, the {ſpoke to the young lady s mo- 
0 Bs. named me for her daughter, and ad- 
1 Ls. vanced 
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. vanced matters with fo much expedition, that 


three das after ſhe. told me,, if I was in love 
—, as ſhe had no 
room to doubt, 1 ſhould * ber huſband in 


eight days. 


Any body but . . have hen 


| tranſported with ſuch an expectation; the lady 


in queſ ion vas exceeding lovely, a thouſand 


good qualities enhanced her charms ; they had 


ſeduced me in appearance, yet it was admira- 


tion, and not love, which affected me, as I 


diſcovered When my muther propoſed her for 


a wife; inſtead ot the comtort the had pro- 


mited herſelf, ſhe met With nothing but trouble 
and perplexity. 


his unexpected co coldneſs furpriſed her ; ; ſhe 
aſked what could occafion it? and whether it 


were poſſible, after having ſhewn, ſuch a 
. for Mademoiſelle de. „ that I 
ſhould heſitate to thank her for ner trouble, 
in getting me preferred. to a. number of others 


Who ſighed for her? J loved my mother too 


well to "diſguiſe the matter ; To told her lncerely | 


how | was affected; the propoſed lady's 
charms had ſenſibly touched me, but I con- 


tinued to love the 5 Minette; her 
image was more deeply rooted than ever in my 
heart, when ſhe ſeemed juſt upon the point 
of being baniſhed from it. I bemoaned my 


weaknels, I aſked a thouſand pardons for it 


of the beſt of mothers, but I could not extort 


from mylelf a promiſe to comply with what 


ſhe had engaged ber word for; it was to no 
purpoſe for her to temonſtrate the injury I did 


Pe, thereby ; the folly of ; conſtancy, ſo ill 


SY 1 © deſerved, 
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© deſerved, and the reſentment of Mademoiſelle 
© de and of her family, if I perſiſted in 
© my ſentiments: I owned' the juſtneſs of her 
reflections, but at the ſame time declared, 
that if they drove me to this marriage, how 
flattering ſoever it might appear, they would 
render me the moſt unhappy of mankind. 
My mother, moved with all I had ſaid on 
this occaſion, promiſed me ſo to manage mat- 
ters, that my refuſal ſhould not appear, and in 
order to it, | ſhe would find pretences' for a 
delay, the better to break off tne affair. This 
goodneſs, this condeſcenſion gained upon me 
ſo much, and appeared ſo endearing, that I 
expreſſed my acknowledgments in the moſt 
lively and reſpectful terms: Methought 1 
was myſelf again, and foreſaw what was to 
happen. 
* Nevertheleſs: my father, who was not ſo 
complaiſant as ſne, in giving into my way of 
thinking, called my mother's goodnels im- 
prudence, and would not join in it; he told 
me, that he did not underſtand my viſions, 
and told me ſternly, he expected me to agree 
to the marriage, which had only been con- 
certed in complaifance to me. It was in vain 
for me to try his paternal tenderneſs; he would 
hear no reaſon: My father eaped up all the 
trouble | had already occa'toned tarough his 
fond complaiſance, and aſſured me, that if I 
_ © took the way to give him more, he would 
© make me know wio was matter, and that he 
* expected to be obeyed. 
© Things were in this poſture, when a ſtranger 
" —— aud enquired for me: It was high tine, 
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. © Monſieur de 
. © ſee this affair renewed again, which ſo nearly 


tied for ever, and 
under -a father's 


] was on the brink of being 
< after lor: g ſtruggles, faking 


authority; but the letters that were delivered 


changed the face of affairs, and gave me a 


legal right of proteſting againſt my intended 


marriage. I was tranſported with joy to 
think the charming dear Minnetie was con- 
tant, and I bluſhed for havin been capable 
of ſuſpeAing her fidelity; I bewailed her 
condition, and my father joined with me in 


deteſting the cruelty of her relations, in bar- 


barouſly ſacrificing ber to vile intereſt : We 
took advice co the violence offered 


this adorable perſon ; we conſulted the laws, 


and che moſt eminent lawyers; they were of 
opinion, that Minette ſhould proteſt againſt 
her vows, and the ſuit be revived which had 


been carried on to have her acknowledged for 


the hter of Aon eur de = ———. My 
_—_—_— not let me appear in the affair, 
but managed it in the ſame manner as 
Manfteur de had done before, and 
this with ſo much addreſs, that the affair was 


on the point of being determined in three 


months time. 
; who little expected to 


concerned him, thought to confound his ſe- 
cret enemies with the ſame facility as before, 
but he found things very much altered; his 


protector was dead, and the ſucceſſor not al- 


together ſo partial in his favour; he was 


obliged now to appear, and put in his anſwer 


to the ſtrong attacks that were made againſt 


him: 0 he 


& was 
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vas at laſt condemned to acknowledge Minetia 
© for his daughter, and on account of his former 
© behaviour, and the violence he had employed; 
© he was forbid the ſight of her till farther 
© orders. „ | 5 
The verbal proceſs of this affair having , 
© been ſent to Rome, the Holy Father named 
Commiſſaries to examine it, and after a ma- 
© ture deliberation it was determined. that the 
© Nuncio ſhould decide it. OE”... 
© This, Mademoi ſelle, continued Melicourt, 
is the preſent poſture of our affairs; and 
therefore your charming friend begs your aſſiſt- 
ance. The juſtice of her cauſe is all ſhe has 
to depend on; my father has not the honour 
to know our Judge, and we have ſome reaſon 
to fear, he will not be favourable to us, not 
only from the intereſt that Monſieur do ——— 
may ſtill have, which he will undoubtedly 
exert on this occaſion ; but even from the 
conſequences of ſuch an indulgence, which 
may become a precedent for others in the ſame 
caſe. | 
© As to Monſieur de „ added Meli 
court, he is exaſperated againſt his daugheer; 
© and declares, that if ſhe is freed from her 
© vows, he will never ſee her; his wife joins 
© with him, and without à miracle there is no 
© room to believe he will ever lay aſide this un- 
© juſt prejudice, | | 
* The powerful party my father has formed 
© for us in the province, has declared in our 
© favour, and profes, if the Nuncio reſtores 
* Minette to her liberty ſo unjuſtly taken away, 
s OT, 
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© we ſhall be married after the proper forms 
have been obſerved; in this they generally 
agree. I went in perſon to acquaint St. Agnes 
© with theſe particulars ; ſhe was equally pleaſed 
© with me, and ſhewed ſo great an earneſtneſs, 
© that you, Mademoiſelle,” ſaid this conſtant 
lover, © ſhould ſhare in our joy, that I am 
* come with zeal to impart to you this tranſ- 
action: I beg you to continue to us both 
© your friendſhip, which we value beyond ex- 
© preſſion.” : 5 AX 
Thus did Melicourt finiſh his ſtory. I ob- 
ferred him, during his diſcourſe, and found 
him to be worthy my charming friend, I heartily 
thanked him for his complaiſance, and I promiſed 
to contribute every thing in my power to 
promote his intereſt, which I earneſtly em- 
braced, and would certainly employ all my 


dbredit in an affair wherein I took ſo great a 


ſhare. He ſeemed ſatisfied with theſe aſſurances ; 
and to leave him no room to doubt of my being 
in earneſt, I told him I was that moment wri- 
ting to the perſon Sz. Agnes had mentioned, 
and that I hoped J ſhould know that very day if 
I might depend upon thoſe I intended to em- 
ploy. I took my pen and inſerted this requeſt 
in my letter to the Marqueſs, which I recom- 
mended in a manner the moſt prevalent to render 
it effectual. 
Dubois, whom I impatiently expected, never 
came. I could not imagine how to account for 
this delay; it was now paſt noon, and my un- 
eaſineſs became ſo manifeſtly viſible, that Meli- 
court perceiving it, aſked me the cauſe of it. 1 
could not reſiſt the defire he ſhewed of making 
ae 
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me eaſy, I thought I'faw in him a ſecond Sr. 
Agnes; b=ſides, I imagined myſelf in fo much 
danger, till I had acquainted the Marqueſs, th at 
L ought to hazard the ſecret, in order to get a 
letter delivered to my lover, on which I thought 
my ſafety depended. I could truſt Melicourt 
with the commiſſion, which he joyfully ac- 
cepted, and ptomiſed to bring me an anſwer in 
leſs than half an hour; I was overjoyed at this, 
and giving him his inſtrution:, he ſet out. 
Ought I to have expected what he brought me 
back? Oh Heaven! I tremble at this day, 
when I think on the cruel anſwer [ received... If 
any one has ſhared in the preceding perplexities. 
I have undergone, let them continue their pity 
for me; they will ſhortly ſee whether I deſerved 
it, and whether the peace and proſperity I 
actually enjoy have not been bought by all that 
is mott ſenſible to a woman, whoſe heart has 
ever been ſo tender and faithful as mine. | 
It was almoſt three in the afternoon, and no- 
Melicourt yet returned: Let any one imagine 
what I ſuffered ; a thouſand things ea ne in my 
head upon this delay; to erown my misfortune, 
Madame de Gineual entered my chamber, telling 
me the Margueſs was come, who followed her- 
in. How hard is it to affect tranquillity when 
inwardly racked with cares! and how much it 
has coſt me to accuſtem myſelf to this policy, 
ſo neceſſary in the world, which obliges one to 
be perpetually, diſguiſed! I was too much a 
Zovice in this art, to aſſume that air which cludes: 
the eve of the curious. Ihe old Marques per- 
ceived the conſtraint I was under, and aſked me- 
(with a politeneſs which fo much diltinguithes | j 


people of a certain quality) if he was not come 
at an improper time? I could not help bluſhing 
at his penetration; however, I anſwered luckily 
enough, attributing the trouble I could not hide, 
to an indiſpoſition that hung upon ne : To re- 
cover myſelf, and avoid a converſation, whereof 
© I dreaded the conſequences, I aſked his Lord- 
ſmip's leave to continue my work; this gave me 
an opportunity of looking down, for I dreaded 
to meet his eyes: Though in years, he had a 
piercing look, whichyeemed to read one's very 
thoughts. Whether it was prejudice, or fear, 
every time he looked me in the face, I imagined 
his eyes ſaid; © Ah! Jenny, Jenny, it is to no 
<«< purpoſe to hide yourſelf from me, I read the 
very motions of your heart.“ One may judge 
if I was very eaſy under ſuch an apprehenſion. 
Any body but myſelf, in theſe circumſtance 
would have foreſeen.that Melicourt might return 
with a letter, or perhaps have ſome ſecrets to 
communicate, and therefore would have abſented 
. themſelves for a moment, under pretence of 
giving orders to a ſervant. It is commonly ſaid, 
that the ſimpleſt girl has always ſenſe enough to 
manage what regards her heart; I ingenuouſly 
own myſelf not to be of that number. I thought 
the ſeaſt action would render me ſuſpected, and 
even betray me. | 
When my eyes met thoſe of the old Wargueſs, 
J caft them quickly down again in great con- 
fu'ion; methought he came only to make diſ- 
coveries, and that I was to guard againſt all that 
migh:i lay me open; upon this, I put on a formal 
| countenance ; my diſcourſe was perplexed, and 
in my agitation I often anſwered without un- 
| $4.4 deritanding, 
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derſtanding what was ſaid, or nn what E- 
_ _ anſwered. 

| The old Marqueſs, too quick-ſighted not to 
fee the diſorder I was in, curious perhaps to 
augment it, or finding out the meaning of it, 
drew near, and began 1 to be very ſweet, but in 
the moſt refined manner in the world. Madame 
de Geneval "applauded him, undoubtedly vexed, 

though willing to make her court. For my 
part, totally abſent, I ſcarce gave him an an- 
ſwer ; a forced ſmile often ſupplied the place of 
a real one. Confeſs, Madam,” ſaid the Mar- 
gueſs to Gentval playing with a ball of ſilk; 
© that the Counteſs has a complexion not to be 
matched; do you obſgrve the delicacy of her 
© features, and thoſe little dimples which form 
© themſelves when that pretty mouth is going to 
© utter the leaſt ſyllable ?" Perplexed as I was, I 
could not help ſmiling from time to'time every 
feature received its encomium; and letting none 
eſcape him, his imagination, more lively than 
could be expected for his age, ſeemed tranf- 
ported when he ſpoke of all the charms, with 


\ 


Which he flattered me. 


I was handſome, I have laid 10 before, and 1 
am ſorry | am obliged to repeat it, and to | peak 
of myſelf with leſs reſerve, than I would bps 
but I cannot give a probability to certain tranſ= 
ports, without ingenubuſly telling what gave 
them birth. The Marqueſs was "urprizing in” 
that reſpect; I was ſome time before I could ac- 
count for it, his curious looks betrayed him; 
the poſture I was in, ſhowed my breaft, not- 
withſtanding its being covered, on the lea't mo- 
us the fine turn and whitenes of it threw 
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the old gentleman into extaſies; he talked to 
me on this ſubject in expreſſions that dill not 
betray his years; and this in ſuch a manner, as 

to make an impreſſion on any one but myſelf. 
The name of father to the man J adored, 
gave the old Marqueſs ſuch an influence over 
me, and I] had conceived ſuch reſpect for him, 
both through fear, and my regard for his ſon, 
that I had not courage to contradict ſeveral ex- 
preſſtons, I ſhould certainly have interrupted, 
but on theſe motives. I cannot tell what the 
old courtier thought, but to me it did not ſeem 
that my condeſcenſion gave him room to exceed 
the bounds of a certain decency. His politenefs 
gave me a great pleaſure, and kept me in coun- 
tenance. Geneval was quite otherwiſe; every 
trifle made her familiar, and if I had not be- 
haved with a ſerious air in her regard, her little 
fooleries, and the liberty which ſhe would have 
taken, might have encouraged the Margueſs to 
exceed the limits my diſcretion had preſcribed to 
the complaiſance I thought myſelf obliged to 
fhew him. But I had not the ſame regard for 
her, when leaning over my work, and pretend» 
ing to romp, ſhe had maliciouſly removed the 
handkerchief which covered my breaſt, and oc- 
caſioned great ſprightlineſs from the AZargueſs ; 
I gave them both fo ſevere a look, that it was 
ealy to comprehend I was not to be jeſted with 
too far, nor of a tempes to ſuffer ſuch ſort of 
behaviour. The air I put on made the fargueſs 
reaſſume that reſpect fur me he thought my due; 
and from that time, on all occaſions, he never 
forgot himſelf: So true it is, that a virtuous 
woman may keep men at a diſtance if The pleaſes; 
Js. Whenever 
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whenever they behave otherwiſe, ſhe can only 


blame herſelf for her want of reſerve. Men 


endeavour to divert us, and, under that pre- 
tence, take tob great freedoms. Unhappy is 
that young woman, who defends herſelf in 
mirth ; ſhe muſt loſe ground. Seriouſneſs is the 


ſhield of virtue; thoſe are wiſe, who know how 


to employ it in a proper manner. PIES 
Another thing againſt which young women 
ought to be upon their guard, is their own ſex, 


and above all, never to contract a friendſhip with _ 


any woman, unleſs they be very ſure of her 
character. The commerce of too familiar a 
ſhe· friend, is often more dangerous than that of 
the moſt enterprizing man. And why? becauſe 
one is aware of a lover, whoſe vivacity and too 
great freedoms proclaim his deſigns; whereas 
one reſigns one's-ſelf up with confidence to a 
ſhe friend, who paſſes for ſuch; the great ſecret 
never to become their prey, is to break off all 


commerce with ſuch, who, under pretence of 


friendſhip, communicate certain ſecrets, or who 
artfully enter into dangerous particulars. It is 
fo far from being an advantage for a young Wo- 
man to be informed from the knowledge of 
another, for ſatisfying an inqu ſitive curioſity, to 
which they are unhappily inclined from the time 
they begin to know themſelves, that ſhe ought 
to avoid all that gives light into certain things. 


Curiolity is a rock fatal to virtue. I cannot re- 


peat it too often: Young women who have a. 


mind to know, are not long before they practiſe. 


| 1 began to grow very uneaſy at the eagerneſs 
of the old Marqueſs, and Genzwal's tooltth talk, 


who, to pleate him, perſuſted in flattering his 


ſrenzy, 


2 
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frenzy, when Melicourt thinking me alone, and 
who knew I expected him with impatience, en- 
- tered without ſending in his name, with a letter 
in his hand. I turned pale, and, eonfounded as 
F was, could ſcarce riſe to receive him. 

The old Margueſs, obſerving me, eaſily ſaw 
the trouble I was in; he took no notice of it, 
but got up and returned a bow to St. Agnes's 
lover, who judging him, by the marks of diſ- 
tinction he wore, to be a man of quality, was 
very reſpectful. Madame de Geneval, who had 
never ſeen Melicourt before, and who imagined 
dy the little ceremony which I uſed with him, 

that it was ſome old acquaintance, (not being 
able to diftinguiſh that it proceeded from my 
perplexity), afked me in my ear, if the gentle- 
man was a relation, or my countryman ? I an- 
fwered without reflection, Ves. By alt 
© means then* continued ſhe in a low voice, but 
deſigned to be heard, © we muſt keep him to 
© ſupper.' I anſwered this nonſenſe {pardon the 
expreſſion), with ſilence. We. were all ſeated 
again; the old Marguefs and Melicourt were en- 
tered into converſation. As this young country 
gentleman had a great deal of wit, he acquitted 
himſelf ſo as to deſerve applauſe. Melicourt, 
who had his own affair as much at heart as mine, 
recounted the hiſtory of his miſtreſs from one 
end to the other, and that with a view, without 
doubt, to intereſt the Margueſs in his favour ; 
who, as he ſougbt on all occations of being ac- 
quainted with me, and perhaps of pleaſing me, 
turned and afked if J intereſted myſelf in the 
affair of the beautiful Nun? I was too much her 
friend to hefitate in my anſwer. * Well, then, 
. Madam,“ 
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Madam, oried the Afargneſs, I promiſe 


©. my good offices; I am an intimate friend of 
« Minfieur de „ Who has great intereſt in 
« affairs of this nature.“ Sir,“ continued he, 
addrefling himſelf to MHelicourt, © pleaſe to take 
© the trouble of ſending me an exact memorial 
| © of the affair, and I will certainly give this 
© lady a good account of it. 

] thanked the old Margueſs with an air of 
earneſtneſs, which convinced him how warml 
I eſpouſed my friend's cauſe. Courtiers take al 
opportunities of commending; I received, 
upon this ſubject, a compliment on my good 
nature. Mel icourt joined with him, and as the 
converſation rolled upon this topic, I was lefs 
uneaſy than before. Nevertheleſs the old Mar- 
queſs's viſit began to grow troubleſome, I could 
think of no artifice to get rid of him. I was 
extremely impatient to hear from his fon. Me- 
licourt had undoubtedly ſome news for me. 
How diſagreeable it is to be under conſtraint in 
the like caſe! Nobody could ſuffer more than I 
did; but patience was my only remedy, not 
being yet come to the end of my troubles. 

y good and very ſimple aunt, who, by ex- 
treme good luck, happened to be in my anti- 
chamber, and whom I had ordered to let noboty 
in without giving me notice, a thing however 
ſhe had quite forgot as to Melicourt, remember- 
ed it then, and came to tell me there was a 
gentleman who had dined with me, deſired to 
ſee me. I could not help bluſhing, upon re- 
flection, fearing ſome untoward accident; I 
got up and went out, excuſing myſelf to the 
company. It was St. Fah a moment later he 

bad 
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had. entered. t Ah Heavens bh whe 1 
„hat was you going to dot Fly, the eld 
*« Margucſs is here.“ Good God ! who 
* would . have thought it?” replied the 
Count : © His being here is very unſeaſonable; I 
© have a thouſand things 0 fon to you; I will: 
© bruſh off; try to ſhorten he viſit, J will re- 
© turn as ſoon as my uncle is gone.“ What: 
„ news from the Marqueſs *” * ſaid I to him, 
conducting him to the door, Mad, anſwered» 
. Fol ——Whilt the Count. was ſpeaking 
and opening the door, ſomebody knocked. 
was more dead than alive. Perhaps it is your 
« coulin,”” cried I, for who elfe can come to. 
„ ſee me? If it is he, added], © let him be- 
« gone.” Fou need not fear that, con- 
tinued Sz. Fal, it is certainly not him; I wiſh. 
© to God it were! We would find ways enough. 
© to hide him from his father.” © What do you: 
. mean?“ replied I confounded ; © What i is 
«+ the matter?“ Ft. Falhad not time toreply, they 
knocked again. I bethought myſelf of putting 
him into the kitchen, to wait whilſt the door- 
was opened, whither he went. As for myſelf, 
who have always: been fearful, and being other- 
wiſe moved. with what &,. Fal had juſt ſaid to» 
me, | went into my apartment, and ordered. 
Barbara to open the door. I had ſcarce any- 
life in me, and fat down to my work in io much 
diſorder, that might eaſily be obſerved. | 
The old Marqueſs taking but too much no- 
tice of it, whiſpered in my ear with an air of 
timacy, to know it any body had made me 
uneaſy, or if any private reaſon had occaſioned. 
my trouble, offering his ſervice, in caſe he. 
- were lo happy, Lat 1 ſhould have any occaſion 
to 
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to make uſe of it, I was going to anſwer, 
when Barbara brought in word of the Duke 
de being there; How unfortunate am I 
ſaid I to myſelf, and riſing to receive him. Is it 


flible that vexations ſhould thus ſpring up on 
all fides? I received him, notwithſtanding the 


compliment this Lord made tne, without appear- 


ing uneaſy. We had all taken our ſeats, and 
the diſcourſe began to roll on the raillery the 
young Due beſtowed on the Margugſis taſte 


and regard for handſome women; when Bar- 5 


bara entered my chamber in a fright, crying, 
„ Thieves,” We all of us got up; I could 
not gueſs at the cauſe of her fears, I aſked her 
in great apprehenſion, what thieves ſhe meant? 
«© In the name of God, Madam,” cried ſhe, 
e deſire theſe gentlemen to be ſo charitable as 
„to go into the kitchen; perhaps he that went 
& down juſt now was not alone, for he looked 
© as bold as if he feared nobody.“ 

Though I was much concerned to find that 
St. Fal's going out of the kitchen, where I had 
deſired him to wait, and of which Barbara was 
entirely ignorant, had occaſioned her outeries; 
notwith.tanding my uneaſineſs, | ſay, her miſ- 
take made me ſmile to myſelf. I was under 
neceſſity, nevertheleſs, to affect a ſeeming terror, 
in order to give no umbrage. As I did not play 
my. part ill, neither the young Dube, nor the 
Margu 72 would ſuffer me to ſtir, but went 
wita Malicourt and Barbara to ſearch the apart- 
ment, not a hole or corner eſcaped my credulous 
aunt. During tnis ſcrutiny, a glove with a 
gold frinze was diſcovered ;-the Duke laid hold 
of it, and returned to me in triumpn. Faith, 

7 | Madam, 


| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Madam, ſaid he with a ſmile, this thief is 
certainly a beau, and ought to be pardoned for 
© theſake of the glove. I trembled for fear 
it ſhould. be known; it belonged to Sr, Fal, 
Who had dropped it; luckily no notice was taken. 
The Dake, pleaſant as he was, and 2 to 


divert me, was very merry on the ſubject of 
the thief and the glove; he bantered Bar- 
bara, pretending to believe ſhe had other reaſons 
for crying out ; he affirmed with a grave face, 
which ſet the company a laughing, that the 
* perſon who made his eſcape, was certainly an 
* humble ſervant ; adding, that if my chamber- 
© maid (as he was pleaſed to call her) would 
* own the truth, we ſhould be convinced he was 
not miſtaken,” | 
The tone in which this banter was uttered, 
and the figure of my poor aunt affording a hu- 
mourous contraſt to. the imputation, enlivened 
the converſation to that degree, that I was vexed 
to be obliged to laugh, when in reality I had fo 
little reaſon, But | was ſoon puniſhed. Word 
was brought the Margueſs, that his time for be- 
ing at Court drew on. I could diſcover by the 
| Dukes's countenance, that he would willingly 
have ſtaid with me; but as I had not the ſame 
reaſons for obliging him as I had in regard of the old 
Margucſi, | had courage enough to declare my 
intention of writing a letter, not to loſe the op- 
Portunity of H. de Meicourt, who was fo 
obliging as to take that troutle. This feint 
ſuccedeed ; the Duke and the Margueſs took their 
leave, proteſting they had not been ſo agreeably 
diverted a long time. I appeared obliged by 
their civilities, though in my heart 1 * 
3 | Wilhed 
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wiſhed it were the laſt time I ſhould receive the 
like from either of them. | 

The moment Melicourt and Loi alone, I 
aſked with great earneſtneſs for the Marqueſs's 
letter. I am afraid, replied he, giving the 
letter, you will not be pleaſed with it, I think 
< myſelf very unfortunate to have ſerved you ſo ill 
* the firſt time. This preamble made me ſhud- 
der, and open the paper in a hurry ; the con- 
tents were as follow: _ 


Am fupriſed Mademoiſelle, that you | could 
tate the trouble of giving me an accouni f 20 | 
1 which I have no right to expect = 
regard for you was too great to die Ts of the 
crvidities which ſeem due to the * Is merit A 
the Duke de I he should have the 
fame defigns' as I bad, the ati faction of having 
2 the firſt band to making ye ortune, at 
, is mine. Tam far from — my own 
much more from comp ain- 


en this occaſzon, 
ing. ' The fac: ifice would nit be complete,” and re- 
proaches till more unſeaſonable, conſidering the 
detic.c of ſentiments on which ] value my- 
I Jelf. You received the Duke's viſit, you were at 

the play together, becauſe you thought it depended on 
yourjelf'; taſte muſt not be diſputed. I wish you, 
Mademoiſelle, greater happineſs than myſelf, and 
shall be careful not to d4:ſturb your new eng gements 
by a preſence equally. diſagreeable io you, as un- 
profitable to myſelf. This is all, Farewel for 


der. 


The Marqueſs of L. V. 
Juſt 
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“ Juſt Heavens!” cried I, burſting into tears 
after reading the letter, can any one be ſo un- 


juſt? Can ſo much love be paid with ſuch in- 


«© gratitude? Cruel man !”” cried I, caſting a 
melancholy look on the fatal letter, how have 
** 1 deſerved to be made fo unhappy !”” St. Fal 
entered as I was ſpeaking, much moved at my 
condition. Ah! Mademsiſelle, cried he look- 
ing ſtrangely on Melicourt, whom he did not 
know, * mitigate your grief, it will be ſoon 
over; pardon the author, his fault is} owing 


A to the exceſs of his paſſion.“ “ No, my 
Lord,“ anſwered I, © he loves me not, nor 
ever did. He ought to know me; but ſince 


* he doubts my conſtancy, I will give him a 
*© convincing proof. In the name of all that is 
4 dear, afliit me in flying from a climate I de- 
© telt. Alas! I ought to have dreaded it. 
Fool that I was, continued [I lifting up my 
eyes, © dear St.] Agnes, when I left you! 
Why did I not follow the diſcreet Lindamine? 
* Why did I not make my eſcape ? My heart 
* would now have been at eaſe ; I ſhould have 
** learnt by degrees to wean my affections from 


© the world; and if I muit have been 3 


© ſuſpeftcd, and no longer beloved at lea 

te through cuſtom, I might have found my 
* comfort in ſeeking a better world. See the 
fruits, or rather the puniſhment of the errors 


of headitrong youth. Ah ! Adargueſs, Ma. 


gueſs, was tnis blow reſerved for my hvely 
tenderneis in your tegard? I loſe you, you 
7% fly me; I am noching! Pardon, dear 
lover, the vexations | have given you, and 
2+ my unhappineſs in_diſplealing you; your re- 

| eng 
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cc venge ſhall be ample, regret ſhall end my 


6s hifec” Tho 

St. Fal, always tender and exquiſite in his ſen- 
timents, behaved with his uſual generoſity. In- 
ſtead of taking this advantage in behalf of his 
own paſſion, he exerted himſelf in favour of his 
kinſman, «nd endeavoured to ſupport my af- 
fection for him, of which my extreme grief 
was, alas! too plain a proof. Two days, for 
ſo long my tranſports continued, did he purfue 
the diQates of that noble diſintereſtedneſs he 


profeſſed to cultivate for Melicourt. had whoaffairs 


on his hands, employed his leiſure hours in pacifying 
me, but all in vain, death was the object of my 
hopes. The Margueſs appeared no more; at 
laſt they owned he was gone to join his regi- 


ment in Germany, where the war was broke out. 
How cruelly was I alarmed at this news! I 
would ſee nobody. St. Fal, the complai- 


ſant St. Fal, exhauſted to no purpoſe his whole 
ſtock of good nature; I could ſcarce bear with 
bim; the old arqu-ſs was the only one I did 


not dare refuſe, on account of that aſcendant 


I have mentioned elſewhere ; but l was ſo mee 


lancholy, that if he had not gueſſed the reaſon, 
he muit neceſſarily have diſcerned an alteration 


in me; yet he was complaiſant enough to fuit 
himſelf ro my humour. As for the Duke, he 
was quiteat a nogplus, I havinggiven him a very 


cold reception the next day, though he brought 


me a handſome gratification he had obtained for 
me, and which occaſioned a ſad miſtake, as I 
ſhall relate afterwards, I explained myſelf with 
fo much reſolution on the ſnbjeQ of his viſits, 


chat he durſt ſeldom appear, WW 
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his eaſy behaviour; a ftrong proof of a wo- 
man's power when beloved; her tyranny knows 

no bounds, and' it 1s ſubmitted to the more ſer- 
vilely, as a dread of diſpleaſing is the very found- 
ation of her empire, The Duke, the old Mar- 
gueſs, and tender St. Fal, were all in this ſitua- 
tion, and the more to be pitied, as their paſſion 
met with no encouragement. 

Eight days paſſed on without coming to any 

reſolution ; ſometimes I was for ſhutting my- 
ſelf up in a monaſtery, at other times I thought 
of going home, and throwing myſelf at my fa- 
ther and mother's feet, to puniſh what I then 
called an error, by returning to my primitive 
mean condition; 3 frequently I 'was upon the 
Point of owning myſelf to my aunt ; nothing 
but my vanity prevented me. In fine; on the 
ninth day I wrote to Sr. Fal, deſiring he would 
eome to me immediately. My reſolution was 
fixed. Alas! how' many tears were ſhed ! but 
virtue remained triumphant. I was determined 
to throw myſelf into a cloiſter, and employ the 
repeated proffers t. Ful had ſo often made of 
ſerving me, to he received a Nun, on which I 
was abſolutely: bent. How little do women, at 
the age I' then was, know - themſelves! how 
cautious ought they to be, when drove pre- 
oipitately into any fiate of life! Oftentimes their 
- weakneſs hurries chem into extremes; a love- 
quarrel, the inconildtey of an admirer, miſleads 
their mind, or rather judgment. Thus intoxi- 
coated, a young. woman takes a reſolution, and 
* either marries # rival for whom ſhe has no reliſh, 
or becomes a Nuß without a vocation, And 


7 is the conſequence? The eloud * 
e 
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ſhe comes to herſelf, and looks back with horror 
on the ſtep ſhe has taken, the ſtate in which ſhe 
is engaged; grief and tears the only remedy 
left; death is called upon, but to youth its ap- 
proaches are but ſlow, and is a thouſand times 
undergone before it comes. Theſe reflections 
are pardonable; I write for my own ſex, as I 
declared from the beginning, and. cannot too 
much inculcate, that virtue ought to be their 
only aim; where this is the caſe, they run none 
of thoſe hazards I mention ; it preſerves them, 
becauſe it never expoſes its followers, 

St. Fal was too aſſi duous not to fly at my 
ſummons. The moment he appeared: © Come, 
e my Lord,” faid I, © crown the work you 
e have begun; you are the only perſon I rely 
« upon. May [ flatter myſelf I am not de- 
« ceived?” Can you queſtion my ſincerity?ꝰ 
replied he, with an air that proved it; Speak, 
charming Jenny, nothing appears impoſſible to 
© the zeal I have for your ſervice. Would you 
© have me overtake the Marques, reproach him 
© for his injuſtice, force him ? No,“ 
anſwered . with greater tranquillity than he 
could expect; your kinſman's eyes are opened, 
love had blinded him; he now ſees the great 
« diſtance between us, he bluſhes at his own 
© weakneſs, and will atone for it by abandoning 
cc me. He is too dear for me to blame his 
« behaviour, which needs not have been fo 
ce harſh ; but reſpect even his ſeverities. Let 
& us fay no more on this ſubject, dear Count, 
continued I, unable to reſtrain my tears; © thoſe 
& happy moments, wherein I indulged fo flatter- 
ing an illuſion, muſt be forgot, and amends 

made 
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« made by a more regular conduct, for the 
« allies into which a fooliſh paſſion hurried me. 
& My deſign is to throw myſelf into a convent, 
cc and there, in the loweſt ſtation, humble that 
« vanity I have too much encouraged: Heaven, 
in pity of my youth, I may ſay innocence, 
„will give me ſtrength to break through my 
«© bonds; my conſtant prayer will be, to free 
« my heart from the image too deeply engraved 
© there; my tears, continually poured out be- 
e fore its altars, will prevail perhaps, and ob- 
ce tain for me that peace, from which at preſent 
« ] am, alas! much eſtranged.“ 7 | 
This was uttered with ſuch abundance of 
tears, that the compaſſionate Sr. Fal was moved 
to ſympathize with me. After repeating how 
large a ſhare he bore in my affliction, he remon- 
ſtrated in the moſt lively manner, how unreaſon- 
able ſuch a conduct. would be, and the danger I 
ſhould incur of being miſerable for life. He 
artful'y inſinuated, ſuch a ftate did not ſuit my 
temper, that I ſhould no fooner make my vows, 
but deſpair would be the conſequence. He drew 
alively picture of a Nun without a vocation, em- 
phatically pointed out the tortures ariſing from a 
diſtaſte to her way of life, her ſubjeQion and 
humiliation increaſing every day; he even intro- 
duced the article of falvation, and ſeemed to 
doubt it, after ſo much pains employed to ſecure 
it; in fine, he taiked like one infpired, and if 
he did not ſhake my reſolution, he gave me at 
leaſt great uneafineſs. | | 
St. Fal had his motives for exerting himſelf 
| againſt my retreat; he ſtill had hopes, which 
made it natural enough. From the vexations 
„75 11 o S and 
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and dangers he had repreſented, he turned to a 
propoſal of a middle ſtate, a kind of retreat 
without renouncing the world entirely. * Why 
© ſhould any one,” ſaid he, become a ſlave, 
* that may live in a ſtate of independence ? A 
* cloiſter is a ſure refuge for perſons that are 
* timorous, or liable to trip; they are highly to 
* be commended for ſhutting themſelves up, 
and cutting off all occaſions of lin. But you, 
© charming Jenny, whole mind is formed, and 
© whoſe morals are the dictates of the ſtricteſt 
© virtue, to what purpoſe ſhould you arm your- 
© ſelf againſt imaginary dangers, and lay a con- 
© ftraint on a temper never deſigned to be buried 
© in aconvent? At preſent you have an irkſome 
© difreliſh for the world: Well, make yourſelf 
* eaſy 3 but do not irrevocably renounce it, left 
* ſo haſty a determination ſhould change, and 
then you need not repent in vain. ' Nobody 
* can hinder you from living retired: Goto 
© another part, you need only pretend a journey, 
* take a borrowed name, and ſee no company : 
Of my own accord, I will baniſh myſelf from 
© your retirement, though never fo inviting by 
your preſence. How do you know, lovely 
* Jenny, but in alittle time, the Marqueſs, diſ- 
g covering his own injuſtice, may come and 
< proteſt at your feet * Ah! though he 
„ ſhould change his mind,” replied I interrupt- 
ing, and ſhould return, I never will behold 
** more a man that was capable of ſuſpeQing 
= No, Count, though [I love the ingrate, 
even more than my life, yet in vain would he 
e ſeek to ſee me again. I repeat it, nothing 
« can alter my mind on this article; my re- 
Vor. II. M „ ſolution 
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7 

Inſtead of contradicting me, St. Fal ſeemed 
to come into my meaſures ; he agreed with me, 
that his kinſman deſerved I ſhould act with ra- 
ſolution, but ſtill inſiſted on the manner of re- 
gulating my conduct in leaving him. Your 
© imagination, charming Jenny, ſaid he, is 
©; lively, and your heart has too-much of the 
©. ſame quality, to remain in à ſtate of indif- 
© ference, if I could ſuppoſe ſuch a thing, after 
© ſo tender a paſſion; your heart will carry the 
© day, it is made for love, and will always love. 
© Would to Heaven, in changing its object, it 
© may be remembered that you have an admirer,” 
The Count was doubtleſs going to ſpeak of him- 
ſelf, when my,aunt lighted a perſon into the 
room, which I preſently knew to be the young 
Duke. ** Pray, Madam, ſaid ſhe, ** do not 
« be angry; i refuſed to let his Highneſs” for. 
ſo ſhe ſtikad all that were. richly dreſſed ; © come: 
„up, but he ſaid he muſt ſpeak. with you about 
4% buſineſs, that would admit of no delay.“ I 
roſe to receive this viſit, unſeaſonable as it was; 
my eyes ſhewed plainly I had been crying. 
Good God!“ cried the, Duke, placing me in 
chair; are you already acquainted with the 
affair which brought me hither? By the trouble 
© you are in, I have no room to doubt it. But 
© really, Madam, you need not be very unealy ; 

© you have friends who will give convincing 
© proofs of their regard. Do not queſtion it, 
Madam; St. Fal knows how earneſtly I pro- 


© mote the intereſts I have once eſpouſed.” 
| This 


KR 
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This diſcourſe ſurprized me. What can poſſibly 
have happened, ſaid I to myſelf, that requires 
aſſiſtance? I hid my perplexity as much as poſſi> 
ble; I durſt not own my ignorance, leſt the 
Duke ſhould enquire the occaſion of my tears. 1 


employed a ſtratagem, beſeeching him to relate 


the affair, as if I had heard nothing of it, that 
by putting the ſeveral accounts together, I might 
the better judge what was to be done. It is a 


© trifle,” ſaid he, and ought not to alarm you; 


c ſuch affairs are frequent here, and a proper 
© turn will ſet all to rights. It is true, the 
affair, upon ſecond thoughts, might prove 
© troubleſome to any one elſe, Madam; but 
this is not the caſe, there will be nothing got 
* by-moleſting you; for the Margueſs of L. V. 
St. Fal, and I, are not perſons to ſuffer any 
thing of that nature. I will lay a wager the . 
* Count is of the ſame opinion,” 

All this ſerved only to increaſe my uneaſineſa, 
and raiſe my curioſity; St. Fal, who ſaw what 
I would be at, and was an intimate friend of the 
Dake's, purſued my thoughts, and aſked him, 
if he had taken an oath to perplex me,. in 
making me wait ſo long for the particulars. 
© God forbid,” replied the Duke, ſeating him- 
ſelf; © but 1 judged it proper to put the lady in 
good heart: This is the fact; others may 
© have related it differently, but what I am goe 
ing to ſay may be depended on, I have it from 


© the fountain head. 


About two hours ago, a woman, much 
© about your age, though not ſo handſome, fol- 
* lowed by a man, ſent your name in to me juſt 
© as dinner was over; I had company with De, 

M 2 s but 
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© but imagining it muſt have been you, Ma- 


dam, [| roſe immediately from table to receive 
* you; how was fſurpriſed to find myſelf miſ- 
en Vou are not the only one, ſaid this 


Counteſs des Roc les, that have expreſſed their 
I know not, has taken my name, makes you 


given my huſband out for dead; whom I have 
brought to wait on you, and on that conſi- 
deration has received ſome favours from the 


EF 


Dube, how much J was ſurpriſed at this pre- 
perplex me very mech [ I am at a loſs what to 


yourſelf. to me under the name of a per- 
fon for whom I have a great reſpect, and know 
perfectly well: Upon this the Count des Roches 
ſpoke, and in a polite manner told me, he did 
not doubt but the perſon, for whom J intereſted. 
myſelf, was of the ſame name, and that in the 
King's armies there were ſeveral more; but 
what moſt ſurprized him was, that though he 
proved himſelf, by a perſonal appearance, to 
be alive, people would have him to he dead, at 
leaſt till an account could be had from his regi- 
ment, to which letters had been ſent, as he 


in the mean time, he was given to r 
that his commiſſion was diſpoſed of, and that 
* though what he affirmed ſhould prave true, 


* yeh} without great difficulty, things could bot , 
pas 


e eee ee I ESO WO SY 


aſtoniſhment at ſeeing me; your prejudice in 
favour of a woman, who, upon what account 


wonder that I ſhould diſpute that title with 
her, and complain that ſhe; has very gravely 


Court. You may imagine, continued the 


amble: Good God, ſaid I to the woman, you 


17 of the confidence you ſhew, in addreſs- 


was informed, in order to diſcuſs the affair; 
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' ® he altered. The Count added, that he was 


* the more incenſed againſt the perſon who had 


8 him this trick, for that he came to 
c 


ourt in order to fclicit a gratification, which 
© he had occaſion for, being obliged to drink the 


waters, but could not now hope to ſucceed, 


© ſince ſuch a favour had been granted to another 


' © perſon. He concluded with beſeeching me 
not to take it ill, if he applied himſelf io the 
War office, which he had not as yet done, 


1 knowing [ intereſted myſelf in favour of the 
fictitious or real Counteſs des Roches offering 


G 6 « 


at the ſame time to deliſt, if i had reaſons for 
the adventure's not being talked of, being 2ſ- 
ſured my intereſt could eaſily prevent his being 
a ſufferer in the affair.” 

While the Date was giving this detail, St. Fal 
bit his nails, and ſeemed to be in a deep ſtudy. 


For my part ] was all in a maze, and fancied 
nobody ever met with ſuch extraordinary ad- 
ventures except myſelf. The Duke continued his 


diſcovrfe in the following manner: 
© You cannot queſtion, Madam,” ſaid he, 


booking ſtedfaſtly on me, but his requeſt per- 


© plexel me very much. I thought my anſwer 
© would be of ſuch conſequence, that it would 


© be proper to defer it till to-morrow, The 


— — 


© officer retired, profeſſing to obſerve my com- 


© mands; and I am come, Madam, to know 
© how you would have me behave in the affair. 


© Ridiculous it is, I own, but we ſhalf be 


© obliged to prove at the office, that no fraud 


1 has been employed, and that though the 


— gentleman and his wife are of the fame - name, 


« you are {till the perſon 1 — in the me- 


M 3 morial. 
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* morial preſented in your behalf. To put the 
© thing paſt diſpute, all you have to do is, to 
give in the place where your huſband died, that 
* enquiry may be made, and you acknowledged 
© the real widow of the Count des Rac hes. 

St. Fal, who perceived the anxiety into which 
this diſcourſe plunged me, and of which, in 
truth, he was the cauſe for want of foreſight, 
anſwered in a bantering tone, which much ſur- 


z 


Þriſed me, that the affair would be ſoon 


cleared up; that this Count and Counteſs des 
4 Roches were in all probability impoſtors, who 
dgeſigned by their contrivance to pick ſome- 


40 40 pocket, and that in two hours time 1 
d 


© cou 


bring ſufficient proofs who I was; but 


& at preſent urgent buſineſs, though out of good 


* breeding I did not tell him as much, obliged 
« me to go out.” Good God l' cried the 


Duke, interrupting him; the lady is much to 
© blame, if ſhe uſes the leaſt ceremony with 


© me; ſhe knows I am entirely devoted to her, 
© and ſhould be extremely concerned to lay the 
© leaſt reſtraint on her; on the contrary, I ſhould 
© think myſelf very happy if ſhe took the free- 


dom to refuſe ſeeing me, as often as I am un- 


© feaſonable in my viſits. I judged from what 
St. Fal ſaid, that he uſed this contrivance in 
order to talk with me alone ; upon this I ſeconded 


him in a very polite manner, that the Dude 
might not imagine I was at a loſs. He came 
im. nediately to a reſolution, and went away 


with the Count, who ſet him the example, giving 
me a wink that he would be with me imme- 
diately; in fine, I was left alone, if one * 
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be ſaid to be ſo with a hundred reflections, one 
more vexatieus than another. 
So many croſſes, without intermiſſion, over- 
+ whelmed me to that degree, that J was quite 
ſtupified. St. Ful returned as my tears began to 
find a paſſage. It was high time, being alinoſt 
choaked. I am come, lovely Jenny, cried the 
Count, to ſhew my grief at your feet, for 
© what my imprudence has occaſioned: I never 
© imagined ſuch a uſe would be made of it, as 
© I find, by the Duke, has been done; had 1 
© known what he was about, when he ſelicited 
© that unlucky gratification, I ſhould have pre- 
© vented his good intentions, and foreſeen the 
© conſequences.” *© The miſchief is done,”* 
2 anſwered I, obliging him to riſe ; “and you 
a. are far Jeſs the cauſe, than that cruel deſtiny 
© which purſues me; but our time is too pre- 
© cious to be thrown away in this manner. 
©. You ſee there are a hundred reaſons to one 
for my making off; give me this laſt mark 
of your friendſhip, not to forſake me till I 
am ſettled in a monaſtery.” © I amready to 
© obey you, replied St. Ful with a ſigh ; © but 
© if you would be ruled by me,. and you ought, 
5 © confidering. the perplexity you are in; I will 
1 © place you ſo as to be ſecure from all alarms, 
] © or at leaſt have the ſatisfaction of being your 
© own. miſtreſs.” I exclaimed bitterly againſt 
this propoſal, telling him, that the ſad ex- 
4 perience 1 had hitherto. had, of being left to 
« myſelf, prevented my making a ſecond trial, 
<<. perhaps more fatal than the firſt.“ 
St. Fal oppoſed my reſolution but faintly. z he 


remonſtrated however, that till a convent was 
M 4 pitched: 
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pitched upon, I muſt retire ſomewhere. This I 
thought reaſonable enough, and the more, as he 
obſerved to me, that till I took the vell, I 
ſhould be upon the footing of a penſioner, and 
that my effects, which he would take care ſhould 
be brought, would be a credit to me, and pro- 
cure me a more favourable reception. How 
great a maſter was this amiable fr.end in the art 
of perſuaſion! He intereſted my vanity, and 
fixed my eye imperceptibly on the advantages a 
perſon. receives who comes well equipped to a 
monaſtery. It is true, theſe things made no 
very deep impreſſion, yet they had their effect. 
Pride will always exert itſelf, no age nor cha- 
_ Tater is proof againſt it, and experience teaches 
us, that through oſtentation it will ſubſiſt in the 
grave itſelf. ET, 15 

Our conſultation laſted an hour, when it was 
reſolved I ſhould nbt go away till the next 
morning; and in order to deceive La Geneval, 
 wiom we had all the reaſon in the world to 
miſtruſt, we agreed St. Fal ſhould tell her, that 
being too much ſtraitened for room, I had taken 
a houfe that was empty, and ſhould furniſh it 
directly for my reception. We took this pre- 
caution, left in her frequent conferences with the 
old Marqueſs, ſhe ſhould give him ſome light 
that would put him upon his guard, in caſe he 
diſſembled with me. I could not forbear ſuſpect- 
Ing as much. I could read in his eyes, every 
time he look at me, a ſecret deſign, which never 
failed of making me uneaſy. Jo be a woman 
and ſubile, is much the ſame. Simplicity is 
ſeldom found after twenty: Nay, thirteen has 
produced as artful women as ever thirty * 

R | t 


© The Fortunate Country Maid. 249 


"But no more of that, I may perhaps be miſſaken 
with the reſt of the world; where reputation is 
concerned, too much precaution cannot be em- 
ployed. If prejudice is too haſty, equity ought 
to fuſpend the ſentence, till a rigorous examin- 
ation be made. 1 5 
Every thing concerted was put in execution. 
The furniture was taken down early next morne 
ing; but, inſtead of ſending it to the place in- 
timated to La Geneval, one of the Count's ſer- 
vants conveyed it to Paris, on carriages hired 
for that purpoſe: X | e 
About an hour before my departure I ſent for 
Melicourt, and acquainted him with my journey, 
and the motives which induced me to undertake: 
it, promiſing to write a direction to him as ſoon 
as I was fixed, that he might find me out. He: 
was ſenſible of my regard, and aſſured me, that 
at his return he would not fail to wait on me, 
He informed me, his affairs were in a fair way, 
and that before. the end of the month he hoped: 
St. Agnes would be. releaſed from her vows. I. 
congratulated with him very ſincerely on the oc- 
caſion, and told. him, I. intended. to write to 
that dear friend, as ſoon as my troubles would 
permit, begging that, in the mean time, he would: 
inform her nobady. had a. greater value for. her 
than myſelf. 5 x 
Secret undertakings are generally attended}; 
with diſagreeable accidents. I was got into a 
zoſt-chaiſe provided by St. Fal, in order to join 
1 for he ſet out firſt, and was thanking. 
Heaven that I had made my eſcape without any 
obſtacle; when, turning towards the great alley, 


E paſſed cloſe by the od Marqueſs, who was: 
| M 5. coming: 
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coming in his coach from Paris. I turned pate 
at the ſight of him, being convinced he knew 
me by his earneſt look, and a ſmile. What he 
diſcovered in my countenance [| knew not. I pre- 
ſently loſt fight of him. My chaiſe went ata 
great rate, and I flattered myfelf that my fear 
was. the worlt of the adventure. | 
As ſhort as my journey was, it afforded time 
for reflections; I began, through cuſtom, to 
bear much better the continual croffes which 
befell me, than the JZargue/3's incanſtancy. He 
no longer loves me, cried | to myſelf he 
abandons me to my own deſtiny. Fatal paſſion; 
why did I ſuffer thee to gain fo cruel a fway in 
my breaſt? Why cannot I tear it from me? 1 
am told I was made of love, why then can I not 
reward the aſſiduĩty of the politeſt and maſt com- 
aiſant man in the world? Purſuing this thought, 
felf-love made me- reflet how happy I ſhould be, 
if I could bring myſelf to do juſtice to the 
Cum 's merit: I repreſented him to myſelf with 
that eaſy generous air, with which the ſervices 
he did me were accompanied ; his agreeable and 
engaging perſon was not forgot; J could not but 
admire his diſintereſtedneſs and noble behaviour; 
a ſigh enſued; methought F endeavoured to per- 
fuade myfelf to do him juftice. When I drew 
a parallel between him and the Margueſas, the 
one ſeemed an unprateful, the other a tender and 
conſtant lover, Such were my thoughts when 
he appeared at the end of the Court, where he 
waited for me in a livery coach, a precaution he 
uſed to prevent the place, to which I was going, 

from being diſcovered, 
us I was 
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I was ſo taken up with the notions juſt now 
mentioned, that I received him with a far dif- 
ferent countenance than formerly; my expreſ- 
fions even exceeded what he uſually met with 
from me. His behaviour, inſtead of making me- 
ſenſible of my giving a handle to.it, plunged 
me deeper into the illuſion, which roſe from my 
troubled mind. I talked of the apartment he 
had hired for me, as. familiarly as if he was my 
entire confident. He informed me that till the 
furniture for a handſome apartment was fitted' 
up, I muſt go into an ZZeel ready furniſhed, 
where I ſhould be commodiouſly fituated. I 
thanked him in the moſt obliging manner, for 
the pains he had taken. in ſerving me. Alas, 
this was cruelty. My carriage ſerved only to. 
renew the wound the caprice of love, rather 
than my charms, had made in his heart, and 
which reaſon perhaps might have healed in time. 
The ſpouſe, dearer to me than life, exouſes this 
generous pity. Can any one refuſe it to a. 

rſon whoſe conduct truly deſerved: it? 

The Count and I ſupped together; I was very 
chearful, and he overjoyed to obſerve ſo- great a 
change. He afterwards owned, that. the ap- 
prehenſion he had of my making a trial af his. 
moderation and ſentiments, in order to come to 
2 reſolution. about the monaſtery, if he had be- 
trayed any eagerneſs, alone reſtrained him twenty 
times from throwing himſelf at my feet to ex- 
reſs the tranſports he received from my comes 
plaiſance. How refined was ſuch an. appre- 
henfion. l how much it increaſed my eſteem # 
Few men are ſo reſerved; and that woman is 


happy, who makes a friend{bip with ſucks. 
Rapp. 1 
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The next day Sr Fal conducted me to my 
apartment, confiftivg of four rooms, My cham- 
ber was io well adorned, and fo different from 
what I had at Ver ſailles, that I ſcarce knew the 

furniture again: I could not forbear blaming the 
Count for this additional expence ; he excufed 
himſelf, faying he had not ordered it, but that 
_ it was only the remaining part of the furniture, 
which my lodging at Verſailles could not contain. 
His apologies were always ſo handſomely turned, 
whenever I found fault, that J was ſometimes 
vexed at myſelf when at a loſs for a reply. Such 
is the advantage of wit, and no ſmall ſhare of 
it is required to prevent the mortification of 
making acknowledgments; this is to oblige 
doubly. 

St. Fal paſſed a part of this day too with me; 
he buſied himfelf in remarking to me the titles 
of ſeveral new books, with which he had aug- 
mented my library, and advifed me to read, in 

order, he ſaid, to divert mv thoughts, the better 
to enable me to judge coolly on what was to be 
done. He named ſeveral much in vogue, and 
eſteemed by all perſons of taſte: Among ſeveral 
pamphlets which ſeemed new, the title of one 
piece firuck me, and engaged my curioſity : I 
enquired if the hiſtory, under the title of the 
Pa; ſen Parvenu, was fictitious or real? ] can- 

* nor ſay any thing poſitive as to that,“ replied 
St. Fal, © oftentimes the heroes of ſuch ad- 

© ventures never exiſted but in the author's ima» 

© pination ; nevertheleſs, as to the book in 
© queſtion, it may be matter of fact, or at leaſt 
£ a1 artful criticiſm on ſome one who have 


35 made cheir Own fortune: Many ſuch there are, 
8 charming 
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charming Jenny, and among them, ſome who 
owe their elevation as much to their virtue, as 
to a capricious turn of events. But, withs 
out entering into a detail of too great a 
length, and too ſerious a nature at preſent, I 
may venture to affirm, the reading of ſuch 
books is uſeful, inſtructing, and proper to 
form the mind. Beſides, being unavoidably 
intereſted in reading ſuch amuſing paſſages, 
truths are frequently met with, which perſofis 
would not take the crouble to dive into, were 
they not with art and delicacy thrown in their 
way. Proper expreſſions not only pleaſe, but 
lead to an imitation of the virtues propoſed as 
a model; a method of inſtructing often 
crowned with ſucceſs ; ; one may add, that it 
has ſometimes led the way to a morality of the 
greateſt conſequence. To correct mankind by 
amuſing them, is certainly the moſt agreeable 
means, and which ſeldora fail; the mind, in- 
dependent as it is, revolts againſt the harſh- 
neſs of rigid maxims, and may be compared, 
lovely Jenny, to the heart which repines when 
under the conſtraint of imperious laws, whereas 
mildneſs and addreſs are ſure to prevail: Happy 
are they who have attained the art.“ 

Whilſt St. Tal was diſcourſing thus, I turned 
over the Payſon, Parvenu ; when he was filent I 
read a page, and was charmed with the ſtile, and 
the ſingular manner with which the author lays 
open the deepeſt receſſes of the heart. This 
agreeadie amuſement laſted till ſuppertime; nor 
ſhould I have then quitted it, had not Barbara 
informed me how late it was. The Count, who 


was no more tired than mylcif, took the ad- 
vanta e 
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vantage of my good humour, and aſked leave to 
ſtay ſupper, a favour I could not prevail on my- 
felf to refuſe ; not but I knew very well, it was: 
breaking a little into the ſtrict rules of decency.. 
While the cloth was laying, he aſked me, if 
© he was ſo unfortunate as to be troubleſome, or 
© whether-Þ had fo little confidence in him, as 
© not to talk of what was agreeable to me?” I 
muſt own the queſtion puzzled me, not imagin- 
ing the drift of it. The Count was never at a 
loſs in knowing my thoughts. You are ami- 
© able beyond expreflion,* faid he, ſeizing my 
hand in a reſpectful manner; © two days I have 
enjoyed the charms of your converſation, 
© without once mentioning the dargueſs.* 
Saying this the artful St. Fal looked earneſtly at 
me ; endeavouring, methought, to ſound my 


heart, and there diſcover whether I was really 


indifferent in regard of the Margueſt, or out of 
reſentment only forbore to ſpeak of him. My 
colour came, my heart repreſented the ungrate- 
ful man with all his charms, and all his cruelty. 
% How barbarous are you!“ anſwered. I with. 
an air of trouble, © why ſhould you remind me 


of a man I am deſirous, you know, te forget? 
What pleaſure can you find in plunging me 


« again into. refleions, it has coſt fo dear to 
4e tear from my breaſt? Why would you have 
me think on the A{argueſs ? Does he ſtill re- 
member me? No, no, dear Caunt, con- 


tinued 1 with ſome emotion, there is not the 
leaſt appearance of it; he goes away with» 


% out ſecing me, without giving me the leaſt 
„% hopes of his return; he bids me farewel for- 
euer. ——Ab! it is too plain, I am now as. 

| Fo: indifferent 
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ec indifferent to him, as ever I was dear. Alas | 
«© perhaps at this very inſtant he offers his ad- 
«© Jrefles to another, and vows an eternal con- 
e ſtancy!”” © That rb, that alas, cried St. Fab; 
interrupting me, to prevent .my giving way to 
grief, informs me of what I wanted to know. 
© Yes, Jenny, you are more in love than you im- 
* agine. The Margueſs will be ever dear, and his 
« kinſman wretched. You have pronounced my 
© ſentence ; I revere it, and before eight days 
© are over, will give you convincing proofs 
that my paſſion for you ſurpaſſes that of yours 
© for the Margueſs, which is in reality ſaying a 
great deal. | 

What the Court ſaid, made a deep impreſſion. 
« What proofs ſo convincing, and in ſo ſhort 
« a time?” replied I, © What relation can they 
have with the AZargueſs 2? Still more marks 
of your tender paſſion,” replied St. Fal with a 
forced ſmile ; © you would nat have been thus. 
curious, had my words regarded. only myſelf. 
For your puniſhment,” added he with an agree- 
able air, 1 ſhall not inform you, unleſs I have 
* your promiſe not to think of the monaſtery 
© you was ſo full of, till after my return,” 
« How!“ cried I, © will you go and leave me 
© before you. have ſettled me in a convent ?*? 
_ © How obliging,' replied St. Fal with a ſigb, 
© would that fear be in other circumſtances !? 
Ah, Count, continued. I, how can you de- 

light in humbling me? Can you doubt of: the 
* friendſhip I have for you, which I owe you, 
* and of which you are ſo worthy ?: But take 
«© not a pleafure in giving me theſe alarms. 


* 


„What journey do. you. de n what myſtery 
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« js this, which is not to be cleared up but upon 


condition? In the name of goodneſs, keep: 
me no longer in ſuſpenſe.” Well! charm- 


© ing Jenny, I muſt ſpeak then,“ faid St. Fal 


lifting up his eyes: My duty calls me to the 


army, where I ought to have been ſome da 

© before, but could not prevail on myſelf to 
© leave you ſurrounded. with vexations and 
© troubles. The myſtery is, I ſhall ſee the 
© Marqueſs, and in eight days you may poſſibly 
© here of him. That is the riddle. T am. 
© too well acquainted with my couſin's character 
to doubt, that when he knows you are at a 
diſtance from the Duke, and reflects on the in- 
juſtneſs of his own ſuſpicions, he will expire 
through regret for his behaviour towards you ; 
I] dare venture to affirm it. Conſider, whe- 

ther ſuch a reflection is agreeable to me, or 
that upon it I can leave you with a ſerene 
mind.” | | 

How great is the force of love in a heart that 
is prepoſſeſſed? No fooner had the Count given: 
me hopes of being fill beloved, and that the 


Marqueſs might perhaps return again, my diſ- 
turbed mind was no ſooner ſtruck with the 
charming illuſion, butl imbibed, without meaſure, . 
the (weetneſs of ſuch a flattering idea. I was 
no longer uneaſy at his intended departure, 


which before Þ ſeemed to apprehend 3 m 


thoughts, outitripping_ the poſt, carry St: Fal. 


in twenty: four hours to the army, bring hi 


and the Marzueſs together, overhear their diſ- 
courſe, are witneſſes of my lover's repentance, 


and grant his pardon before he ſues for it, Sup: 


per. 
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per being ſerved up, very opportunely 4: 


ruptedea . convEffation which began to give me 


pain. St. Fal, always complaitant, always re- 
fmedly pofite, pretended not to obſerve what he 
too plainly perceived ; he entertained me with 


„the pleaſure he propoſed to himſelf from my 
letters, ſince he had, he ſaid, my leave to write 
8. to me, and Was in hopes of my anſwers. He 
* avoided mentioning the arguer/5 ; but a mo- 


ment before, he was blained foi recalling him 
to my mind ; whereas now, if 1 had ſpoke my 
ſemiments, | ſhould have quarrelled with him 
for being fo ready to cbey me. Cruel love! 
fatal paſſion ! how doſt thou di ſorder a heart too 
weak and ſenſible to reſiſt thy power? That 


very inſtant I was indifferent, and had not for 
two days mentioned my lover, and this without 
the leaſt conſtraint, becauſe [ thought him 


grown indifferent himſelf. Hope revives me, I 
believe he ſtill loves me, and on that account 


would talk continually of him. May not this 


be truly ſtiled caprice? Do not the mind and 


heart contribute their ſhare in theſe diſorders of 


the judgment? Can any one wonder after this, 
that on ſuch a topic, a hiftory containing 
variety of events has been built? Alas! were 
Journals taken of the errors of the heart and 
and mind, there would be little room in libra» 
ries for any other ſubject; it were hoped, they 
would be finely touched aſter the manner in 
which M. de Crebillon has wrought his caprices 


of the heart and mind; hor can it be denied 


how odd ſoever it may ſeem, that dilorder is 


the offspring of nature, The manner of im- 


proving 
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proving it, muſt de the work of art and ſenſe, 
qualities rarely found united. 

At laſt St. Fal took his leave; netwithſtanding 
His endeavours to conceal his tears, I ſaw them 
trickle down; this affected me very much, and 


engaged me to give him all the marks of friend» 


ſhip poſſible; he was ſo well ſatisfied, that be re- 
peated the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of his diſintereſted- 
neſs, and the zeal he had to promote my happi- 
neſs with the greateſt ſincerity. He was no 


| ſooner gone, but I ordered him to be called back; 


J exafted of him, that he ſhould not make the 
leaſt effort in my favour with regard to the Mar- 
gueſs. Notwithſtanding my tenderneſs for him, 
my little heart was nettled ; 513 it was, 
it could not remember the offence without 
ſhewing areſentment. The apprehenſion I was 
under Tent the Count, in order to ſerve me, 
ſhould take ſome ſteps not agreeable to a vanity 
well grounded, made me employ a very ſin- 
gular precaution; that I might not be deceived, 


in caſe my lover returned, I was determined 


his paſſion ſhould be the only motive. With 
this view I made St. Fal engage his word of 
honour, and promiſe to inform me, with the ſin- 
cerity of a gentleman, of all that paſſed in regard. 


of me, without ſuppreſſing the leaſt circum- 


Nance on any motive whatſoever. His anſwer 
to this ſeemed ſo ſincere, that I did not doubt of 
bis acting according to my wiſh, I conſented 
on my ſide to what St. Fal demanded, which 
was, not to make any alteration in my way of 
life till his return, It was with difficulty that I 
agreed to it ; I ſeemed to foreſce what was to 


happen. 
11 The 
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The day after the departure of this amiable 
friend, I was terribly dejected. How frightful 
is ſolitude after an agreeable companion I It was 
in vain to have recourſe to work or reading, 
every thing was tedious, and no poſſibility 
of amuſt:g myſelf. Half the day was ſpent 
in melancholy and affliction My only comfort 
was the expectation of hearing ſoon from the 
army, and would willingly, had it been in my 

ower, have abridged the time, the ſooner to 
have that ſatisfation, The pleaſing hope of my 
lover's return, with which the Count had flattered 
me, was continually preſent in my mind. 

W hat ! ſhall I behold him again tender and con- 
ſtant t ſaid I to myſelf as often as the thought 
occurred. Shall I have the happineſs of hoping 
to be his? One moment I was in hopes, the 
next I deſpaired; in a word, I could not agree 
with myſelf, and when I ſeriouſly put the queſ- 
ſtion, What do Ithink? I could make no an- 
ſwer. Doubting, perplexed, I walked back- 
wards and forwards, looked through the win- 
dow, went from one apartment to the other, - 
and ſuffered more than if I had been employed 
in the moſt laborious exerciſe. Where the 
* is oppreſſed, the body undergoes a great 

eal. | | 
I ſupped and went to bed very early , but it 
was in vain to cloſe my eyes; twice I put out 
my candle, and Jighted it as often. In fine, 
not knowing which way to turn myſelf, and 
quite ſpent, I roſe to fetch a book from my 
library; the firſt l met with was a pampalet the 
Count had brought the day he ſet out, and, as 
he ſaid, much in vogue. I carried this book 

| to 
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to bed; in reading three or four pages, I be- 
gan to intereſt myſelf in favour of the young 
lady whoſe ſtory is related; I was much affected, 
I dreaded coming to an end of what was fo agree- 
able. I made a pauſe, my fears ſoon regarded 
new objects. I loſt myſelf, if l may be allowed 
the expreſſion, in favour of the lovely A- 
riame; methought there was a near reſemblance 
between our adventures. She found a protec» 
treſs; the character ſhe gives of her exactly I 
ſuited Madame de G Every page fur- g 
niſhed matter for applica ions; I ſtopped : Alas! 
'faid , this is me; this lover ſo tender, is the 
Marque, Ciimal, M. de G——. How different 
ſoevei theſe adventures were from mine, | was 
ſo bent upon finding a reſemblance, that I itrained 
the events, adjuſted the characters and even the 
converſations did not eſcape me. ; 
Thus agreeably amuſed did I paſs a part 
of the night, and continued reading till 
I had finiſhed the firſt part. All J had in the 
world, would have been the purchaſe of the 
following ones. How charming an author *! 
_cried I to myſelf, how happy ſhould | be in his 
acquaintance ! It is impoſſible to write with ſo 
much wit and delicacy, and not to be exceeding 
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amiable in converſation. From thence 1 con- 9 
ſidered the advantages ariſing from books. I 3 
found myſelf quite altered by the amuſement I 2 
reaped from to many different paſlages. I re- 
ſolved on ſetting a part a time for reading; life 2 
faid | to myſelr, will paſs away more imper- . 


ceptibly, and with leis regret. Such agreeable 

relief is more than I could have expected. 

| | A dleeꝑ 
M. de Marivauæx. | 
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Sleep at laſt cloſed theſe refleions, and I paſſed 
the night in a manner which ſurpaſſed 27 ex- 
pectations. 

At ten in the morning I was waked by a wo- 
man's voice, which was exquiſitely fine, and 
whoſe melody and ſweetneſs was ſo great, that 
I roſe on purpoſe to hear it the better. I pre- 
ſently diſcovered that the perſun, who was 
miſtreſs of ſo great a treaſure, lived in the 
apartment over mine; the windows were open, 
and going to my on, I could diſtinguiſh the 
words. Enchanted as I was with this amuſe- 
ment, I could not think of dreſſing, for fear 

of looſing the | leaſt part of this regale; I was 
always extravagantly fond of muſic, and to this 
day it is my favourite diverſion. _ 

When the ſinging ceaſed, I dreſſed myſelf 
and then gave directions in 'the houſe affairs; 3 
I was no novice in them, conſidering my age, 
and knew ſomething of œconomy. My aunt, 
as honeſt as a ſervant could. be, yet was an 
entire ſtranger in Paris. It is true, my expe- 
rience was ſhort of hers in things of this na- 
ture, nevertheleſs I. . acquitted myſelf tolerably 
well. : 

Several days oy and nothing material 
occurred ; I had taken ag entire reliſh for read- 
ing, and found ſo much relief from it, that my 
whole time in a manner was ſpent in it. I ſoon 
went through all the modern pieces; among the 
authors which pleaſed me moſt, Meſſiuers 
de Crebiilon and de Marivaus were chiefly dif- 
tinguilhed. Had it been e ſor a young 
woman to ſeek acquaintances with men, 
ſhould infalivly have endeayoi ted to draw ſuch 

_ agreeable 
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agreeable perſons to. my houſe; I erwied the 
happineſs of thoſe who enjoy their converſation. 
Where a book gains our favour, the author 
commonly comes in for his ſhare: In a word, 
reading was a refuge, and often a pleaſure to me. 
By way of variety, muſie was ſometimes in- 
dulged. had made an acquaintance with the 
young gentlewoman who ſung ſd well, and 
whoſe voice at the very firſt charmed me ſo 
much. She was a perfon of family, about 
twenty-two, of an infinite deal of wit; and en- 
ticing ſweetneſs of temper. She gained my 
affections from the beginning, and without ex- 
aminm̃g into her conduct, I placed an entire con- 
fidence in her. 
She dined bs d ne "aloft. daily ; and when 
ſhe miſſed, it was, as ſhe ſaid; that I might do 
ker the Tame fivous. * As to the remaining part 
of the day: we had neither of us taken it into 
our heads to paſs. it together; I lived' ſo very 
retired, that probably ſhe. would 'not venture to 
ropole- going abroad; or rather, the did not 
tink pro bs inte tupt her now way of life, 
to which fo Was am utter ſttanger, and be grave with 


me, when ſhe Bo enjoy- fo much company; 


a motive I had been acquainted with, but 
for an adventure which beta me ſoon after, 
and taught me how imprudeht a young woman 
is 8 rows familiar with firangers, parti- 
cularly o of her .own' :ſex; otherwiſe J might very 
innocently have been entangled in ſome dan- 
rous engagements, without being able to ex- 
tricate myſelf from them. What hazards do 
oung women run when abandoned to them- 
Mes and how little do they know of the which 
WnI 
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which may be laid for them! Without a large 
| ſhare of diſcretion, and. this ſupported by the 
beſt advice, they ſeldom eſcape the ambuſhes 
prepared for their ruin. Happily I did not buy 
this experience too dear ; but I have leſs reaſon 
to thank my own diſcreſſion, than Heaven, 
which opened my eyes, and diſcovered. the dane 

ger to which I was expoſed. 7 
One evening, when the moon ſhone very 
bright,. I went to the window for the benefit of 
the air. I began to refle with great anxiety 
on my not hearing from the army; three 
wieeks were paſſed without any news from the 
Count, though he had promiſed to write on his 
arrival. I was racking my imagination, I ſay, 
to find out the cauſe of this neglect, when Ma- 
demaiſelle Funia, ſhe that ſung fo well, came in- 
to my chamber, and aſked me to honour her. 
with my company, at ſupper: I am extremely 
dull today,” ſaid ſne, and I know nobody but 
« yourſelf that can divert a melancholy which 
© overwhelms me without my being able to diſ- 
© cover the reaſon: Can you be ſo cruel as to 
© leave me in it ?? The diſpoſition I was in, fo 
much reſembled what ſhedeſcribed, that I very 
chearfully accepted of her propoſal. * We will 
de a long time at table, we will ſing, this 
perhaps may enliven us both, for you ſeem as 
grave as myſelf, A little diſorder ſhould now 
and then be indulged to keep 'up our ſpirits, 
and in my opinion“ added (he, good chear 
is of great efficacy for that purpoſe,” I agreed 
to what ſhe advanced, and followed her with a 
kind of ſatisfaction at being diverted from my un- 
| ealineſs ; 
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eaſineſs ; this drew a thouſand acknowledgments 
from her in return for my complaiſance. | 

In effect, the meal was ſprightly, which is not 
uſual between two women. Juta's ſparkling 
turns of wit made me laugh very heartily. Ne- 
vertheleſs, I could not ſincerely approve of ſome 
expreſſions ſhe let fall from time to time; as 
often as this happened, I looked very grave; 
but ſhe bantered me, mimicked my counte- 
nance, and by that means obliged me to quit it, 
rallying me for my preciſeneſs. * Are 
© we not alone?“ ſaid the, nobody hears 
us; and may we not, as we are friends, 
and of the ſame ſex, make ourſelves 
amends for the ſevere" reſtraint in which we 
are educated, and which decency_ obliges us 
to obſerve ?' Matlemoiſeile Funia was certain 
the moſt artful creature in the world, as wil 
appear by the contrivance ſne formed: How 
much ought the 14 5 53 ſuch. a woman 
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